
PUNCHED CONTROL MARKINGS on Schermack Type III Coils by K.F. Lougee

I bel i eve the best way to pre sent t his
l isting of the punched markings on Schermack
Type III coils i s to reprint in its entirety
an &rticle publ i shed in the Apr i l 1969~
fins Bulle t in , whi ch is, in my opinion , the
most informative ar t i cl e whichhas been pr e ­
sented.

The r e i s one porti on whi ch ne eds clarifi­
cation. Whi l e in 1969 the one and two-cent
denomina t ion s wer e only known to have been
punched , since that t ime two copies of the
three-cent coil have been reported with the
#37 pattern of t he nine -hole solid t ype, and
a single cop y of t he four-cent coil has been
reported with the "0" pattern of the t welve­
hol e open square.

Following i s text of t he 1969 article.
In 1906 the governcent began issuing im­

pe r f orate stamps in sheets of 400 t o meet
t he demand of t he manufact ur e r s of vending
and affixing machines. It is with t he latter
group that our attention is f ocused .

The se compan i es punched and cut the im­
per f orat e sheets into coils so that they
mi ght be u sed in the machines whi ch they
manufac tured.

The Schermack company, whi ch lat er became,
f i rst , t he Mail -omet er company, and , l ater,
the Mai l -a-Me t er company, was one such com­
pany . Mr. J .J . Schermackinvented, developed
and produced an electrically operated stamp
affixing and envelope sealing machine, and by
1909 was perforating coils with two slots
(o r rectangular per f ora t i on s ) and supplying
t hem in r oll s of 3 ,000 a t 50 cen t s over face
va l ue to owner s of t heir af f i xing machines .

However , the Schermack company sold its
interest in the busine s s and the nev company
changed the name. The new company, aft er ex­
perimenting wi th some l arge r ound holes in
an at tempt to get t he gove rnment to produce
a special coi l f or them, dropped . t he idea
when t he Bureau decl ined t o pr oduce the
special coil s t amps. MeanWhi l e, the comp~

cont inued t o u se t he t wo-slot pe r fo rat i on
and continued t o do so for some 20 year s .
The standard stamp cataloguers labeled this
type of pe rforat ion Schermack Type III, al­
though after July 1909, the Mail -0- Meter
company did t he perforating.

What interests usas Perfin collectors is
the fact t ha t t he se coil stamps were also
f ound with additional holes punched through
t he stamp i tself. These additional perfor­
ations, while not arranged as initials, num­
erals, or designs, as we use the t er ms , in the
PerfinsClub catalogof perforated stamps, or
the recently compiled illustrated wor k , ARE
Perfins in a sense and consequently have a
pl ace in Perfin collections.

The "gadget "which made these perforations
or cont rol marks on the co i l stamps wa s an
extra pi ece of equi pment added t o t he af f i x­
ing machi ne. When t he coil st amps wer e in­
serted into the affi xing devi ce ther e were
no control markings on t hem. When the knife

3

blade severed t he stamps be ing af fixed on
t he cover, the same operat i on punched t he
control hol es on the adjacent stamp.

SL~ce the stamps wer e l ocked into the
affixing mach i ne and r egi ste r s counted every
stamp applied , t here ac tually was no need
for t he control marking a s a precaut ion
aga ins t pi lfer ing. But perforated iden t i ­
fications wer e ver y popular at that time , so
t he manufactur er met the demand .

The patent applicat i ons fo r t his perfo~

ating gadge t wa s f i led October 9 , 1909, by
Mr. Bennett D. Strai ght , and was grant ed
under #1127543 on February 9 , 191 5. Mr .
Strai ght assigned the pa t en t t o t he Y~il -O­

Met e r company .
The Mail-a-Me te r companyexperimente:l wi th

at l east two t ypes of control mar kings ,
and t hen dec ided on a thi r d t ype consisting
of t hree horizontal l ine s of t hree hol es
each, t he basic pattern be ing a nine-hole
solid square. By eliminating one or more
hol es from the basic des ign , a l ar ge number
of patterns could be used.

One of t he exp erimental t ypes was an up­
r i ght diamond. A stamp wi t h this per fo r ­
ation is hard t o come by.

The second experi ment al type was a twelve­
hol e open square having f our hol es on each
side.

(See i llust r at i ons , not to scale, beLow , )
The Mai l - a-Mete r company sold their af­

fixing mach i ne s and t he co 1 stamps to con­
cerns who had a l ar ge SUbscript i on or adver ­
tising volume of mail.

So f ar a s i s known, only one and two-cent
st amps wer e used. Scott s type s A- 138 , A- 139
and A- l40 wer e t he onl y i mper f or ate s u sed .

The numbe r assigned to each cont r ol de sign
is det ermined by the position of t he elimi­
nated hol e or hol es . A pattern wi th all nine
or twelve hol es pre sent is li sted a s # "0 ".
All determinations t o be made wi th the stamp
f ace up and head up, since thi s was the way
the stamps were f ed i nt o the a f f i xing machine
before t he perforating t ook place .

E X A M P L E S

• . I 2 3 • · · . •4 5 6 • •
7 8 9 · · . .

Read #0 #0 M #159
---------------

• . . • A B C D • •
• E F •
• G H

• • I JK L • • • .
Read #0 #0 D BK-----------

If anyone has information concerning t he
items listed wi thout illustration on t he fol­
lowing pages, or further information concern­
ing ot her items,listed or unlisted, it would
be appreciated if theywould conmunf.cat e wi th
me :



PU NCHED C O N TRO L MA R K I NG S O N SCHERMACK
T Y P E III C a I L S.

SYMBOL
USED

BY

The following symbols have been used in connection with the items herein listed:
** Identification based on cover.
## This item taken from a list by Mr. L. N. Littlefield, published in 1962;

source of original information not known to the writer.
NO SYMBOL: These listings taken from old notes, original sources not known.

MISSING SYMBOL MI SSI NG
CONTROL USED CONTROL

HOLES BY HOLES

NO\fYork NY

**

Cosmopolitan
Uagaz ine,
NewYork NY

Succes s
:.:agazine

19

17

14

13

NewYork NY

IIlf
Spsnc~ TJoas lc
and Company,

**Smith Gray &

No name;

Wall s treet ,
New York NY

NewYork, NY.

**
25 David ,iilliarns

and Co.,

NewYorlc NY

** •

7 28 Tax Fa,yers
League,

Detroi t, l!i ch.

,..
**Fidelity C. A. Strelinge

9 Phenix I ns. 36 company

Chicago , Illi Det roit, ~:ich .

4

1

a



llawYork NY.

Smit h ~ Gra:r134
I
I

Detroit ,"'iell.

Chalmers Hot or
Co.,

56

39

MISSING SYMBOL MISSING SYMBOL

CONTROL USED CONTROL USED
HOLES BY HOLES BY

** II

37 Babson Bros., 5'7 E. r. ROUihton
and Co.,

Chicaho, ill
NewYork NY

#I

45 Hami!lacher 68
Schle.'IIcer ce.,
NowYork NY

"'*
46 69 Nat.l. Fire

Ins. co , ,

Chicago, III

1#
47 Ohio Electric 79 Third Nat'l.

Co., ~ank,

Chicago, ill Stloui s , 1/.0.

** **
48 !abo Corset Co. 124 A. Salts.

Cldcago, I II Ne"York NI

•

49 127
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SYMBOL
USED

BY

579

367

MISSING
CONTROL

HOLES

349

258

SYMBOL
USED

BY

NewYork NY.

**
Cosmopolitan

ltagazine,

HI/H

468 "'eyer Roth ~
236 Quaker Oats ce; ;

Company,

Ill ..Chi c8i:o,
Chicago, Ill.

IiH

47/3 Succeas v'a lt&z
237

New York, NY.

246

137

139

136

MISSING
CONTROL

HOLES

#II illDetroit and 378U 9 Cleveland !labe on Bro~ .,
Navisation Co.

Chicfii:C , Ill.
Detroit Ilich.

Yr9179
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MISSING
alNTROL

HOLES

SYMBOL
USED

BY

MISSING
CONTROL

HOLES

SYMBOL
USED

BY

678

689

1239

1245

1249

1279

1289

1367

Kill Publishing
Company

NewYork NY.

See note)

Review of
Revlewe

Ne>..York NY
See note

1378

1379

1469

1679

2356

2458

3467

**
The Osborne Co.

NewYork, rn.
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ChiC8li:o. III

Julian
Harthorne Co

23J.56

12589

13579

11.789

13467

14689

14678

DeLaVa!
Separator Co

W. M. Crane
Company

**
John Wanamaker

1#

New York NY

Ne~York NI

NewYork NY.

5689

4679

4678

5679

4589

MISSING SYMBOL MISSING SYMBOLCXJNTROL USED CONTROL USEDHOLES BY HOLES BY

**
DelaVal

4578 Separator (;0 •• 12469

NewYork. NY.

12456

12358

8



245679

23456789David William'S
Co. ,

NewYor k , NY

25789

24679

HISSING SYHBOL !USSDm SYHBOL
CONTROL USED CONTROL USED

HOLES BY HOLES BY

"
23578 34678 5abson Brothers

Chicago, III

I
#I

I
24568 Austin Nichols 45679

Co. J

NewYork NY

**
24678 45689 U. T. Hungerford

NewYork NY

Nota.
In addition to the idootitications of 8689 and 11245 in the above list,
the tollowin..: I'IlIY be added, based on rllported eOYer••

I 689
** Engineering .and Mining Journal
- American lilachine-Power

Both NewYOrk NY

11245
** Good Humor
** I.lOOd Health
** W.C\;luree Ma&azine
** Box 43 Station D

All NewIork, NY.
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TWELVE HOLE OPEN SQUARE.

HISSING
CONTROL

HOLES

None

ADIL

AFK

AGHL

SY1'1ooL
USED

BY

HISSIlJG
CONTROL

1l0Li, S

BCEFGH

BEFJ

CFGHJ

CFGJ

CFK

SYHBOL
USED

BY

Upright
DiBJnop.d

EXPERIMENTAL

,,)


