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Wi l l iam Dawson &
fig. 5

H. S . Ki ng & Co.
fi g . 2

plates: 134 158 17 1 175 176
My own copy i s p l ate 204 wi t h an
London WCl pos t ma r k . Can anyon e
t his us age wi th a cove r?

A s e cur i ty underprint i s r e corde d f or
Smi t h s reading : W.H.SMITH/ AND SON,/ 186 STRAND.
on ld . p l a t e s 73 78 92 97 102 103 109 111
114 121 12 4 131 134 147 152 164 169 173 17 4
183 , a ll i n r ed r e ading s i deways , ei t her up
or down. The 2d. p lates 9 and 14 i n blue
underprinting are a lso kn own .

Establ i s hed at Duke Street, Gros venor
Square , Lon don , about 1821 by two bro t he r s,
Henry Edward an d William Henry Smi t h, as
News Vendors . This deve l oped i nto a busi­
ness of wholesale and retail News pap e r
Agent s , Books e l l er s , Libr a r i ans, Bookbinders,
Pr inters , Sta t i one rs an d Adver t is i ng Agents .

Controlled entirely b y W. H. Smith f rom
182 9 t o 18 46 , when hi s son, of the s ame
name , was taken i nto partnershi p . Opening
the i r fi r st r ai l wa y bo ok sta l l a t Euston
Station 1st Nov embe r 1848 , they had ove r
200 in ope r a t ion on the stations o f the
r a i lways o f the London & Nor t hwe s t ern and
the Great We s t ern by the end of 1905 .

The y went through various par t ne r s h i ps
unti l t he name Smi t h disappeared i n 19 13,
when the Hon . W. F. D. Smith t ook t he title
Viscount Hambledon upon the de a t h o f h i s
mother , the wife of the second W. H. Smi t h.

The c ompany was registered on 9th Mar ch
192 9 as W. H. Smith and Son Limited, t o
t ake over t he business and certain a s s ets
of W. H. Smith & Son.
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390 W.H.S . / &S .14 ,12,lO /12 ,lO 4~ ( l I l a )

38 0 . 1 WHS 12,10,9 4~ ( 1 5~ wide)

380. 3 WHS 14 , 16 ,10 5 , 7 ~ , 5mm

Al t houg h not identified in t he r ecent
catalogu e s , t he Pe rf i n wa s expected t o be :

Inste ad, and thi s is a puz zle . the Pe r ­
f in was a single letter - R 12 5~. Check­
ing through the catalogue, t he u ser o f the
R is not i den t i f i e d . Going to t ho se used
by W. H. Smith & Son , the l is tin g is :

The first die , 38 0 . 1 , is t oo modern so
can be discounted . The s e cond , 380.3, is
roughly of t he period i n question . But
the earlies t examples that I have are on
King Edward VI I issues . The only clear ly
da t ed copy being February 1908 . The Per ­
fin con tinuing through to the ear ly KGVI
i s sue s, the s o -called dark colours.

So t o the questions:

When writing ab out the cancellations
i dent i f y i n g Perf i n s in the September 1975
Bulletin, it wa s state d, when dealing wi th
the £,rm o f W. H. Smi th & Son, t hat no Per ­
fin s wi th t he sp e c i a l ob l i t er a tor wer e
kno~~ to me . This i s stil l t he c a s e , at
least as far a s Figure 7 i n t hat article
i s c oncerned .

Illus t r ated is a f urthe r example of
another t ype that was allocated t o Smiths.
Recent l y, a s i ngl e ~d . vermi l i on o f t he
"Jubilee" i s sue was f ound t o have a s imi l ar
cance l, e x c ep t t he inner r ing wa s 19mm in
diameter, instead o f the 20mm o f the il ­
l u s t r at i on ( r e duced) . Mos t of the date o f
t he can cel appear s on the s t amp - 9 JY 9?

1 . When did W. H. Smith & Son f i rst use
Perf i ns ?

2 . What was t he style of t heir first Pe r ­
f i n ?

3 . Does the proper Pe r fin and s pec ial c an­
cel exist on a stamp ?

4. Who u sed the R Perfin i l l u s t r a t e d ?

In r e ga r d t o questions 1 and 2,
d i e 39 0 de f i nitely u s ed b y Smiths ?
wr i ters seeme d t o t hink so. Both
an d Bowman give the identity an d

was the
Ear l ier

Jennings
lis t l d .

If you've misp lac ed a c op y o f the Bul­
letin and wou ld like a r eplacement, ~
secretary can pr obab l y he l p you. ~opies

of all 19 79 i s s u e s and mos t 1978 'ssues
ar e available f or 15 C each- -provided you
we r e a member at the time the i ssue was
pub lished. Copies of i s sue s pub l i s he d
pr ior t o the t i me you became a member are
o f f e r ed at 40 C each . Wr i t e the sec r e tary
a t Box 82 , Gr an dv iew , MO 6403 0 .
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