
ABOUT FOREIGN PERFINS CATALOGS-- by Floyd A. Walker
Why doesn't the Per f i ns Club publish mor e

f oreign Perfins catalogs?
We'd l i ke to, but the problem is that so

f ar we 've not had the materia l t o publish .
A l ot of work is be i ng done, and t he pros ­

pe cts for future foreign Perf i n s catalogs
l ooks good, bu t putting t ogether a catalog
requi res more t han just slapping a few pic ­
tures and s ome identif ications on a page and
trotting of f t o the neighborhood print s hop .

Now that the Uni t ed States Catalog s eems
t o be under control (at this writing , I've
seen t he fi rst few pages and t hey really
do look nice ). it is t ime to turn our at ten ­
tion toward the Pe rf ins of other c ountrie s .
But in do ing s o, it i s al s o time t o make a
few observations about f oreign catalogs.

Firs t of all, let i t be understood that
the Perfins Club is interested i n pub lishi ng
f oreign ca ta l og s . -rhe Cl ub 's Executive Com­
mit tee makes the final decision on an y under ­
tak ings of this s ore, o f course , and they
must have some bas is on which t o make their
decis ion.

If you have be en work i ng on a catalog of
Perfins of a g iven co un t ry or area and you I d
like t o s ee it pub li shed , the place t o be gi n
i s with t he Foreign Cat a log Res earch Coordi ­
nator, Bob Schwerdt . You can write Bob at
9 Memor y Lane, Poughkeeps i e, NY 12603 . Bu t
when y ou writ e him, be pr epared t o of f er him
some s o l i d i nformat ion about y our work.

If yo u have done your r e s ear ch well and
yo ur work i s as c omplete as can be expec t ed,
t hen t he Club will very defini t ely en tertain
a motion t o prov i de the funds and other work
required t o get the catalog i nto pr i n t and
on t he mark e t for our members .

But there ar e some condit i on s that t he
Exe cut ive Commit tee will insis t on .

1. The ca t a l og mus t be backed by t horough
r e search . Tha t means you should have gone
through a workshe et stage o r a t l east checked
all t he kno wn collec tors of t ha t countr y.
A cata log bas ed on your personal c o l l e c t i on ,
even if it i s a big collect i on , just isn 't
adequate . And the r e i s nothing worse than
a "c ata l og" which has to be f ollowed by a
stack of A&C sheets bigger than the or i gi na l
produc t .

2 . Don ' t expect to make any mone y on
your v en t ur e . If you ' r e int o the for eign
Perfins c atalog ventur e f or anything o the r
t han persona l satis fa c t ion, t hen you 'd prob ­
ably be be tter of f t aking up another hobby.
We c an' t r emember when anybody has made
money publ i shing Per f i ns ca t alogs . The Club
hopefully will break even after it pays the
print i ng bil l and t hen buys the postag e and
packagi ng r equire d t o s hip the catalogs.
I f t her e i s money left over, i t will be used
t o pub lish othe r c a t a l ogs , of c ourse .

Don ' t f orget , incidentally, t hat while
t he c ata l og yo u ' r e worki ng on may be "des ­
perat ely neede d , " it won ' t sell like ho t ­
cakes . The mark et for Perfin s catal ogs is
def i n i t e ly limi ted (whi ch expla i n s why com­
mer c i a l pub lishe rs aren't beat i ng down our
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doors) . Even t he fi rst edition of the
I l l u s tra t ed U. S . Catalog t ook more than 10
years to sellout .
~ Thi s isn 't meant t o di scourage, bu t
ra t he r t o inject a dose o f economic r e a l i t y
into the f oreign Perfins catalog area .

Howeve r, the purpose o f the Perfins Cl ub
i s to encourage research into Perfins an d
we do stand ready t o make use of t he f und s
available t o do pr ec isely that . If you
have a catalog proj ect that needs help,
contact Bob Schwerdt . He 'l l not only enter ­
tain pr oposals t o publis h catalogs', he' ll
help you with research too . Jus t ask.

And there is some thi ng e l se t o c onsider .
The Perfins Club will gladly act as dis ­

tributor f or Perfins c a t a logs published by
private i ndi v i dua l s or ot he r philatelic
groups .

The secretary sends a list of available
material t o every new membe r and ,catalogs
are o f f er e d in t he Bulletin when they are
available. The secretar y functions a s the
distr ibution po int f or f oreign catalogs
and othe r l iterature.

If you 'd like the Club t o he lp distri ­
bute you r pr ivately pub lished catalog, con ­
tact the Se cr etary f or additional i n f orma ­
t ion. We'l l ask for a rev iew c opy for t he
Li br ary and we ' ll ask for a di s c oun t large
enough to cover the expenses of distribu­
t ion .

For e ign Perfins c atalogs are needed .
The Club will c oope r a t e in every possib l e
way to make t hem available to yo u .

Just le t us know how we can he lp.
Floyd A. Walker
Secretary/ Librarian
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HOW VO ES YOUR GARVEN GROW?

THE PERFINS BULLETIN IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY (EX­
CEPT JULY-AUGUST AND NOVEMBER-DECEMBER , hnICH
ARE COMBINED) BY THE PERFI NS CLUB , 10 5 5 TUXEDO
DRIVE , ROSWELL , GA 30 075 . SECOND CLASS POSTAGE
PAID AT M~~PHIS , TN. MEMBERSHIP IN THE PERFI NS
CLUB IS $4 . 00 PER CALENDAR YEAR , $3 .00 OF WH ICH
I S FOR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE PERFINS BULLETIN .
THE PERF I NS BULLETIN IS PRINTED BY MI DLAND COM­
PANY , 3657 OAKLEY AVE. , MEMPHIS , TN 38 111 .
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