
but since it was the base wo rd fo r t he con ­
test , he felt i t should be i ncluded . Be ­
sides , who i s t he r e among us who wou l d not
s ay that the wor d PERFI NS ought t o be i n
every dictionary ?

Many o f the contest ant s wrote notes ex ­
pres sing pleasure at the opportunity to
part icipate in such a c onte st . The editor
enj oye d it, t oo - but he wou l d not want t he
t a sk o f handl i ng ano ther one anytime soon .

Over 6, 500 Perfins of Germany mounted on
white Perfin pag es , i n a l ph abe t i cal s e ­
quence, plus Design s . Des igns i nclude
Fis h , Swan, Glive, Li gh tning , Shamrock,
S Anchors and many o thers , over 70 de ­
s igns ; a lso Ge rman occupat ion o f Belg i um,
offices i n China, Romania , e t c . Booked
in thr ee National three - ring locking
bi nders .

Cl osing date of Auction, December 31 ,
1979 . Reserve $600 . 00 .

For sale to highes t bidder at 10% i n ­
creas e ov e r the next h ighest bidder .

Buyer t o pa y insurance and s h i ppi ng c os t s .
Purchase prince t o be pai d on e half upon
notification of winning and balance within
10 da ys of receipt of collection .

Send bids t o J. A. Gooding, Auc tion
Chairman , 923 N. Anita Ave. , Gonza l es ,
LA 70737 . Include complete ma i l i ng a d­
dress and telephone number with bid .

"M6 IN THE ADAC HI CATALOG "
M6 was, a s the Adachi Catalog notes,

owned and used by Nish i oka Brewery Co ... but
t he per for ated letters r e ad "Ku- Yo -U ll whi ch
men as "nine star s . It The name o f t he brewery,
"Ni s h i oka , " do es not have su ch a me aning .
How, t hen , did t he Ku -Yo -U come to be?

The brewery was l ocated in Kumamoto
prefectur e and Kumamoto had be en owned by
t he Ho s ok awa clan in the feudal e ra before
Me ij i Restoration i n 18 77 . The coat o f arms
o f the Hos okawa clan c ons i s t e d of a circle
of eight smal l dots surrounding a larger one
which denotes lI e i ght star s around t he sun, "
and it was called Ku - Yo- U.

Nishioka Br ewery Co. seems to have taken
it fo r the label of the i r products : SAKE.
Today , bo t h t he sake and the br ewery do not
exist. Probably , t hey s e em to hav e dis ­
appeared during \VWII .

The ab ove i nforma t i on is f rom t he Japan
Study Group Bul let i n and is extrac t ed from
a c ontributed ar t icle by S . Sako , who is a
member of the group . It was submitted t o
the Pe r f i n s Bulletin by H. Mae da .

THE STORY OF APERFI N---------------------
470 Norman W. Touchet t e (# 130 5) St . Louis ,

Missour i
461 Char l e s H. Thomps on (#65 1) Champaign ,

Illinois
458 Rober t W. Fifield, Sr . (111652) Valley

Stream, New York
455 Pau l A. Mi stre tta (# 1329) Pineville,

Loui s i ana
441 C. Rub ec (# 1716) Ot t awa , Ont a r io,

Canad a
416 W. Edward Linn (#1459) Sacrament o,

Cali forn i a .

The average of a ll 58 s co r es was 284 ne t
points . Ei gh t contes t ants scor ed in t he
300 I s , 33 s cor ed in the 200 I 5, and nine scor ed
les s than 200 points . The l owest s core wa s
159 poin t s.

All of the high s co r er s obviously consulted
t he Merriam -Webster I 5 New Internation al Dic ­
t ionary mentioned in t he rules a s the final
au t hority. Those who us ed on ly a collegiate
or off i ce dictionary probably checked jus t a s
di ligently , but t hey simpl y did not have ac ­
c ess to the volume of eligible words con ­
t ai ne d in t he big Mer r i am-Webste r .

Anothe r fac t or i n the con test was c ar eful
reading o f t he rules. The editor did not t r y
t o make them "tricky ," but he did t ry t o make
t he contes t an ts pu t on t he i r t hinki ng caps.
For example, the r ules s pecif i ca l ly ba rr ed
colloquial, slang or archaic words , but t hey
did not mention obso l e t e , dialectic, Br i t ish ,
Sc o t ti s h , rare or f oreign words or var i ant
spellings . There f ore , by not be i ng spec i f i ­
cal l y barred, t he l at ter types o f words wer e
e ligible - and it was in thi s ar ea that the
big dict i onary o f fer ed its advantag e.

Wo r ds rule d out in j udg i ng t he entries
included proper names, abbreviations , con ­
trac t i ons, and two v ar i at ions of the s ame
word ( ex ampl e: whe r e a contestant u sed bo th
SNIPE and SNIPER, t he longe r wor d SNIPER was
al l owed, but SNIP E was not) . Such words as
RESNIP and REN IPS were not allowed because
they are not in t he dic tionary as such , but
RESPIN was allowed because it i s in the dic ­
tion ary .

Some entrant s got c qreles s on a few oc ­
casions an d included words containing one of
the eligible le tters twice , o r containing
a letter not even in the wo rd PERFINS. And
speaking of t he wor d PERFINS , a f ew con ­
test an ts questioned its use, since i t is
not in t he dictionary . The editor was we ll
aware that PERF I NS is not in the di c t i onary ,

P·E·R·F·I·N·S WORD CONTEST WON BY GEORGE FISHER, JR.
Cong ratulations to George A. Fi s he r, Jr.

(#11 52) of Litt l e t on , Colorado. His score
of 528 net points was t he highes t among t he
58 ent r i es in the P .E .R . F . I. N.S word con ­
tes t . As the winner , he ge ts a copy of the
new Catalog of United States Perfins, whi ch
sel ls for ~25 .00 .

Fis her's score was 34 points higher than
t ha t o f the n ex t con t e s tant, W. A. Johnson
(#1516) of Shicks hinny, Penn s ylvania , who
s c ored 49 4 ne t po i n ts. On ly s i x other c on ­
te s t an ts s cor ed over 400 po i nts. as f ollows :
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