
COMMON BRITISH OFFICIAL PERFINS STORY BEHIND THE PERFIN by Floyd Walker

by JockBrand t

In going t hrough Gr eat Br i tain packet s
from the sale s ci r cu i t, I ha ve r ec ently
added some f a i rly common official Per f i ns
t o my col l ect i on , and a f ew not so common
one s . I t made me wonder if the average co l 
lecto r i s aware t hat some of t he se items ar e
of an offi c ial nature . He r e i s info rmat i on
about a few:

The DS/IR Per f in (Figure 1) was used f rom
abcut 1937 - 1966 by the De partment of
Scientific and Industrial Research, whi ch
had offices in many places throughout Great
Britain . It is kno.n on over 40 different
stamps, i ncl uding a few commemorative s . I t
is interestingto look f or since it is fa i r ly
common in some i ssues, but gets more diff i
cult in othe r s . The Perfins are commonly
found inverted, reversed, and r eve rsed- in
verted, a s well a s up r ight .

Fig . 1 Fig . 2 Fig. 3 Fig. 4

Mo st coll ectors are aware of t he HM/SO
Per f i n (F i gure 3) used by Her (His ) Majesty' s
Stat ionery Of f i ce . Thi s department s t art ed
out using the S(Cr own)O Perfi n (Figure 2),
probably i n the early 1920's, and it was in
use to the mid t o l ate 1940 ' s . It i s known
on nea r ly 50 stamp issues, and it i s fa i rly
easy to get on a f ew of them, but pr e sent s
a challenge t o complete. The Perfin is known
inverted and double,but is is r are in these
cond i tions.

Figur e 3 shows the common HM/SO Perfin ,
which came intc u se in 1949. It is known on
about 60 stamp issues , and is still in use.
It is kno.n on the 1951 4d Festival of Bri
t ain and t he 1953 2td Coro nation commemora
tive s, both of which I have i nmy collection .
The Perfin is usually found in an upr i ght
po s i t i on , although on recent l arge high val
ue s in the definitive decimal set, it i s al so
f ound reversed and reading up. Doubles are
known, but a r e not common . I have noted the
1d QEI I (Wilding por t r a i t) double inverted ,
and the 2td Wilding double upright.

Figure 4 shows another HM/SO Perfin, which
is not so co mmon. As t he illustr ation shows ,
it does not appear t o be too well construc
ted, wi t h t he Mlines pa r ticularly no t even
straight. It i s t hought that this Perfin
may have come between the S(Crown ) O Per f in
and the other HM/ SO one . Pos sibly it was a
wartime provisional. Cancellations of 1944
and 1949 a r e known, More researchis needed .
So far it has been reported on t he f ollowing
Georg e VI issue s : 2d pa l e orange , 2td light
ultramarine, 3 d pal e vi olet, 2/6yel lcw
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L- 130, Daniel Low&Co., Solem, Moss.

Since my spec i al t y is Perfin s whi ch spe l l
wor ds , I tend to t r y t o t race down infor~a

tion about such Per f in s . One "wo rd " t hat
attr acted my attent i on is LOW, which t he ca t
alog list s as L- 130and i dentifie s a s having
been used by Dani el Low and Company of Salem,
Massachusetts.

From Ed Stunt zner , the a ss i st ant sale s
manager, I r ecently acquired a cover with
the LOW pattern and a corner card with a
s tree t address. Even though the cover WaS
postmarked in 19 28, I ga~bled 13¢ (plUS a
stamped r e t ur n envelope ) and wrote to t he
old addre s s a sking about the Per f i n.

A f ew days later , I r eceived a very cor
dial l et t er froma Mr. R. Paine at Danie l Low
and Company. Paine reported that the co m
panyhas been in t he mail order bus iness for
108 years and t hat i t i ssue sa ca ta.Log each Sep
tember. The f irm f irst sol d only s t erling
s i l ver , diamond s , wat che s , f i ne jewelry , and
gifts, but they now carry a l i ne of "soft
good s " as 'Jel l .

Because the fi r m ope rat es mai nly by mail
(it i s one of t he lar gest i n the coun try ,
according t o Mr . Paine), i~ handle s enorcous
amount s of post age. Now, of course,the po s
tage i s pa i d by means of a meter.

But be f or e the meter mach i ne, stamps were
bought i n sheets of 100 and per f ora ted wi th
the owner ' s last name . Paine repo r ts t hat
t he Salem post office was a l ways on t he l ook
out f or LOW Per f ins used on anyt hing other
than l et t ers and parc els from the fi r m.

The per forat or , according to Paine, was
a si mple single - die hand operated device .
What became of the machine when i t was re
placed by t he met er is not known. Quite
likely i t went the way of most such machi ne s
-- t os sed onto t he junk pi l e and "recycled"
into some t h ing more mode rn .

There is a stor y behind every Perfin. Some
will never be t old , but other s , thanks t o
helpful folks l ike Mr. Pai ne, wi ll become a
matter of philatelic recor d.

(Editor ' s note: the editor has in hi s
collection a LOW Perfin cover postmar ked in
July 1941. Does any member have a LOWcover
postmarked ear lier or l a t er than t he span
f r om 1928 to 19411 )

green (19 42 i s sue) .
r ni s Perfi n is particul ar l y wor th 100kL~g

for, since sone ~y have been confu sing it
wi t h the othe r, more coomon type.

rne above de scri be s a few of t he common
Great Britain off ic i als . Maybe thi s can
spur someone to wr i te of some of the less
common t ypes , which I don ' t have in my col
lection.

Ref er ence : ~~talogue of Off i c i al Per fi ns
compi l ed by Mary E. Thornton , publ i she d by
t he SEPS 1964-1972.
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