
From Vojtech M axa

Additional N ot es on Russian Perfins

It has been mo re than two and a hal f
years since I wrote my f irst art ic le on
Ru ss ian Perfins (Bul l et i n, June 1973 ) .
Thanks to further research and the gener­
ous hel p of many col l ect or s , especial ly
Pavel F. Mazu r of Moscow, new info rmation
has been uncovered- - new i nformatio n wh i ch
permi ts me t o make new conclusions.

The most impor tant concl usi on is that
i t may now be assumed t hat i n pre- 1917
Ru ss ia t here were two di f ferent types of
Per f i ns i n use--pri vate and offi cial.

The t wo categor ies should be treated
separatel y.
PRI VATE PERF INS

Circul ar Letter Number 60 of the Gener­
al Ma nag ement of Post s and Telegraphs ,
is sued on Au gust 22, 1907 , and publ i shed
i n Issue 34 of the Pos ta l Ga zet te author­
ized the use of Perfined stamps on or ­
din ary and regi stered mai l (includi ng
letters, postcards, wrappers, printed
mat t er , and samples). Thi s permission
became effecti ve Sept ember 18, 1907, and
t he use of Perfins was subject to the
fol lowing cond itions :

1. The perforated symbol can consist of
l etters, numeral s, and other signs;

2. These symbols mus t not obliterate
more than a th ird of t he stamp face;

3. Par t s of stamps showi ng va lue mus t
not be obliterated by the Perf in; and

4. Covers beari ng perf ined stamps must
have t he fi rm' s name and address
pri nt ed on.

Th i s very impor ta nt documen t wa s dis ­
covered in Russ ian ar chives by Mazur and
publi shed in Number 4/ 75 of Fi lateli ja,
SSSR.
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Simi lar i nformati on is to be found i n
t he Postal Handbook edited by Th. Al exe­
i ef f in 1912 and cited by B. E. Saarinen
i n his article on Finnish Perf ins i n the
January 1953 Suome n Posti merkk ileht i (See
an Engl i sh translation in The Posthorn
Number 4/1954.)

OFFICIAL PERFINS
Most Russian Perfi ns fall into t he

category of official Perf ins.
It is well known that i n t he first dec­

ade of the 20t h century the Russian post ­
al offic ials had to cope wi t h a l arge and
dar ing gang of bandits (operat i ng i n the
western pa rt of the count ry ) who stole
vast quant it ies of posta l records (parts
of parcel post and mo ney transfer forms
with cancel l ed stamps on t hem), removed
the stam ps , chemi call y was hed of f t he
postma r ks, regummed the stamps, and f in­
al ly sold t hem at great discoun ts t o
sma l l scale vendors who were li censed to
sell stamps .

This fact is acknowledged by the wel l ­
known author of the Catalog of Rus si an
and Soviet Post age Sta mps , T. G. Tchut­
chin (Moscow, 1928, p 28), by t he fore ­
mos t Amer ican specia l ist on Russian
stamps , A. Ros se levitch, and by ot hers .

Now Ma zur has found another Russian
posta l document wh ich, altho ugh it does
not give a ful l explanat ion for t he birth
of Ru ss ia n off ic ia l Pe rfins , never t hel ess
does point out th e reasons for their i n­
t roducti on. Thi s document i s a circul ar
let t er from the general manager of Posts
and Telegraphs (Number 75, October 6,
1908) whic h wa s pub l ish ed in Number 44 of
t he Pos t al Gaze t te .

Th e l et t er authori zes postmast ers t o
use cancellers wi th sharp po i nt s incor-



porated int o t heir designs. The devices
were to be adopted by post offices i n t he
ma i n cities immediatel y and later on in
all f i r s t and second class post of f ic es .
The letter al so says t hat should t he
postma st ers encounter any problems i n
adapting t heir pre sent cancelling devi ces
the y should consult the director of the
Mo scow post off ice. The letter suggest s
that the cancell er s be used for al l types
of mai l, but specifi cally di re ct s use on
recei pts for packets and money transfers.

According to Mazur , these cutting heads
were put on cancel l i ng devices in Moscow ,
Vladimi r , St . Petersbu rg, libava, Car i cyn
Orenburg , Tifli s, Sarat ov, Kazan, and
other cities (Filatel i ja SSSR 4/ 73). In
my own col l ect ion , I have two such stamps
pierced by cutt ing cancel l ers . One is
fr om Tiflis and dated April 8, 1913. The
other is from a t own called V A (may
be Vinn itza? ) and i s dated February 24,
1914.

The cutting cancel ler s were unpopular
both with the postal autho rities and with
customers. The postmas t er s comp lained
that the points needed sharpen ing of ten

and that this was expensive , and t he bus­
iness community protested that the con­
ten t s of letters often were damaged.

There are i ndica ti ons t hat the cancel ­
l ers wi th sharp points were re- introducea
as a protect ive device two or t hree t imes
dur ing the next two decades--and each
ti me their use was abandoned.

The most important poi nt about the use
of these piercing cancellers is that it
was a logi cal and not very 'di f f i cul t step
from th e sharp po ints on the cancellers
t o t he mo re effi cient perforati on of
st amps before t hey were applied t o paper.

The Russian sta mp jou rnal Fila telij a
(#3, 1917) pub l i shed i n St . Petersburg,
re por t ed that "The last new fa shion in
our ho bby consists of coll ect ing st amps
wi t h perforated ini ti al s of Moscow post­
of f i ces. Stamps of higher denomina tions
used on money transfer s and packet fo rms
are cancelled by perforat io n i nstead of
cuts . Sinc e Moscow has more than fif ty
post office s , it t akes a lot of work t o
pu t together a col l ection of stamps ac­
cording to the numbers of the post of­
fice s. A well known Finni sh stamp col -

CHECKLIST OF PRI VATE PERFI NS ON RUSSIAN STAMPS-----------------------------------------------

Numbers

1 1918) .

f1,

(Cl)
F. & Co.

A. K.
A.a.
ASEA
B.C .1.
s.o . or
B.C.

Al 1manna Svenska Elektriska A. B. , Hel s i nk i (later on Fi nl and)
Banca Commerciale Italiana, Constan t i nopl e (Russian levant )
This may be in the l at i n alphabet B.a . or B. C. or in the Rus sian
alphabet V. O. or V. S. The only known copy is a split found on a
10 ruble Soviet stamp of 1925.
Credit l yonnai s branch in Constantinople (Ru ssian levant)
Finlayson and Company, Tampere. Earliest copy known wi t h date 1898
is ten years before official permission fo r Perfi ns was granted.
This Russia n character is read Va and the Perfi n was repor t ed on a
Russ ian l evant stamp

K.B. Kar l Bostrom, Hanko (Fi nl and)
K.P. These Russian characters read K. R.
n.o. These Russia n characters read l .O.
R.S. Found on Russian stamp; date not clear
S. Mutual Insurance Company, Sampo, Turku, Finland
CMEliA This Russian word reads Smela
T. X. These Russian characters read T. Ch. (the ch is pronounced kh )
V. Unknown f irm from Turku, Fi nl and, probably Vakuut usyht io Cerdandi
V.E. Vik t or Ek Cy . , Hel si nki , Finl and

7, 9, 13, 16, and 17 are no t found on t he stamps of i ndependent Finl and (after
Number 3 was in use until 1933.

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

*8.

9.
10.
ll.
12.
13.

*14.
15.
16.
17.
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CHECKLIST OF OFFICIAL PERF INS ON RUSSIAN STAMPS --------------------------------------------

1. B.O.
2. X.R.

*3. YO? This Perfin was previously listed incorrectly as NR
4. ~P/A This Perfin was previously listed incorrectly as NR/A

*5. YVPA
*6. r .P.

7 x.r.s.
8. lGlEBb 2
9. ~EBb P.

10. nliITTH: Lodz (Poland) Central Post and Tel e9raph Office
11. M.R.
12. MYlHCR P.

13. M.n.1 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, +8, 9, 10, 11, --12, +13, 14, 15,
+16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, +25,+26, +27, +28,
+29, +30, +31, +32, 33, 34, 35, +36, T37, +38, +39, 40,
+41, +42,+43, +44, +45, +46, +47, +48, +49, +50, T51,
+52, +53, 54, 55, 56, +57, 58, 59, --60, 61, 62, 63, +64,
+65, 66, +67 , 68, +69.

Perfins of this type exist on the regular issues of 1904, 1909, and
1913 (Romanov) series and on al l denominations, including the 1,2,3,
7,10,14,15,25,35,50, and 75 kopeks, but more often on the 1,2,3,3.5,
5,7, and 10 rubles. The patterns numbered 1 to 69 belonged to
Moscow branch post offices.

14. M.n./IV
15. M.IT.lv
16. M.n./vi

17. €><€
\, These three patterns belonged to the three delivery branches of

the Moscow general post office.

*18.

*19.

~VI

~
~

20. M.Il./X.O.
21. HCRP
22. O.no/R
23. Il.Oo/2
24. IT.O./3
25. lITH:
26. T.R./l
27. T.R./2
28. T.R./3 I have this pattern on a 1924 Soviet stamp
29. T IT R
30. B.R.
31. B.II.
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OFFICIAL PE RFI NS CHECKLIST CONTINUED -------------- - - - - -

32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

YI1J1AtJ.EHO
OBPA3Elib

B 0

., .
•

• ••
•• •• • •

This Russian word is read "upla t cheno" and means "pai d."
Thi s Russian word is read "obrazetz" and i s the equi valent of t he
Engli sh word "specimen. " It was used for the perforation of s tamps
sent to var ious persons or organizations as specimens .
If in Russian char act er s , thi s Perfi n reads VOS and i s found on a
Sovi et souvenir st amp block.

37. e Thi s perforated symbol was re ported by Yu Al exandrov with a
January 191 7 date from Voronezh.

ED ITORIAL NOTE: The "camera ready" copy for thi s article was prepared by Floyd A.
Wal ker from a dra f t supplied by Voj t ech Maxa . Additi ons, cor rections , or comment s
abou t the ar ti cl e or about Ru ss i an Perfi ns shoul d be addressed to Vo j t ech Maxa, Box 50,
Praha 170 00 , CZEC HOSLOVAK IA . Because of the situat ions somet imes encount ered i n
i nternational ma il, registered mai l should be used for al l lett ers contai ning Perf i ns
or other phil atel i c materi al ..

has been a suggestion by some
specia l ists that t he Perfins

have classified as offi cia ls are

l ecto r f rom He ls i ng sfor was th e f irst to
star t this new speci ali zed branch of
Russi an ph il at ely. " Thi s clip was found
by Ma zur and pu blished a second t ime in
Fil atel i ja SSSR 5/73 ).

The author of t he 191 7 art ic l e wa s
exaggerat i ng somewha t : the Fi nni sh col­
l ector apparentl y had no great fo l lowing
but i t seems certain that he was t he
first collector and student of Russian
Pe rf ins and he wa s obviousl y a very early
Perfins collector regardless of country .

The available information t hen may be
interpreted t his way:

Russ ian stamps with Perfins consis t ing
of a monogram which includes the post­
off ice i ni t ial s and i n some case s numer­
al s may be regarded as official Perf i ns
of special charact er. Their role was to
safe ly cancel postage stamps on certain
posta l documents and thus prevent their
fraudu lent reuse . These Perfi ns wer e in­
t roduced sometime af t er October 1908.

Accor di ng t o Maz ur , the ear liest known
date of a Moscow official Perf in is Jan­
uary 2, 1911 , and the latest is December
1919.

There
Russ ian
whic h we
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in f act pr i vate Per fins used by l arge
banking hou ses or sim ila r businesses.

There are a coup l e of objections to
t hat idea. It is hard to imagi ne an.
Moscow busi ness f irm using Perfins con­
sist ing of two letters and the numera ls 1
to 69 .

And it must be noted that t he size
of many of these Perfi ns exceeds t he pre ­
scr i bed one-third of the face of t he
stamp and oblitera t es the val ues of the
stamps . Those fa cts seem to eli mi nate
the possibility tha t t hese Perfin s were
in fa ct pr i vate perforati ons.

However , the seem ingly obvious concl us­
ion t hat the se are official Perfi ns does
i t self have some weak points.

One has been pointed out by Ross el e­
vi t ch. He cla ims t hat smal l scale ven­
dors of postage stamps were authorized to
se l l only low denominati on postage stamps
and that they wo uld be un l i kely to pro­
vi de a mar ket for the higher val ue s tamps
sto le n i n the robberies of the pos t of ­
f i ces . This may be answered by th e fa ct
t hat br ibery was rath er widespread i n
Czari st Russia and since postal cl erks
were not very we ll paid t hey were of t en
suscep t ib le t o bribery . It does not see'
unlikely that a posta l cl erk could b ~
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Addit ional Patte rn s

. : .. : .

' " '"

U.S. AND FOREIGN PERF INS
ARE AVAILABLE
FROM THE SALES Mll.NAGER
\'lR ITE HI M TODAY

. . . . .. 0. 0 • . •• • " "

The L.L.H. Perfi n i s from Sa raj evo and
I have i t on t he 5h Emperor Franz Joseph
i ssue (Scot t #68) . The TT pattern ha s an
i l l egi ble pos tmark and I have it on the
l Dh countrys i de vi ew (Scot t #35) .

I have a feeli ng that there are oth er
patte rns f rom Bos nia and He rzegovi na and
I urge anyone who can add t o the st ory of
this terr itory 's Perfins to come forward.
- - - - - - -Vojtech Ma xa, Praha CZ ECHOS LOVAKIA

Reported by M a xa

Russian phi la tel y.
And last but not least I wi sh t o ex­

press my deep gratitude and admiration
for Pavel F. Mazur for his t i reless re ­
search wo rk i n t he Russian postal ar­
chives - -work without which i t would have
been impossi ble for me t o even try t o do
t hi s work on Ru ss ian Perf ins.

From Bosnia-Herzegovina

As a stud ent of East European Perfins,
I was deeply interested in Jan Prins'
article on the Perfi ns of Bosnia and
~erzegovina publis hed in the September
l ssue of the Bulletin . His identifica­
t ions of Perf i ns ' users are most val uabl e
to every phi la tel ist.

In his l i st i ng, Prins inc ludes two pat ­
t erns wh ic h are not in my col l ection
(B .A.G. and C.D.), but I can add ano ther
pair of Perf i ns he does not l ist: L.L .H.
and TT (see drawings below) . This makes
a total of 11 differe nt Perf i ns known t o
have been used in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

found who would buy the "recycl ed" sta mps
from the robbers and sell t hem over the
post al counters at full price .

Another objection to the scheme--and it
' s mi ne- - i s that the officia l Perf in ans­
wer seems too clumsy and does not remo~e

the core of t he problem . It seems only
logical that the posta l officia ls would
have been interested not only in prevent­
ing the reuse of stolen stamps but also
in preventing the theft of the stamps in
the first place . However , we must remem­
ber that the Czarist bu reaucracy was no
brighter t han the bu reaucracy i n oth er
parts of the world. The fact tha t the
Perfi n scheme was not i ntroduced i n t he
whole country as obv ious ly pla nned sug­
gests that somebody may have r eal i zed i ts
impract i bil i ty but did not abolish i t al ­
together.

Maybe other documents exis t which wi l l
shed further light on this problem when
they are uncovered.

I am planning a catalog of Russ ian Per­
fins at some future date, but there is
st i ll considerab le work to be done before
such a work i s attempted . In t he mea n­
time I have prepared a checklist of all
known Russian Perfins - -both private and
.f f ic l a l .

I have provided the list as part of
t hi s article. Full scal e drawings of the
dies are being prepared but are not i n­
cl uded here .

The maj or i ty of the Perfins l isted here
were seen by me; I either saw the actua l
stamp or I recei ved a drawing of the die .
In a few cases I learned about the Perfi n
f rom an article and t hese pat t er ns are
indi cated by an asteris k (*) before the
number.

The l i s t i ng and number i ng i s done sep­
arately for t he two categor ies . It is
possibl e that I have l isted some private
Perf ins as offic ials and some officials
as pr ivat e Perfi ns. As new i nformation
i s uncovered , adj ustmen t s can be made.

I wel come any fur t her i nformation any­
one can provide on th i s sUbj ect . The
work I have done so far would not have
been possibl e without the hel p of many
people around th e world .

In addi t i on t o those persons ci ted i n
t he ar t i cle , I of fe r my t han ks to Dr.
'tar vey Tilles, and t o Boris Pritt and
John Lloyd fro m the Brit ish Society of

7




