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The t h i rd e d ition of Japan es e Perfins , Sunao Adachi 's stan d
a rd r e f erenc e wor k , com e s wit h a part ia l Eng lis h tra ns lat ion
that makes it about ten t imes a s u sefu l to the average
Amer ican co llecto r t han e ither the fir s t or second edit ions.

In a d d i t ion t o mak i ng t he catalog i tself more us e ful , the
t rans l at ion prov i d e s s ome backgr o u nd ma t erial tha t has not
b e en shared wi th Ameri can co llecto rs be f ore , a t l east not
in t he Bulletin .

Ad a chi ' s c a t a log lis t s, in a dd i t ion to perf i ns, the embos s e d
a nd handsta mped s ecurity e ndor semen t s of Japan. Th e f i r s t
secu r i ty e ndorseme n t a pparently was an embossed " sea l"
app l i e d to stamps b y the Or i ental Bank Corporation of Yoko 
ham a . Th e da t e of first use is unknown be cause t he stamp is
cance lle d wi th a cork chop showing the Y o f Yokohama.

Th e first perfin apparent l y wa s Adach i type G- 4 1 u s ed b y the
Nort h China Hera l d in Shang h a i. Again the d a t e of firs t use
i s u nk nown becaus e t he c a nce l is a cork c hop prope l lor type
used b y the J apanese post o f fice in Sh an ghai.

Th e first posit ive date of use i s June 29 , 1891 , when Hong
Kong Shanghai Bank's Yokohama Branch began t o use Adach i type
H-4 3. Soon after that man y fo r e i gn c ompa n i e s in Yokohama a nd
Ko be began using perfins . Japanese compa n ies d u r ing t hat
pe r iod be g an u s ing small r ub ber sta mps to serve the s ame pur 
po s e , large ly beca use there wer e no pe r f o r a to r s mad e in Japan
and few perfora t ors were arrivin g from ove r s e a s .

As the perforators did begin to arrive ( Sl o p e r ' s salesmen
a pparentl y called in Japan during this period ) , t he J a panese
post office s et down s ome r e gulation s o n Sep t emb er 11, 1908.

1. Users of perforated or embossed stamps must make an app l-icat-ion
showing their name, address, occupat ion, and t he pos t of f i ce rs)
where they wi shed to use the stamps .

2. The appl.ioat-ion must show clearly the per fin or the embossed design.
3. If the s tamps are t o be us ed in two or more postal areas , s eparat e

appl-icat-ions must be made in each.
4. A sample s tamp must be affixed on a e l.ip of paper 5x15 centimeters

and the el.ip must show t he name, address, and occupat i on of t he
user . A sUp mus t be provided f or each post of f ice in a given
postal area .

5. An application fee of 5 yen was required (i t cost on l y 0.03 yen t o
mail a letter ) .

6. The appl-icat-ion was good for on l y f i ve years at which time it must
be renewed f or another 5 yen .

I t shou l d be noted tha t t he 1908 regu lations made it i l l e gal
to u se handstamps as secu rity e ndo r sements .

--c o n t i nue d o n overlea f



6 The Perfins Bullet in

Perfins c o n t i n ue d t o be used widely t h r o ug h Wor ld War II ,
but when t he war e nded, so t oo did the widespread use o f
perfins . Many machines undoub t e d l y were destroyed in war 
time bombings; the economic c o l l a pse at the end of the war
c losed many o t he r businesses .

Th e f i r s t perfin a u t hor i z e d after t he war was Ada chi typ e
G- 38 , i s s u e d t o Sunao Adachi and his Philat e lic Club on
Augu s t 10, 1946 . Some other users we re r ene wed during the
per iod which foll o wed , but before perfins cou l d again b e 
come popular, t he posta ge meter arrived and t he end o f
per fins was i n sight .

On June 1 , 1961 , the J apane s e postal system refused to
ac c ept furthe r applicat ions f or perf i ns and de clined to r e 
ne w e x i s t i ng applications. As a resul t, the us e of per f ins
ceased by t he middl e 1 96 0s .

Cl early , the ex istence of t he small s l i ps of pa per a t pos t
o f fice s bea r ing a n e xa mp le of e ach a u t ho r ized pe r f i n along
wi t h the name and address of the user has bee n mos t helpfu l
in ident ifying p erfin users . Some o f the slips have f ound
t he i r way i nto t he hands of c o l l e c to r s , but many of the
s l ips were destro yed in t he wa r and t hey are far from plenti 
f u l.

It i s interest ing t o note that the Japanes e post offi c e
r e c ogniz ed three specif ic o b j ec t i ve s in the use o f perfins ,
embo s s i ng, and handstamping : t o prevent the t he f t o f
stamps , t o p r ove t ha t t he cor r e s po ndence a ctua l ly c a me f rom
t he sende r listed o n the cover ( a problem wi t h s t a t ionery
t hef t ? ) , a nd a s advert i sing . The last obj e ctive is quit e
o ppo s i te to t he philosop hy of the British and Ame rican
pos t offices, bot h of whi c h cons i dered advertising o n stamps
t o b e just a b it gau c he .

One other tidbit g l eane d f rom t he English translation o f
Adach i : U. S . design #23 is l i s ted i n Adachi as the pattern
of Mi t s u i and Compa ny , wh ich had a New Yor k Ci t y branch .
Ada c hi co n f i r ms t he s u s p ic io n o f Geo r ge Fisher ( s e e t he June
198 0 Bulletin) .

The Adachi c a t a log i s available to Pe rf ins Club members f or
$10 per c opy postpa i d. Ple a s e send your o rders to F l o y d A.
Walker, Box 82 , Grandview, MO 64030 .

One f urt he r note: Adachi apparently has not done with t he
third edi tion wha t he d i d with the second .. . he has no t
c han ge d the numbering sys t e m. A spot check shows uni f ormi t y
of numbers betwe en the s e c ond and third e dit ions . What h e
ha s a d de d i s considerable in f ormation about use r s and some
illustrations o f unusual philatelic prizes. Even a moderat e
J a p a ne s e pe rf i ns c o l l e c t ion j ustifies t he $10 investment .




