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In these times of runaway inflation, most of us who collect
stamps would be pleased if we could f ind ways to cut down
on our stamp expend itures without cutt i ng down o n our
collect i ng pleasu r e .

To take u p t he col lec t i ng of per f i ns is in i t s el f a move in
t h a t di r e c t i on, bec a use perf i n co l lect i ng is one o f t he few
r e co gni zed philate lic fi elds i n whi ch o ne c a n have a lot of
co l lec t i ng act ivi ty at r ela tive l y mode s t cost.

Bu t amo ng tho s e o f us who a l ready a re in t o perf ins collec t i ng ,
how many of us a re get t i ng t he most o ut of our time a nd money?
The writer s ubmits t ha t almost a ny perf in collector who has
much of a collection at a ll could expand h i s o r her activity
through t he basic collection - -without even spending a cent!
And, on t h is basis, futur e expend itures fo r perfins would be
more mea n i ngful a nd prov i de more act ivity .

How i s t h is possible? We l l, to address the p ropos it ion t o
you personal ly - -espec ial ly i f you a re a r e l a t i vely ne w col 
l e c t or--ha ve yo u e ver an a l yz ed the sub j e c t o f perf i ns co l l ect 
ing t o s e e how many d if f eren t f a c ets i t r eally of fe rs you ?
Let 's take a l ook at t he a natomy o f perf i ns co l lect i ng to s e e
j us t what i t does offe r .

BASIC PERFI N PATTERNS . The ob ject of bas ic perfi n patter n
co l lect ing is to obtain as many d i f f erent perf in pat ter ns as
poss ible from the count ry o r cou nt ries in wh ich o ne is
interested. General ly speaking ,the stamp i s s ue o r d e nomi 
nation o n which one obtains the pattern is immaterial ,
although most collectors p robably prefer them on def init ive
issues i n vertical fo rmat.

SYNOPT IC ( I SSUE) COLLECTING. I n this approach , the object is
to obta i n perfins, rega rd less of the i r patterns, on a s many
differen t stamp i s sue s as poss ible from the count ry o r
count r ies one c hooses. Another approach is to t ry to obtain
a ny give n perf i n patt ern o n as many d i f f e r e nt stamp i ssues a s
po s sib l e .

TOPICAL PERF INS . In t his app roac h, t he object is to obtain
as many different perf i ns as possible r el a ting to a spec i f ic
topic- -such as ra ilroads, banks, schools, and so forth . Or
one may reverse the procedure and t ry to obtain as many dif 
ferent patterns as poss ible on stamps relating to one topic,
such as sports . It is even possible to combine the two
topical approaches by forming a specialty in which both the
stamp design and the perf in patterns relate to the topic
selected- -such as railroad perfins on the U. S . rail road
commemorative, Scott 922. Some consider the collecting of
design perfins, such as windmills, c rosses, and so forth,
as a topical app roac h .

PERFIN PRECANCELS . In t his fiel d , t he objec t i s to obta i n
as many p e r fin s as poss ib le on as many di f f eren t U. S . stamp
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issues as possible that h a v e been precance lled . Perf in 
p recancels of man y fi rm s c a n be foun d o n num e r o u s stamps,
and some o f t hem involve s e veral di f f erent p recance l t ype s
f r om t he same ci ty . A ver y substa n t i a l co llection can be
bui lt u p i n perf in precancels, a n d t he c hase is q u i te i n
teresti ng as some of t he st amps a re ve ry e lusive .

PERF IN VAR IET I ES .
varie t i e s in g i ven
placement , miss ing
doub l e p er finnin g ,
a n d so forth .

In t h is approach, t he collector looks fo r
perf i ns . Th e variat ion may occu r i n pin
p i n s , po s i tio n v a r ieties on t he stamp ,
two di fferen t per f i n s on t he same s t a mp,

Need
perfins?

PERF I N COVERS . Collect i ng perfins o n cover ma y be l ooked
upon a s a f ie l d within itse lf o r a s an adjunc t to an y of t he
f ie l d s mentioned ear l i e r . Covers not o n ly he lp c o nf i r m t he
iden tity of p erfin u s ers , the y a l so dress u p a co l lec t ion
and make it more i n teres ting- - a n d more impressiv e t o j u dges
in cas e you p lan t o e x h i b it you r p er fins .

POSTAL MARKI NGS ON PERF INS. I suggest tha t t he co l l e c t i n g
and study o f postal mark ing s o n per f ins is ano ther f ie l d
yo u might find interest i ng. Like co ve r s , pos tal markings
a r e important to the identificat io n o f users b ecause they
at l east pinpoint t he city o f use a n d thereby narrow the
s e arch for t he i de n t i t y of t he user . Bu t more t han this,
the po s ta l markings o n per f i ns can be turn e d in t o a fi e ld of
the ir o wn . For e xample, o ne can fo r m a col lect io n consist 
ing s olely of s o cked- on-the -no s e town c a ncellat ion s o n
perfins . Or you can add t o you r e n joyment of perf i ns j ust
b y studying t he posta l markings o n t hem. Ni netee n t h centu ry
Br i tish perfins a re a fertil e field f o r suc h s t u dy .

THERE ARE OTHER WAYS to coll e c t perf ins and p erhaps you h a v e
come up with just the o ne fo r you r gr e ates t p ers onal pl easure .
Bu t i f yo u haven't maybe you'l l find s o me t h i ng h ere t hat
in t erests you . Th e list o f way s to e njoy perf i ns i s almost
e ndless .

EDITOR 'S NOTE: This is the first of what we hope will be many more
articles by f ormer editor Crow . If you have a subjec t you 'd like him
to tackle in a future article, drop him at line at 1055 Tuxedo Drive ,
Roswell, GA 30075 .

NO MATTER WHAT WAY YOU COLLECT PERF INS , there is a good
chance t hat t he Sales Department can be of help to you .
I v a n Le y, the sales manager, will help you as much as he
c a n with your needs. Dr o p him a line, tell him what you
c o l l e c t , a n d see i f he can c ome up wit h something for yo u .
One no t e t hough . .. t he r e a re others who a l s o want to b uy ,
s o p lease make r eturns promp tly. Write I v a n at Arena, WI
53503.
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