
PHILIPPINE PERFIN
Some Answers and Some Questions ---by Ray L. Coughlin

264, 276, 290b, 294, 296, 297. The writer
has found a second type of CBI Perfin. Illus
tration 6 shows this new type, which I shall
call Type II, and Illustration 7 shows the
original type, or Type I . In Type I , the
top of the B is formed by 3 holes in a rounde:i
pattern, while in Type II, the top of t he B
is formed by 3 holes in a straight line . The
B and I of Type II are also offset slightly
from those of Type I.

I have been asked by a number of customers
and friends t o write something about the
Philippine Perfins. The only question I had
of them was, if you know something, but not
a lot (as you shall see) about a sUbject,
howdo you go about writing an article on it?
I guess you write about the i nformation that
you have , and hope someone reading the ar
ticle will tell you something about informa
tion that he ha s.

Philippine Perfins are first known during
the Spanish ad ministration. Illustration 1
shows one such Per f i n, "R.R!&co.", whi ch is
on the 1879 issue , Scott #73. t': ~::: ~
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The "CBI" Perfin was u sed during the same
t ime per i od a s the "ARC " Pert i n. It i s cur
rently believed that CBI stands for Charter ed
Bank of India , Austr al i a an d China. Aga i n,
t his is yet to be pr oved. .

PreViously , this Perfin was knownin one
type and on the following Scott # ' s: 261,

Illustration 2 shows the init i al "H& " .
Wha t I find inter esting about this Perfi n is
that it i s on a used proof of t he 1898 Baby
Alfonso Head issue , Scott #204. I t ha s a
blue cancel shovtng the letters "DE I LO" i n
side what appears to be a double - lined oval
cancel.

The next Perfin that the writer i s f ami
liarwi th is the "ARC " Perfin, which is credi 
ted to the Ameri can Red Cross in Man i l a .
There is yet no proof that it did i nd eed
originate from t h at sou r ce . It is currently
known on Scott # ' s 261, 262, 263, 264, 265,
266,269, 271, 275, 276, 283, 285,287 A, 288 ,
289 , 290b , 292a , 293, 293a , 294 , 295, 296,
298a, 299, 303 , 303a, 321, and 323 .

Illustrations 3 , 4 , and 5 show t he "ARC"
Perfin . Illustrations 3 an d 4 showthe Per
fin with holes that weren't compl e t e l y punched
through. This probably indicates a st ack of
stamps was punched at one t ime. Both of the
stamp s have faint pin mark s on the face in
dicating that the punch s t ill had all of
its pins.
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The last Perfin t hat I am aware of at thi s
writing is "PE/CO" , which has been definitel y
proven to mean Phil i ppi ne Education Company ,
of Manila. The Perfin was preViously known
on #29 0b, 291 , 294, 297, 299, 300,and 303a.
I have recent l y f ound one on #290 . ThisPe!'
fin de sign is shown in I l lustrat i on 11 .

And thi s is t he sum of the knowl edge
available t o t he wr iter a t this t i me . If
it he l ps anyone i n their co l l ecti ng, then
ou r hobby has been advanc ed , but the title
of thi s piece is Some Answers and Some Que s 
tion s.

The questions are obvious. Who or wha t
was "R. R/ &Co"? Is !lARCH real l y Americ an
Red Cross? The same fo r the "CBI" Perf in.
Doe s it stand fo r Cha rte r ed Bank of Indi a,
Aust ralia and China ? These questions could
best be answered and the answers proven by
the existence of covers with these Perfins

(continued on page 6)

In ad dition to the two t ypes of CBI men
tione d here , there i s a Type III . This i s
CB I in t he same style of le t t ers as Type I,
but smaller and used on r evenue stamps of
t he period .

Illus t r ations 8, 9, and 10 show that
there wa s mo r e than one stamp perf orated at
a time . I l lustration 8 is on Scot t #2 77 and
shows t he Per fin verti cal ly . I l lustration
9 shows t hat t he pe r forat ing de vi ce proba
bly had more t han one set of pins on it.
The di s tanc e be t ween t he two set sof i nitials
is approximately 6t mm. Ill u strat ion 10
shows the Perfin i nve r t ed on #268.
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grat ef ul for any
his readers can
Unt i l next time ,

THE EDITOR'S CORNER
Our thanks go to Grover Bock fo r all t he

pUblicity and promotion he gave the Perfins
Club in connection with ROMPEX, i ncl udi ng
the cacheted envelope. Incidentally, Grover
mentions, in his report on the show, that
many people in attendance admitted having
Perfins - some putting them a side in a box
or envelope, not knowing what to do wi th
them, while others said they s imply placed
them i n File 13 . It would seem that we Per
fins collectors still have a lot to do in
making the plea sur e s of our specialty known
throughout t he stamp-collecting fraternity .

If any membe r wonders why space is taken
in each issue of the Bulletin with a state
ment as to when and where the Bulletin is
published and how the dues are broken down,
this is required , under postal regulations,
in orderto qua l ify for second-class mailing
permit .

Another st a t ement that appears almo st
every month i s the listing of officers'
names and add resses, for the con venience of
the member shi p . However, barring strenuous
objections, this l i s t i ng may be run less
frequently in the future in order to allow
more space for other items.

And if any member wonderswhy the size of
the Bulletin has been reduced from 12 to 8
pages in the l as t few issues, the answer i s
that we must print the issues in multiple s
of f our pages - and the editor just s i mply
has not bee n able to find the time to turn
out 12 pages recently. Bear in mind, how
ever , that i n an 8- page issue with copyre
duce d 20 per cent by t he pl at emaker , you are
still getting the equivalent of the 10 pages
you received under the old fo rmat. When a
supplemen t to the illustrated catalog is to
be included in an issue, it can be inserted
as an extra page under the current f ormat
of fo lding the Bulletin for mailing.

It i s time once again for the editor to
urge members who would like to write an ar
ticle for t he Bul letin to please do so and
submi t it. While several article s are on
hand fo r the next f ew issues, more will be
needed in the very near f uture, especially
with the big double is sues due f or publica
tion in JUl y-August and November-Decembe r .

And those who send in articles accompa
nied by fax cop ies of Per f ins as illustra
tions, are urged to obt a i n the very bestfax
co pies they can . This will make for better
illustrations and save t he editor a t r emen
dous amount of art work trying to make poor
fax copies l ook pr e sent able .

Dr. L. S. Ettre ( #lO,~)noting the report
i n t his coluon concerning his winning a sil
ver-bronze at WI EN '7', r epor t s that he won
it with an exhi bi t of The Postal History o~

We st !!.!1l. Eung'V::L.u.a jtabans~g) 1921.

I an Rutherford, 17 Richmond Street, Fitz
roy , New Plymouth, New Zealand , says he has
Australian and New Zealand Per f i n s he will
t r ade for "full name" and "de si gn " Perfins
he can use. He invites members to write him
if they are intere sted inthe Per f ins of his
part of the world.

BACK ISSUES NEEDED
Secretary Floyd Walker says he has a re

quest f r om t he Philatelic Library in Munich ,
Ge rmany, for two missing copies of the Bul
J&ti!l whichhe doe s not have on hand. Needed
a r e the July/ August, 197~ issue (Whole num
ber 271 ) and the April, 1973 i s sue (whole
number 2,8). I f anybody ha s e ither issue
compl et e and in good condition and would
l ike to part with it, Walker will forward
it to the Munich Library. The Library, in
cident al l y , is the only one in Europe to
have a co mplete set of the Bul l et i n of the
Per rins Club.

ROMPEX COVERS AVAILABLE
Grover Bock advises that cacheted covers

from ROMPEX, featuring a Pertin mot i f in t he
cachet ( i l l u s t ra t ed in Apr i l Bulletin) are
s t ill available, in case any members wi sh
to order them. The price is ,O¢ for a cover
franked with a flag stamp (no choice of
State) or $1 . 10 for a cover franked with a
block of four . Address orders to Grover C.
Bock, 11607 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora, CO
80012.

PHILIPPINES (continued)
on them. The wr i t er woul d appreciate hear
ing f r om any reader having information on
t hese and other possible Philippine Perfins .

Another question that would be nice to
f ind the answer to, i s how many stamps i n a
row was the perforating mach ine designed to
perf or at e at one time . What has become of
t he perforating devices? Is t her e really
anyone alive today who can answer these
questions?

I would like to thank my friend John
Gallagher for the photographic work on this
art icle. Also much credit should be given
toMr. Ar nol d H. War r en for hi s pr evi ou s ar
ticle in THE AMERIC~~ PHILATELI ST, and to
Bar bar a Kloss, my mentor in t his area of
Phi l ippine philate ly .

The writer would be most
and all information that
provide on this subject.
enjoy our hobby l

Whether your Perfin spec ialty is U.S. or
f oreign or both, you can add to your col
lec t i n g f un with approval selections from
t he Sales Manager, and covers on approval
f rom the Ass i st ant Sales Manager, both of
whose addresses a r e list ed on page 8.
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