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by Jack Brandt
another location? He lp wanted .

Figure 1

1. Non-rectangular Perfins. Thanks t o
Jan Prins, we have anothe r examp l e of a non 
rectangular Perfin. Figur e 1 shows an i s os 
celes t r iangle, which is Netherlands, Scot t
#204 . At first glance, t h i s stamp app e a rs to
be a righ t angle triangle, but measuremen t
shows the top angle is 78 degrees , with the
other two being 51 degrees .

PERFIN POTPOURRI-------

Are there more no n - r ectangles? Keep
looking.

2 . Aust ralia HS. I am sure many of you
have not ed the Aust ralia HS (Figure 2) Per 
fin with the large hole under the S. I
have wondered if this was a c ode hole or what.
Howev er , r ecently I a cqui r ed an HS/&Co (Fig
ure 3) , and now realized where the l arge ho l e
came from , but am still no t sure of the why .
As can be seen, the &C we r e removed, b u t t he
o was left. The HS also ex i s t s wi thout the
large hole, and may have been a later modi 
ficat ion, but the issues seem to ov erl ap .
The us er of this Perf in has be en reported as
Howar d Smi t h & Co . Does an yone know the rea 
sons for t he change?

Th e study of ch ange s in a Per f in i s very
inter e s t i ng . Many a r e a cc i dental break ag e ,
but the remova l of a l e t t e r or two usua l ly
had a meaning .

3. In recent years t he Vi ctoria Gove r n 
men t ha s be en using the VG Perfin illus t rate d
in Figur e 4 . Pr ior to t his , they us ed a
ma chi n e t hat perfor ated 12 s tamps at a time,
each of whi ch was slight ly di fferent . And,
aga i n pr i or to that machi n e, there was an
e arl ier 12-he a d machin e , again each one d i f 
f e r en t . Rec ently I have n oted on recent Au s 
t ra l i an s t amps a VG a s in Figur e 6, whi ch dif
fers considerabl y f r om Figur e 4 . I f ound thi s
was as one of the pr evious mac hine. Figure 5
s hows a pair f rom that ma chi ne with the stamp
on t he right (wi th mi ss i ng hole ) a s the re 
cent ones . The recent usage ha s no mi s s i ng
hole, and Fi gures 6 and 7 sugge s t that the
machine is n ow on ly punching one stamp at a
time. Was there a maj or r epa i r or wha t? The
Figure 4 Perfins sti ll app ear to be in u se,
so was there a repair t o the old machine fo r
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Figur e 12

Many c ompani e s can be f ound on several coun 
tries ' stamps , and often somethi ng about the
company can be determined by studyi ng them .

(cont inued on page 6)

4 . Stand ard Bank of South Afr i c a . Follow
ing a Pe rfin us er throughout the world is an
interesting and cha l leng i n g pursuit . Figure
8 shows the SB/SA Perfin of the Stand ard Bank
of South Af r ica on a South Af rican stamp.
Figur e 9 f rom Great Britain and Fi gur e 10
f rom the Un i ted States a r e the f arthest
apparent reache s of this company . Figure 11
shows the typ e us ed on stamps of Ken ya, Uganda
and Tangany i ka . It i s also f ound on Zanzi 
bar stamps . The s e two co untries al s o used
an SB Perfin, whi ch i s as the f i r s t line of
the other one , and may be a mach i ne modifi ca 
tion . Figures 12 to 16 show Perf in types
f ound on Great Br itain r evenue s . Pe r f i n iden 
tity is c onfirmed i n all cas es by cancel s ex 
cept f or Figur e 12 . This one, however, ap 
pears to have been modifi ed to make Figur e
16 , so it may have been a pr ede ce s sor n ame .
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PERF INPOTPOURRI (CONT INUEDJ __

6 . Spa i n BEC. Figur es 19 and 20 show two
types of BEC f rom Spa i n . One C is a flat top,
and the other one is po i n t ed . These both ap 
pear to have been used over t he same period .
They may have been used by the Banco Espanol
de Credito .
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AN INTEREST INGFI ND
BY ROBERT J. SCHW ERDT

The stamps were fir st Perf inned, then
affixed to the document , and l ater punched
with two 5 or 6 pointed stars . The size
of the star punch varie s on the four ex
amples in the writer1s collection.

Three of the stamps in two different,
though similar, face design s, are Perfinned
with MS monogram, and the ot he r stamp ha s
the familiar WAUQUEZ Perfin s een on Belgian
stamps . Iienomfna t Lons are 35 brown and gr ay,
and 45 blue and black. Company name is in
white l e t t er s on a red r i bbon.

Col lectors may know of other denomina
t ions and other private Perfins on thes e
Spinhayer private stamps . Does anyone know
of other private delivery s e rvi c e s us ing
their own Perf ins which tie t osether Per 
fin, stamp design, and cancel?

An interesting acq u is i t ion ma de recently
by the writer shows c ombination o f punch
and Perf in on t he parcel s t amps o f t he J.
Spinha yer Co. Bot h the pur ple cancel "Mes 
sage ries /Spinhayer & Co" (us ed 191 2) and
t he MS monogram Per f i n repeat the c ompany
name as s e en in the i l l ustration .
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5. Great Britain BB. Code holes are com
mon on Pe rf ins of many countries , but are not
so c ommon on Great Britain Perfins . Some of
the early ones used differences in t he &,but
t hi s was more t o differentiate c ompanies
than location .

Recently I acquired a couple of GB BB' s
which I am wondering about as t o c ode hole.
Figure 17 i s a HcKee -Tomki ns B45 , with a hole
in the bottom l oop of the B. Figure 18 doe s
not have this hole . At first one wou ld think
t h i s p i n had been broken . but t here are enough
o the r minor differences t o indicate t his was
a di f f e r ent machi ne . Also, wha t i s the hole
doing there in the first place ? The catalog
indicates the user as Baddeley Bros. at: Lon 
don Possibly again this was t o differ en t iate
c ompanies. and is not reall y a co de ho le . Who
kn ows?

Figure 19 Figure LO

WANT ADS------

PERFINS WANTED . Japan, Taiwan, Kor ea, Man
chukuo and r elated . Send with prices to
Frank Al lard , Box 4526, Carmel , CA 93921.

WANTED. Hungarian Pe rfi ns on or off c over ,
have s ome for swap. Send with price . David
D. Halyon, 8 Wes t Cl i f f Drive, Herne Bay,
Kent, CT6 8DA , England.

FOR EXCHANGE OR SALE: Per f i n cards from the
Netherlands and Germany . Wanted : Perfins
f r om the Netherlands . Wi l l em Smetsers, Van
Stockhemstr. 41, 5922 TH VenIa , the Nether 
lands .

The ques tions that come to mind are - are
both these on one machine or two ? I s uspe c t
two. And if two , are they located in differ 
ent locations and where? Checking cancels,
I note mainly Madrid on both t ypes. Also,
if two machines , why? Also needed i s confir 
mation of user for both type s . hbo can ans 
wer these questions?

WILL EXCHANGE Schermack Type III , Sco tt 1!344
12 ho le open square, no missing holes , for
any o t her Schermack pattern, good condition.
James P . Ehrbar , 12 50 Eas t wood Dr., Anahe im,
CA 92805 .

HAWAIIAN MEMBER would like t o hear f ro", mem
ber s who have T.H. Per f i ns on or off c ov er
t o s e l lar exchan ge . Se eking mat eria l t o
add t o my exhibi t f or HAPEX . Cor r espond ence
welcomed . Ronald Howl and , 408 Ca l i f . Ave . ,
WahIawa, HI 96786 .

PERFI N and Precance l packets
f ree l ist. Gerstenberger,
Phoenix, AZ 85063.

and approvals,
Box 14527,
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