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About
those

Guatemala
officials

Here are some answers to the questions we posed in
the March Bulle t i n about Guatemala officials . The
information comes f rom our fo reign catalog coordi ­
na t o r , Bob Schwer dt , who cites the Guatemala Handbook
as his s ource.

On Octobe r 31, 1 911, acco r d ing to Schwerdt, t he
p resident of Guatemala autho r ized the payment of
1 3 pounds , 5 sh i l lings , to Waterlow & So ns , London ,
fo r a foot pe da l p res s "wh ich wi ll serve to perforate
s t a mp s destined for f r a nki ng off i cial co r respo nde nce
to t he exte r io r ." On April 10 , 1912 , he issued a
d e cre e wh ich s tated tha t all pos tage stamps fo r t he
f r a nk i ng of cor r e s pondenc e from the gove r nme nt d ire c t­
e d to t he exte r io r " sha l l be pe rfo rated wi t h t he wor d
OFICIAL . "

When t he pe r f o r a t i ng mach i ne was put i nt o u se , g overn­
me nt off i ces submitted requisitions a s st a mps were
ne eded and supplies we r e pre pared acco r d i ng l y , s o
there were no fo r ma l i s s ue dates. The firs t use was
probably in 1912, howe ver.
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Mint examples of the pe r fi n are none too commo n , but
u s ed c op ies with d a t e d cance ls a re down right scarce
a nd copies us ed l e g i tima t e l y o n cover probab ly fa ll
int o the r a r e category . Sc hwe r d t adds a no t e of
caut ion: t he per f ins a re often counterfe ited ! We
wi l l ha v e more o n counterfei ts l a t er .




