
THE PERFINS OF THOMAS COOK & SON byJan Prins
Thomas Cook , who lived from 1808 to 1892, started to develop tourism in the early 1860's ,
becoming an agent f or the sale of English and fore ign railroad tickets . In 1865 he or­
ganized trips throughout Europe and in 1866 he also started in t he U.S.A. In the same
year he introduced hotel coupons providing accommodation at a fixe d charge . He wa s then
doing t he business with his son and thenceforth t he company's namewas Thomas Cook & Son.
One may say tha t Thomas Cook & Son was the first tourist company in the world. Gradual ly
Thomas Cook & Son expanded i t s organization throughout the world, opening branches in
Par i s (France ) , Cairo (Egypt ) and many countries in t he Far East . Bel ow are various types
ot Pertins used i n t he above-mentioned countri es :
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TO MEMBERS , NEW AND OLD: This is a reminder t hat t he Pert i n s Club offe r s t he f ol l owi ng
ser vi ce s to it s members: (1) Sale s Depar tment, from which you may r eque st se l ect i ons of
Per f ins, U.S. or foreign , on approval' (2) Cover Sale s Department, f rom which you may
r eque st Perfin cover s on aoprovalj (31 Pert i ns .Cl ub Library, t r om which you may borrow
Per fins publications , wo rkshee t s, etc . , on reque st; (4) the Perfins Bulletin, in which
you may run want ads or otherwise communi cate your mterest s or your question s . See oage
16 fo r ap propriate addresses .
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