
MORE ON PERFINS OF GREAT BRITAIN - by Mike J. Burrows

541 BOLT/B 13 . 10. 7. 7 / 13 4~ Wilkinson &
Ridde ll (Bristol) Lt d .

In the
Britain ,
McKee and
following

RIG HT OR WRO NG?

c a t a l o g of the Perfins o f Gr eat
compiled and e dited by Robert
Basil Tomkins, c an be found t h e
entry:

plain ing . Take a l ook at page C- 6 di e C26
and you wi ll s e e what I mean .

explanation for
i nstead of us i ng
f ul l-n ame t e l e -

Take a l o ok at t he t hree Pe r f ins i l lus 
trated. What have they go t in c ommon ?

On checking the fi s c al Pe r fin wi th the
ca t alog i llus tration it was foun d t hat it
tallied . In f a c t , the c a t alo g lists a p ar 
tia l Perfin . After a s earch, a po stal
i s s ue . a QV 2J,d . . plate 22 . was l oca t e d
whi ch matche d the ca t a l og i l lustration .

But what o f t h e missing portion ? Did the
o the r hal f exi s t o r was i t a c a s e of us i ng
the partia l Perfin for the postage i ssues?

The nex t p l a c e wo rth a look wa s t he
pages of t he Van Lint ca ta l og . Which. al 
though p ub l i s he d many ye ars ago , offers
a wealth of v e r y u se f u l photogr aphs . Yes !
On p age, or rather plate, A, the r e it wa s .
Has any one g ot this on a pos t a l i ssue of
the period l 880 -85?

The f is c a l ment i on e d above is cancelled
with a rubber s t amp of J . ALLARD & CO . Th e
2J,d. p l a t e 22 . is po stmarked LOMBARD ST.
B.O.E .C. for JA 19 8 3. This post off ice.
situated in London, wa s in what could be
describe d as the centre of t he banking and
commerc ia l world. Whi ch might be t h e c al 
ling of the Per f i n u ser . So far, all at 
tempts at i dentification have dr awn a blank .
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For quite some time the
This usag e has been that,
i nit ia l s , the firm u s ed a
graphi c address Perfin .

This t yp e of usage i s n o t a 1 that un 
common . At l e a s t six o t her compan i es in
the Un i t ed Kingdom are known to have used
this me t h o d of i dent i f i c a t i on .

The histor i c a l detai ls of the f irm in
ques tion are : r egis t e r e d 3 Novembe r 1897
as Bo lt Br o s Lt d , this c ompany o f who l es a l e
dr ap e rs and wa r ehous eme n was formed to ac 
qu i r e the bus iness o f Boult Brothe rs, who
we r e located in Br isto l .

Meanwh i l e , over i n Birming ham, another
c ompany. Wilkins on & Riddell Li mi ted . had
b e en f loa t ed to l o ok after the interests
of Wi l k i n son & Riddel l . the textile and
manufac t u r i ng me rchant s . This had t aken
place on 12 February 18 92 .

By 1913 . t he company of Bol t Bros . Ltd . •
had be en taken over by Wi l k i nson & Ri d de l l
Li mited . Th e n ame o f Bo l t Bros Ltd changing
to t ha t given in the catalo g.

In the study of fu l l - nam es at pr e s e n t
being conducted by S.E .P . S . o f Great Br i t a i n ,
t he on l y stamp s r ecorded s o f a r are :

KGVII J,d . ld.
KGV J,d .

Well . f or a start . they are all Sloper dies
ranging ov e r 70 years . Also they were u sed
by Slopers themselves .

The fir st die wa s t h e s amp l e that Slopers
showed t o p r o s pe c t ive customers and i s
known to exist on l d. p l a t e numbers in
varying s i z e d mint block s as we ll as s ingle
used examp les . Whether o r n ot it was allo 
cated t o a customer I h ave n ot been ab le t o
find ou t . My own example is from plate 145
and has a London postmark.

Di e 2 can be found on ld. lilac is s ues .
This same die is reproduced in Ke lly 's Pos t
Office London Di rectory for 1 910 . In this
S loper advertisement c an b e foun d the £01 -

( c on t i nu e d on page 4)

Th e only pos tm arke d copy is a KEVIl J,d.
da t e d 5 JA 1910.

So the qu est ion remains, althou gh Wil 
k inson & Ri dde l l (Bris to l ) Ltd. , re tained
the telegraph ic a ddr ess BOLT. BRISTOL. does
t h e identity n eed changing t o Bol t Bros.
Ltd ? Bearing in mi nd that up t o t he pres 
ent t i me no i s sue s ar e known with thi s Pe r 
f i n a f t e r t he tak e over in 1913 .

G.B. FI SCAL HELPS SOLVE PUZZ LE

I t is a f ac t that through ou t t he me mbe r 
s hip on l y a few are interested in Perfins on
fi scals . Wh i ls t g e t t i n g a batch o f Pe r 
finned fi scal s rea dy f or photographing a
chord was struck.

In the Great Br i t a i n illustrated catalog
i s an i l lustration that needs a little e x -
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GR EAT BR ITAIN (CONTINUED) ___

l owing : "postage and othe r s tamps p e r for a 
ted wi t h initials. Inventors o f t h e sys t em.
Order s executed at one day' s notice . Re
ceip t stamp s overpr i n t ed . Es t abli s hed 50
year s . 20 Ki ng Wi l l i am St . EC & Tower
Roya l Works NW . II J . Sloper a l ways s e emed t o
be pron e to s t r e t chi ng a point o r t wo . Is
the date when he s t ar t e d his cheque s e cur i t y
sys t em f irmly dated?

The l a s t die can be f ound on registered
envelopes that presumably Slopers sent the
Perfinned stamps t o their clients i n. The
address of Mess r s. J . Sloper & Co . Ltd on
the 1946 (year, not number) r egister ed enve
l ope s that I have s e en i s given as New Br i dge
Stree t House , New Bridge St . , E.C .4.

A simi lar die t o the last i s known used
on po s t age s t amps or ig i na t i ng from Slopers .

AN OBS ERVATI ON ON THE CHIN ES E HS/BC
AND MULTI -HEAD MACH IN ES

It is of t en t he case that it is amongs t the
mor e common Perf ins t hat interesting v a r i e 
ties can be discovered . To show wha t I me an ,
take a look at t he centre s t amp in the i l 
lustration be low. Bot h the dies show dif
ferent characteristics. The best probably
being r eadi l y seen in the S in t he middle
bar of t he B. On either s ide can be seen a
sing l e o f the repet itive Perf in.
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~bilst each i s v e ry c olle cta ble, it i s
a l mo st certain t ha t both c ome from t he s ame
mult i - h e ad ma chine . \~i ch i s n o t really
s urpris i ng. Some o f t he l argest u s e r s o f
Pe rfi n s wou l d n ot, b e c au s e o f the time /
qunat i ty f actor, ente r t a i n t he us e of a
s ing l e - d i e Perfin ma chin e, or even a sing l e
Perfin machine .

The machine with the mo st hea ds that I
hav e r ecorded i s the on e used by the Mauri 
tius Commercial Bank (MCB/M) which had 51
heads! The Commerc ial Bank, who c onfirm the
51 hea ds , f ooli shly, at least f rom a Perfin
c ol lector's poin t o f view, destroyed the
mac h i n e when t hey mov e d premi s e s some y e ars
ago . A l eading c ollector o f Mauritius issues
thinks t ha t t he format was 3x1 7. To Perfin
a shee t of 12x2 0 or 10x2 0 stamps , this would
me an a r a t h e r clums y op e r a t ion . bu t n ot i m
poss i b l e . It being possible t o Perfin a 12
x20 sheet in 5 s t rokes . But a gainst this,
all the l ar g e c ommemoratives I have seen have
on ly one Perfin on each stamp.

U.S .A . : The l arges t multi -head Perfi n
machi ne t ha t I have noted (v ia the Bullet i n)
is the Cummi ns Model 53 or 56. Both l O-die
mode ls .

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA PERFlN-
Member Ar t At k i nson (5109 A Street ,

Lincoln, NE 68510) recently v i s i t ed t he
University of Nebraska 1s postal br an c h and
c ame away with some interesting information
about the UN Per f i n of t he University.

Art s ays the pattern shou l d be v ery com
mon s ince every stamp of every den omina 
t ion used by the Univers ity i n Lin c o l n is
Perfinned i mmediately upon being pu r c h a s e d .

The p e r for a t o r is a 5 - head , o r 5 -die .
Cummins electric , model 390. The c u r r en t
perforator was purchased i n 1974 and r e
p laces a machine that was i n con tinuous
use for 20 years . The old machine wa s s o ld
at auction and there i s no r e c o r d of its
present owne r .

As t he i l l us tra t i on below shows , t he
five dies have some differences, mos~ly

because o f broken p i ns. The b r oken p ~ns

are pr obab ly the r e sult o f carelessness - 
o f attempts bein g ma de to perfo r ate too
many thickne s ses o f s tamps a t on e time.
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Ar t s ays he wi l l supply examples of t he
five UN Perfins t o membe rs who s en d him
reimburs emen t a long with a s t amped, s e lf
addr essed envelope f or the ir r e turn.

The f ive stamps show up wel l on l c regu 
l ar issu e s , but Ar thur c an likely s upply the
Pe rfin on any c u r ren t defin itive .

Using a c ommem on your letter to Art i s ,
o f c ou r se , an exp e c t ed cour tesy .

MEMOS FROM MEMBERS - - -
WANTED : Perfins and / or precancels on #716 ,
#903, and #1071 , on or of f cover. Glenn
A. Estus , Box 451, Westpo r t, NY 12993 .

WANTED: Two evasive li t tle devi ls .... H- 149
and H- 150 . Anyone having a spare copy of
either , or bo th, t o sell, p l eas e send wi th
price. (Postag e will be refunded . ) Edward
S. Hoyt , 225 W. Coover (Rea r) #2 Me chanics 
burg, PA 17055 .

Great Britain: Sauven Mo de l No . 50 ha s
a 12-die head.

Australia: OS/NSW t he fir s t type t ha t was
used fo r the kangaroo i s sues had 12 he ads.
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