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"He t hought he saw an alba tros s
That f luttered r ound the la~p :

He l ooked again and saw i t was
A penny- postage -stamp . 1I

No , t he above is not one of the wri t er' s
fre quent eff orts at humorou s verse . It is
quoted from Lewis Car roll's Ali ce In Wonde r 
land t o perhap s pu t you in t he mood fo r the
r at her puzzling Perfin story that f ol l ows.

Does the Perfin cover shown below r epr e
sent a partial f ake or a very unusual usage ?

The writer will describe it in detail and
le t you draw your own conclusion. In any
event, he believes you will agree that, as
the aforementioned Ali ce said, it i s "curi
ouserand cur t.ouser- " i n several respects.

When the writer bought this Perfin co ver
at t he r ecent Arkpex ' show in Little Ro ck,
wher e he and f ellow Perfin s Club member Bill
Bartlett served as j udge s , he was at t racted
t o it pr i ma r ily because of it s unusual over
al l advertisement on the f r ont. On cl oser
exacination , however, he r ealized that i t
ha s t o r epresent eithe r a partial fake or a
ve ry unu sual usage .

The cover is f ranked witha s t amp bearing
the Perf in of the Mi shawaka Woolen Manufac 
turing Company of Mi shawaka Indiana . The
"BB" in c i rc l e Per f in (B-45l s tands fo r the
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"Ball- Band" produc t name used by t hat com
pany . The Perfin- franked envelope was sent
t o a custo~er f or us e in r e pl y. This wa s a
per fe ct ly nor mal pract i ce, and many r et urn
envelope Per fin cover s can be found.

Here, however , the plot t hi ckens . The
Per finne d st amp on t he cover is a two-cent
red , perf 12, Scott #406, i ssued in 1912 .
What 's odd about tha t , you ask? Well, the
cover is backstamped (with t he company's
time-sta~p device ) f or receipt i n 19~9 :

As an added curiosity, the cover was cut
open a t both ends and the t op before the re 
ceipt time -stacp was app l ied,a s clearly in
dicated by t he f act that it ove r l ap s slightly
onto the front portion of t he cover.

Unfortunately,while part of the Meadville ,
Pa., pos t mar k is legible on t he front, the
date in t he pos t mark i s made unreadable by
t he black ( sock) background on which it is
struck. ( The writer hopes you will pardon
him f or the irresistible urge to make the
horrible pun t ha t while he has seen man y
"socked-on-Ehe-no se " c an ce l s , t his is the
fi r s t one he ha s seen "no sed-orr-tibe -csock , II)

Thus, it cannot be de termined f r om t he
postal marking as towhat year the cover was
ma i led . The company time-stamp on the back
undoubt edl y i s genuine; t herefore, t he onl y
quest i on is whethe r i t was proper ly applied

for current r eceipt of the cover , or
someone applied i t capriciously to an
ol d cove r they found in the company
f i l e s . The one-cent pr e sident i a l , used
a s added franking, likewise could be
either prope r usage or pa r t of a hoax.

If on e as sumes that the t i me - s t amp
and the add ed franking wer e don e a s a
prank, what r emains is simpl y a very
i nteresting earl y ad vertising cove r
with Per f in franking.

On the other hand, if one assumes
the time-stamp and added franking to
have been currently and pr oper l y ap 
plied, the cover becomes much more in
teresting, because i t me ans either that
the Mi shawaka co mpany Was using some
very old Perfins on i ts return en ve
l opes in 1949, or t hat the cus tomer may
ha ve wai ted three decade s or l onge r to
make use of the r et ur n envelope .

One other possibilit y - pe r i sh t he
thought - is that Uncl e Sam's po st al
service t ook mor e t han three decades to
deliver the letter .

What is you r opinion?

MORE ON NUMERAL PERFINS (continued )

Brandt point s out t hat sorse of the
above-listed countries did not use Per
f i n s re gularly, and tha t these numerals
may be t he nea r es t one can get t o fin
ding Perfins from su oh coun tries. He
wonders nov many ot he r- co unt r i e s cay
have used such numeral Pe rfin s . Cana.rv
member provide further infor~at i on?
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