
RESPONSES TO ARTICLES
Our entire membership in Japan responded

quickly to the note in t he May Bulletin
about the stamp shown as Figure 7 on t he
Perfin Page of the Mont h .

Figur e 7 showed what Member Bob Schwerdt
thought was a Japanese reveune stamp with a
Perfin pattern not listed by Dr. Adachi in
his catalog.

D~Adachi, Hiroshi Maeda,and Fr. Gabr i el
Groleau all provided the answer to the mys
tery i n letters to Secr eta ry Floyd Walker.
(Similar an swers previously received from
George Fisher , J r . , and Major Wil l iam
Collyer , wer e published in the July-August
Bulleti n.)

As indi ca t ed by each of the se five mem
bers, the "stamp" is not a stamp, but a
label or seal. It i s one of the se als u sed
by the post office to officially sea l regis
tration or cash-mailing envelope s. Two such
seal s are af f i xed to t he flap of the enve
l ope so that half the stamp is on the flap
and half i s on the re st of the envelope ( see
Figure 1). The sender then applies his
"chop" or rubber stamp signa t ure t o t heedges
of the envel ope and the flap . It is thusab
sol ut ely i mpossible t o open the envelope - - 
and gain accessto the contents--withoutdi s
turbing t he seal .

The Perfin is one used by t he Pos t s and
Telecommunications Departmentand appears t o
be designed primarily to destroy the seal
if any attempt i s made to separa t e seal
from envelope.

Dr. Adachi noted tha t the pattern is not
listed because it is on a seal and not on
a stamp , in the same way t hat U. S. revenue
patterns are not listed in our U. S. cata
log.
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Figure 1 - r everse of
registry envelope (much
reduced)
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(Editor 's note: a s an added point of
philatelic interest, . beyonn Pertins , t his
Japanese regi stry system bears some s imi
larity t o the sys t em used in the United
States · in the 1870 's whe n each r egister ed
letter wa s placed i n a large, he avy post
office envelope f or t r ansmission thr ough t he
mails. A post office seal (Sco tt #OX1) WaS
applied in si mi l ar mann e r to t he Japanese
seal described abo ve , and s t ruck wi t h a
hand stamp shOWing t he dat e and pl ac e of
mailing. The r ever se of t he envel ope con
t ained a "Recor d of Transit " space in which
each clerk who hand led t he envelope had to
indicate it s condition and write hi s name
and the date . Figur e 2 shows a much r educed
photo of one of the U.S. registry envelopes .
Its actual si ze i s 5-1/8 x 10-1/~ inches . )

Figur e 2 - U.S. regi st ry
envelope with post office
seal (much reduced)

(Further edi t or 's note : occ asionally as
inthe above example,the publication of Per
fin data may br i ng fo r t h other philatelic i n
f ormat i on which i s not directly relat ed to
Per f in s . The editor believe s t hi s tyne of
i nformation maybe of interest to menber s , as
l ong as it i s not overdone . However~ i f any
members di sagr ee and feel that the ~lletin
shoul d be devoted absolutelv to Perti ns in
fo rmation,the editor would be interested in
hearing from t hem.


