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NIAGARA , ST. CATHARINES & TORONTO RAILWAY CO .

In the year 1888 , a steam r oad, The St .
Catharines and Niagara Fa l l s , c ompleted it s
line between the two citie s of i t s t i t l e .
Followi ng bankruptcy i n 1889 , t he r oad was
t aken over by the Ha i nes Syndicate of New
York , reorgan ized as the Niagara St . Ca t ha ­
r i n e s and Toronto , and e lectrified , servi c e
be ginning on J u ly 19, 190 0. In 1901 , the
c ompany acquired the Port Dalhousie, St .
Catharines and Thorold, which had bui lt the
fir st int erc i t y electric line in Canada ,
placed in service be t we en St. Catharines and
Thorold in 1887. In May t he line to Por t
Dalhousie was c omQleted .

In 1905 , the Ni choll s , E. R. Woods gr oup ,
aff i l iat es of Mackenz i e , a cqui red the r oad.
Nicho l ls was a pi oneer developer of elec ­
tric equipment · and pr es i dent of Cana di an
Genera l Elec t r i c. A n ew l i ne was bu i l t
southward f r om Thorold t o We Iland in 1907
and to Port Colborne in 1911 , and a line t o
Ni agar a - on - t he - Lake was comp leted in 1913.
The s y s t em be c ame a Canadian Nor t he rn s ub­
sidiary and t hus pas s e d in t o the hands of
t he Domin ion in 1917 .

In 1931, the Niagara-on - the-Lake l i ne
was discont inued, and the l oca l l ine from
Thoro ld to St . Cathar i nes wa s abando ned .
In the summer of 1958 the company app l i ed
f or pe rmi s s ion to abandon s e rvi c e, and this
was approved in Janua r y 195 9 . Car load
f reight s ervice continues.

BRITISH COLUMBIA ELECTRIC RAILWAY

This 125 -mile sys t em center i ng on Van ­
couver was the Domi n ion 's l arges t s ys tem .
provi di ng extensive subur ban serv ice , . pl u s
a l ong -distance line wi t h concentrat~on on
freight traffic .

The f i rst s egment was buil t i n 1891 a s
the New Westmins ter and Vancouv er Tramsway s ,
Lt d . , direct l y to New West mi nster v ia Cen ­
tral Park. I t was absorbed by Br i tish Col ­
umbia Elec tric when t he latte r was f ormed
i n 1897 . In 1905, the company l ea sed t he
Vancouver and Lulu Island from CPR and el ec ­
trified f rom Vancouver t o Steverson f or pas ­
senger s ervi ce . In 1909, a link was c om­
pleted f rom Eburne on the Steve rson line t o
~ew Westminster , and on J une 12 , 1911, a
t h i r d line was opened to New We s t mins ter v ia
Burnaby . The company ha d bu i lt a 65-mi le
line f rom New Wes tmi ns ter up the Frazer
Va l l ey to Chi l lewack , opened on October 3,
1910 . The l a s t l i ne, disconnec ted from the
r emainder , was bui l t f rom Victoria on Van ­
couver Island to De ep Cover, 22 mi les, c om­
pleted on June 19, 191 3 . Br i t i sh . Columbia
Electric was f or many ye ars a Br ~ t ~sh c om­
pany , i ts po l i c ies di r ected f rom London . In
1927 con trol passed f r om England to the
Powe~ Company of Canada (Nesb i t t -Thompson -
Gundy ) interests . .

The Saani ch line was abandoned ~n 1924,
bu t otherwise t he sys tem r emained l arge l y
i n t ac t until a ft er \<WII . In the l ate
f ort i es, however, the management de c i ded t o
abandon all rail passenger s e rvi c e on Sep ­
t ember 30 , 1950, and t he line was di ese lized .
The lines wer e abandoned , with the l as t be i.ng
on November 17 , 1956 . One line was ~n s e r ­
vice f or 63 years, for years of serv~ce the
second longest in either country . Most of
the lines, except the Burnaby route, have
be en r etained f or freight oper at ion s .
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