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From Machi ne No. 69:
(d ) in t he f i r st colu~ t he las t two

hole s of the S are miss ing
(e) in the sixt h and seventh columns

a slight shift from verti cal i n
t he left stem of the N
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( Edi t or's note: the original dr awings
of S/ NJ design s shown above ha ve been r e
inked by t he ed itor for bet te r printing •
Thi s may give the effect of some vario.tion
that does not actually exi st in the perfor
ated designs.)

Varieties (b), (c ), and (d) are major on es
caused by missing pins . Varieties like (el
could be caused by the way the operator feeds
the shee t s of stamps into the perforator .
(a) , (b ) and (c) ar e of cour se less co~on
because the device No . 55 i s used onl y oc 
casronaj I y ,

Wh i l e di scussing rarity of Stat e of New
Jersey Per fins, t he existence of mi rro r pairs
is extremely ra re, again becau se of the way
i n whi ch t he shee ts of stamp s are processed.
Finally, since t he stamp s are generally Per
finned face up , the Perfin,when viewed from
the back of the stamp , appea rs a s in the
opening i llus t r a t i on , no t a s above .

Does the system work? --Ye s. Recently,
an employee of one of t he de partment ~ whi l e
mailing a package to a relative, tried to
use State Perfinned po stage to pay fer adde d
weight . The post a l clerk, noticing that t he
stamps were pe r fo r a t ed S/ NJ and therefore
were t he pr oper ty of t he St a te of New J ersey .
He called the mat te r tothe a ttention of the
Cao i t al Post Off ice. Aft er a short invest i 
ga t ion and a di scu ssion with t he employee ,
the fun ds were r eturned and because the em
ployee va s ne w and unaware of t he ban on the
use of State po stage~ a reprimand wa s deemed
sufficient -- t hus provi ng that control of
postage is po s s ibl e and t hat an effec tive
method is Perfins.
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Toda y many s t ates and local government s
a r e f acing c r is is budge ts and tightly bud
ge ted items, so cut ting pos tage co st and
controll i ng it s use i s becoming nece s sar y .
Limiting t he use of government postage to
offic ial busine ss is di f f i c ul t and become s
mo re so a s t he s i ze of the organizat i on
grows .

One me thod of controlling the use of pos
tage by a great numbe r of offices and /or de 
partments is to IIPerfin ll that postage pur 
chased fo r official use . The Stat e of New
Je rsey, with it s many offic;al postage users,
ha s such a system. A departmen t requests
t he pos tage it needs t o f un c tion from the
Capit a l Post Office, which purchase s i ts
s t amps froe t he Trenton Post Office . The
staff of t he Capital Post Office then pe r 
f o r a te s each stamp purchased . The i mpres
s i on is made by a device consi st ing of a set
of pins which pun ch through the body of the
s tamp in a pattern anda template which fun
ct i ons a s a guide . The i nitials S. N. J . in
t wo r ows (S in the top r ow made up of 11
holes, the Nand J in the lower r ow with 13
hol es in the N and seven in the J) are used
to identify the stamps purchased by t he State
of New Jersey fo r i t s use.

The State of New Je r sey owns two device s
to pe r fo rate the stamps t hey purchase . Bot h
were manufactured by the Cunmf.ns Perforat ion
Co. of Chicago, Ill. (now the Cummi n s 
Allison Corp. of Glenview, I ll. ) The se
machines a re numbered 55 and 69 by the Cum
mins Co. , and t he second is used pr edomi 
nantly while the other i s he l d a s a spare.

Mr . William Hendrickson of the Canital
Post Office e st ima t e s t hat some35, 000 st amps
each ye ar are pro cessed by his dep artmen t,
amowlting to about $30, 000 a month. The
majority of the 3, COO s t amps perforated each
mont h are regular issue. Comcemoratives are
only used when t he denominations needed are
no t available or a t t he end of t he yea r .
With t his large amoun t of stamps, i t is easy
for a collector t o obtain an excellent copy
on almost an y r egular i s sue.

Howeve r, due to repair o~ the device s ,
t here exist SOCle major varietie s in the cur
r ent St ate of New J e r sey Per f in :

Fr om Machine No . 55 (used l ess often) :
(a) a shift in the last hole in t he

ve r ticle s t em of t he J down
(b) i n the eight h colu~ a hole mis sing

i n the S ( ext reme right of the l ower
curve of t he S)

(c) in t he ninth column the center hole
of t he S is mi s s i ng .
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