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U.S. AND FOREIGN PERF INS
ARE AVAILABLE
FROM THE SALES Mll.NAGER
\'lR ITE HI M TODAY
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The L.L.H. Perfi n i s from Sa raj evo and
I have i t on t he 5h Emperor Franz Joseph
i ssue (Scot t #68) . The TT pattern ha s an
i l l egi ble pos tmark and I have it on the
l Dh countrys i de vi ew (Scot t #35) .

I have a feeli ng that there are oth er
patte rns f rom Bos nia and He rzegovi na and
I urge anyone who can add t o the st ory of
this terr itory 's Perfins to come forward.
- - - - - - -Vojtech Ma xa, Praha CZ ECHOS LOVAKIA

Reported by M a xa

Russian phi la tel y.
And last but not least I wi sh t o ex

press my deep gratitude and admiration
for Pavel F. Mazur for his t i reless re 
search wo rk i n t he Russian postal ar
chives - -work without which i t would have
been impossi ble for me t o even try t o do
t hi s work on Ru ss ian Perf ins.

From Bosnia-Herzegovina

As a stud ent of East European Perfins,
I was deeply interested in Jan Prins'
article on the Perfi ns of Bosnia and
~erzegovina publis hed in the September
l ssue of the Bulletin . His identifica
t ions of Perf i ns ' users are most val uabl e
to every phi la tel ist.

In his l i st i ng, Prins inc ludes two pat 
t erns wh ic h are not in my col l ection
(B .A.G. and C.D.), but I can add ano ther
pair of Perf i ns he does not l ist: L.L .H.
and TT (see drawings below) . This makes
a total of 11 differe nt Perf i ns known t o
have been used in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

found who would buy the "recycl ed" sta mps
from the robbers and sell t hem over the
post al counters at full price .

Another objection to the scheme--and it
' s mi ne- - i s that the officia l Perf in ans
wer seems too clumsy and does not remo~e

the core of t he problem . It seems only
logical that the posta l officia ls would
have been interested not only in prevent
ing the reuse of stolen stamps but also
in preventing the theft of the stamps in
the first place . However , we must remem
ber that the Czarist bu reaucracy was no
brighter t han the bu reaucracy i n oth er
parts of the world. The fact tha t the
Perfi n scheme was not i ntroduced i n t he
whole country as obv ious ly pla nned sug
gests that somebody may have r eal i zed i ts
impract i bil i ty but did not abolish i t al 
together.

Maybe other documents exis t which wi l l
shed further light on this problem when
they are uncovered.

I am planning a catalog of Russ ian Per
fins at some future date, but there is
st i ll considerab le work to be done before
such a work i s attempted . In t he mea n
time I have prepared a checklist of all
known Russian Perfins - -both private and
.f f ic l a l .

I have provided the list as part of
t hi s article. Full scal e drawings of the
dies are being prepared but are not i n
cl uded here .

The maj or i ty of the Perfins l isted here
were seen by me; I either saw the actua l
stamp or I recei ved a drawing of the die .
In a few cases I learned about the Perfi n
f rom an article and t hese pat t er ns are
indi cated by an asteris k (*) before the
number.

The l i s t i ng and number i ng i s done sep
arately for t he two categor ies . It is
possibl e that I have l isted some private
Perf ins as offic ials and some officials
as pr ivat e Perfi ns. As new i nformation
i s uncovered , adj ustmen t s can be made.

I wel come any fur t her i nformation any
one can provide on th i s sUbj ect . The
work I have done so far would not have
been possibl e without the hel p of many
people around th e world .

In addi t i on t o those persons ci ted i n
t he ar t i cle , I of fe r my t han ks to Dr.
'tar vey Tilles, and t o Boris Pritt and
John Lloyd fro m the Brit ish Society of
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