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P r ivate per f i ns on Ca na d i a n r e venue stamp s hav e had a l on g
but undistinguished l ife for co llectors of t he exot ic . More
or less ignored by most collectors, r e ve nue perf i ns often
are passed by or put in t he stockbook a long with t he r e s t of
the "don't k now what to do with it" material. No f u ll list ­
ing has ever appeared to my knowledge, although they a re
noted in edit ions of the BNAPS Perfins Handbook a nd Bob Wool ­
ley was able to ga t her s ome information fo r hi s BNA To p i cs
column i n the 195 0s a nd 60s .

Needless to s a y Ca nadia n r e ve n ue perf i ns are ope n to fuller
invest igation . Th e bes t count I ' ve been able t o come up with
shows 83 d i f f e r e n t perf in us e r s who pu nched thei r i n itials
on a variety of stamps be gin n ing around 1915 and end ing about
1 94 3 . Th e s e cove r suc h i s sue s as Fede ral Excise, War Ta x,
and Customs Dut y s tamps, plus rar e e x a mples o n Ontario Stock
Tr an s f er a nd Saskatchewan El e c tr i cal Ins p e c tion stamp s . By
far the greatest numbe r are known on the Excise Duty stamps
o f 1915- 1923 , 1 91 5-1928 , and 19 34 - 43. So far we know t hat 57
different companies punched thei r i nitials on these types and
probably more will be found .

A dist i nct ive group o f reve nue perf i ns a re thos e f o u nd on the
1912 a nd 1 935 i s sue s o f Cus t om Duty s t amps. Exclus i vely us ed
by Ame rican compan ies who "prepaid" t he tax o n mai l ing adve r ­
tising mate ria l to Ca nadian buyers , t hese a re quite scarce
and offer a challenge to the collector . A ve r y recent find
o n a Custom Dut y stamp is the first reported British design
o n a Canadian stamp . Although there a r e o n l y 14 d ifferent
p erfin designs k nown o n these issues, I doubt that anyone
has a l l of them a nd most o f us cou nt ours elve s lucky t o own
fo ur o r five.

Perfins being the step-child of philatel y , it 's e a s y t o under­
stand why so few revenue per fins are around. Th e percenta~e

o f r e venues punched wo u l d be small in comparison to the t o t a l
numb er i s sued . These , in turn, would be reject ed by some as
damaged copies and probably dest royed . Revenue usage itself
tends t o el iminate muc h s aving amo ng general col lectors . Al l
of these reasons a re cause to make revenue perf i ns elusive
i t ems.

Bu t I hope these notes will aler t the reader t o the possibili ­
t ies o f a s i de l i ne co l l e c t i o n . Why not take a f r e s h l ook at
what yo u have l ying aro und the stamp de n ? I wi ll be gl ad t o
answer any ques tions yo u ha ve o r i dent ify a ny r e v enue perfi ns
you come ac ross.

I a l s o appeal to yo u to writ e and tell me what items are in
you r co l lec t ion . Th e newl y fo r me d Perfins Study Group of
BNAPS i s about t o be gin a surve y a nd thi s s ort o f information
i s urgen t ly ne eded . Please wr i t e t o me at 61 Alwington Ave­
nue, Kings t on , Ontario K7L 4R4 CANADA .




