A. C. FI NCKEN & COVPANY LTD

By M ke J. Burrows

In the Full Nanme Catal ogue, page FNF2 deals with the Force
Food Conpany. Fromthis page it will be seen that the marketing
of the FORCE wheat fl akes was taken over by A C Fincken in 1910.

Starting very cautiously to advertise the product with a
series of press advertisenents, "Sunny Jini took a back seat and
did not figure promnently in their canpaigno

It was not until 1921 when Smith's Advertising Agency took
over the pronotion that he nade a cone back. In 1922 the "Sunny
Jim was nmade avail able on a | arge scale, but he may have nade
his first appearance as early as 1910.

In the so-called roaring twenties the intense adverti sing,
both press and poster, produced the well-known jingle 'H gh 0" er
the Fence Leaps Sunny Jim Force is the Food that Raises H ni.

The depressed thirties saw the gol den age in FORCE adverti s-
ing. Set against the background of |ong dole queues and hunger
mar ches, 'Sunny Jim and FORCE becane househol d favourites. Mny
canpai gns took place during this time and as part of the
pronotions several additional novelties were introduced for
children. Such as Yo-Yo's, acrobats, mniature recordsy jigsaws
and even a nodel FORCE pl ane,

One of the first radio commercials on Radi o Luxenbourg,
Lyons and Normandy was to sell FORCE. The voice of 'Sunny Jin
was that of the well known broadcaster Norman Hackforth. The
signature tune included the Westm nster Chines and the H gh O er
the Fence jingle, The broadcasts canme to an end in 1939.

The prize in the children's painting conpetition was a
wheat ear spoon that had been introduced the same year that the
br oadcasts ended.

As woul d have been expected the inports of FORCE from
Canada and Anerica ceased soon after the outbreak of the second
world war. For sonme tinme a utility version was produced in
Engl and.

In 1955 FORCE was rel aunched, and in 1959, with the aid of
commercial television, sales and production increased. Various
offers, such as the re-introduction of the spoon and doll were
foll owed by puppets, Tee shirts and a set of stainless steel
cutlery,

Anot her relaunch in 1970 has seen that the father of the
fl aked breakfast in Britain has becone nore readily avail abl e.

During all this tine the Conpany did not remain in the sane
| ocation in London. From about 1920 and until 1936 the Ofices
were in Geat Portland Street, W1. From 1936 to 1952 in Euston
Road, N W1.
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1952 saw a nove to Gray's Inn Road, WC. 1., which | asted
until 1969. Today, they are to be found in Watford.

The war al ready nmentioned nade several perfin users relocate
their offices outside London for the duration. A C Fincken &
Conpany were no exception. From 1939 onwards to 1947 they al so
had offices in Cheltenham

In the archives of the Conpany there exists an exanple of a
POKO affixer. It is believed that this coil stanp affixing
apparatus was used in the Cheltenham offi ces.

Thi s apparatus produced the perfino
Cat. No. 113 AC F 10, 10/ 8 5%mm

Al nmy exanple, on KEMII d, K GWVI dark brown 1%d and
light red I d, have the usual wavy |ine cancels, so the |ocation
of the apparatus has not as yet been confirned.

A director of the Conpany, Brian R Fincken, believes that
t hey al so purchased perfins from Slopers. He is of the opinion
that the perf in was ACF/ & o but admts that he could be w ong.
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