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PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAI LWAY

The largest inter-city railway s y s t em in
the United States wa s the Pacif i c Electric
(P e r fin P7 0 ) , whi ch, in its pe ak yea rs , op e r ­
ate d ov e r 1, 000 mi l es o f track , and about
700 mi l es o f service . The h is tory o f the
sys t em i s v er y c ompl ex. and cannot be deve l ­
op e d at length he r e.

The Pacifi c Electric was formed i n Se p­
tembe r 190 0 by the merger o f e ight compan­
ies , wh i ch all ha d b e en unde r common c on ­
tro l, a lthough s ome had started life a s
i ndependent r o a ds. The predece s s ors da t e
back t o 1895 when a l ine was comple ted f rom
Lo s Angeles t o Pasadena , and 1896 , whe n
the l i ne v i a Hol l ywo o d t o Santa Monica was
fin ished . The bulk o f t he mi leage was bu i lt
du r i ng t h e nex t de c a de .

By 1915 , t h e Pac i f ic Electric wa s on e of
t he f inest electric railway properties in
the country, with t he most modern equipment.
The road developed freight ser vice at an
early date, particular ly carload traffic,
wi t h citrus fruit s, o i l, and inb ound mer ­
chandise. Bu t mos t of the revenue s (typi ­
cally about 75% - and 50 % even a s late a s
195 3 ) came from passen g e r s e r v i c e . Profits
f or a number o f y e a rs we r e moderate , but
n ot h igh. Traffic r ose sharply up to 1923
as the area gr e w rapidly , and then fell as
automobi le u s e increased .

Between 1938 and 1941 a significant por­
t ion of the passenger s e rvice was aban doned,
includi ng the s e r v i c e t o San Be rnardi no ,
Rivers i de and Pomona, San Gabriel and Tem­
p le, Yorba Linda , Fullerton and Whit t ier ,
Redondo and Newport Beach . Bas ica l ly, the
r oad was t h e vi c t im o f t he pr o duc tivity
s qu e e z e , and any a t t emp ts t o avo i d it we r e
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rendered diffi cult. Once t he traffic vo l ­
ume began to fa ll again after the wa r , the
r o a d took steps to c onvert to freight -only
operation .

In 19 50 , all r ema i ning passenger s ervice
wa s abandoned except t o Long Beach and San
Pedr o , and t o Bellflower, Hollywood, and
Burbank . In 1954 , these remaining lines
were sold . The difficulty was aggravated b y
ab sentee cont r o l for man y y e ar s , by the Sou ­
t he rn Pacific's general lack of interes t
after 1924 in local passenge r servi ce.

VI SALIA ELECTRIC RAILROAD

The Vi s a l i a Electri c Rai l road (Perfin
P70 ) operated s everal l ines in t h e c i tru s ­
f ruit ar e a in Tular e Coun ty (in t he southe rn
part of t he San Joaquin Va l l ey) . Th e line
was bu i l t t o Lemon Cove in 1905 , but n ot
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until Ma r ch 190 8 was e lectrificat i on of this
line and the line f rom Vi s a l i a t o Exete r c om­
p l e t e d and passenger service es tablished.
Service was extended t o Terminus i n 1909,
and t o Elderwood on Jul y 31, 1915 . Mos t of
t he runs terminated at Woodlake, some cars
going on to Elderwood and to Redbanks. A
n on -electrified line was built from Exete r
s outh to Strathmore in 1916 .

The p assenger revenue reache d its peak
in 1912 . By 1923 it had dropp ed quite sub ­
stantially. In 192 4 , the company requested
p e rm i s s i on t o discont inue passenger s e r v i c e .
Th e Strathmore line was cut back t o E1 Mi r a ­
dor in 1942 and t o Faye t t e in 1953 . The
system was dieselized in 1944 .

Fo r a time the Vi s a l i a Electric op e r a t e d
t he non -electric line from Chowchilla to
Dairyland, in Madera County . It wa s aban ­
doned after t he Peninsular Railway b egan
freight operations in the San Jose area .

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA TRACTION COMPANY

The s e cond system t o serve Sacramento was
the Cen t r a l California Tra ction Company (Per­
fin Wl54A) , whose 53 -mile main line connec ­
t ed the c a pita l city with Sto ck t on, with a
branch l ine f rom the main line to Lo d i .

The St ockton -Lodi l i ne was built fi rst ,
complete d in September 1907 . I n August 1910,
t he ma i n l i n e f r om Lo d i Junc tion into Sacra ­
men t o was p laced in op e r a t i on . For a numb e r
of years t he r oad was ope r ated jointly with
the s epa r a t e ly owned Tidewate r Southern . I n

the ear l y twen ti e s the Sou t hern Pacific sought
to buy control, and was oppose d by the Sa n t a
Fe and the We s t e rn Pac i fic. Fi n a lly , e ach
was permi tted by the I.C . C . to buy a one ­
third interest. Herbert Fleis hacher remained
as president, a pos t whi ch h e he l d f or 30
years.

Almost from t he f ir s t, the CCT built up a
substantial f r e i gh t bus ines s, and was a fin ­
ancial succes s, one o f t he f ew interurban s
n ever in bankruptcy . But p ass enge r r ev enu e
was h it by t he aut omobi le . First , the
through ser vice to Lodi wa s re du ced t o shut ­
t le ope r at ion ; then on February 5, 19 33, a ll
passenger s e rvi c e was s u s pended . However ,
even in t he wor s t year s o f the depres sion,
despite a drop in revenue , the l i n e never
enc oun t e r e d operating def i c its . Th e line
continued t o op e r a t e the s u burban Sacrament o
streetcar service on t h e ma i n - l i n e track
until 1944, wh e n all st r ee tcar s e r v i c e in
Sa cramen t o wa s taken over by t he Pa c i f i c City
lines. In 1946, the road also eliminated
electric op e r a t i on in fav or o f diesel ser ­
vice. Since that time v i r tua l ly no changes
have occurred.

SACRAMENTO NORTHERN RAI LWAY

The largest of the s ystems was the Sacra­
mento Nor ther n (Perfin W154A), whos e 183 ­
mile r un from San Francisco to Ch ico was
one of the longest thr ough runs an ywhere in
t he coun try . The SN was one of the best i n -
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NUMERAL PERF INS OF HUNGARY BY VOJ TECH MAXA

Bi ll Turney (#1538) ha s sent the ed i t or
a Xerox c opy o f a cover carried on the
famous liner Aquatania 45 y e ar s ago . The
sender , whose rubber-stamped name and ad­
dress appear on the back of t he cover ,
was EDM . SCHLUTER & co . Coffee Dept. 24
Mark Lane , Lon don, E.C . The t hree ha lf ­
pence s t amp which conveyed the cover by
seapost bears the E/S CO Pe r f i n of the
f irm. Bi l l wonders if the coffee merchant
is s till in business.

In the J anuary 1977 i s sue o f t he Bu lletin,
Mi cha e l Bur rows publ i s hed an excellent re
view o f t he numeral Perf ins on KG VI i s sues
o f Great Br i t a i n .

Now I would like t o draw the at t ent ion o f
Bulletin readers t o other numeral Perfins - ­
t hose of Hungary . In my catalog of the Per­
fins of Hungar y , I list t he C02 and C.C.33
Perfins. Since t he c atalog was is sued, I
have f ound two more true numeral Perf ins , as
foll ows,

·-l
_ _ I:

c---'- " - '"

The Ti de wat e r Southern developed i nto an
extremely signific an t f e eder f or the t-,Tes t e rn
Pacific, and s upp l ied an e xtens ive vo l ume
of carload frei ght t o the pa rent c ompany.
Exc ept f or the shor t period around 1930 when
t he passenger s e rvi ce was dragging the r oad ,
it con t i nua l ly showed (and st i l l shows ) a
good pro f it , an unus ua l si tuat i on f or what
i s ess ent i a lly a branch-line ope r a t i on .

(His to r i c a l da t a on the r a i l way s covere d
in t hi s artic le was taken in pa rt from the
book, "The Electric Inte r urban Rai lways in
Ame r i ca ," by Go e r ge W. Hil t on and John F.
Due, pub l ished by the Stanford Univers ity
Press, Stan fo rd , Cali f ornia . )

The 2 Perfin was used in Budapest on 28
June (ye ar unknown) and was found on the
60f Turul s t amp of 1909/19 13 . The 7 Perfin ,
als o used in Budape s t (dat e unknown) is on
the 6 f stamp o f the s ame s e r i e s .

One wonde rs who i s using s uch Perfins- ­
which tell v e r y little about t heir ow~ers .

The patterns do not s eem to be part o f a
dating or numbering devi c e of the s ort used
mos t ly by Kodak . I doub t tha t such number ­
ing machines were in use i n Hungary in t he
yea r s preceding Wor ld War I .

Has an yone f ound o ther numer a l s on Hun ­
gar i an s t amps?

TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

The o ther line op e r at i ng out of St ockt on
was t he Tidewa t e r Sou t he r n (Perf i n W154A)
bu i l t as an i ndependent r o ad , but a Wes t e rn
Pacific subsidi ar y after 191 7 . The r o ad was
neve r e lectrified in its entirety , and never
was us ed e lec t r i c a l ly f or f reight serv i c e
except in Modes to. The main line extended
southeastward f rom Stockton t o Es calon . The
company never op e ra t ed s t re e t car s e rvice.

Cons t ruct i on was begun in 1911, and in
Oc tob er of 19 12, s t e am pa s senger s e rvi ce
was opened f rom Stock ton t o Modes to. Elec ­
trification of t hi s line was completed on
November 15 , 1913. In 191 6 , the l i ne was
ex tended t o Turlock, and in 191 7 t o Hatch,
but these line s never were electrified, and
never opera ted pa s senger service . The c om­
pan y owne d on ly three passenger cars . Ser ­
vice f or a number o f years was ope r a t e d at
one -hour intervals, but was cut back in the
late tw enties. All passenger service ended
on May 26 , 1932 , and t he section of track
f r om Ortego into Stockton was abandoned .

t erurban s , f rom t he s tandpo i n t o f s er v i ce ,
and i t ut i lized a wide vari e t y o f type s o f
equ ipment .

The Sacramento Northern of l at er ye ar s
rep r esen ted a conso l idat ion o f two long.
s e par a t e and, in many ways, dist i nct t yp es
o f lines. The n orthe rn l ines, including
those to Woodland and Vacavi lle, were or i ­
ginally t he Northern El ectr ic . The compan y
purchas ed the Chico Stree t ra i l way system
f r om the Diamond Match Company in 1906. On
Apr i l 26 of that year it comple t ed the i n ­
terurban l ine to Orovi l l e, and in December
i t estab l ished south to Marysv i lle. Thi s
s egmen t was built with a t h i rd r a i l , whi ch
s ubs e qu en t ly was used on all o f the Northe r n
Electric Lines . On September 7. 1907 . through
s e rv i c e was estab l ished t o Sa cramento .

Ne x t came t he branc he s . The fir s t , com­
p leted October 31. 1907. was Chico to Hamil ­
t on. A s eco nd. Ju ly 4 , 191 2, Sa c ramento t o
Woo dland. The thi r d , June 13, 1913, Yuba
Ci ty t o Colus a . In 1926, a Uni on Sta t ion was
bu i l t in Sa c ramento in conjunct i on wi th the
Northe rn El ec tric and the Central Cali f ornia
Trac t ion Company .

The Oakland, Antioch and Eas tern we n t into
receivership and wa s reorganized in 19 20 as
the San Francisco -Sacramento Railro ad, kno wn
as the Sacrament o Short Li ne . In t urn , t he
s tock of the new road was purcha sed in 1927
by We stern Pacific, whi ch had bought the Sac­
ramento Northern i n 1922 . In 1928, the two
electric r oads were merged.

The unprofi table Danville branch was aban­
doned i n 192 4 , and , in 1926 , t he r oad elimin­
ated service on t he Vacavi lle branch . The
la st pas senger oper a t i on of the c ompany was
the s i ng l e - c ar Bi rney streetcar line in Chico ,
discon t i nued on Decembe r 14 , 1947 . Some of
t he r oad s st il l in use continue t o be an i m­
po r t an t freight feede r for the pa r ent Wes­
t ern Pacific.
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