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What
are

)lour
perfins
worth'!

The Per f i ns Bul letin

What's it worth? Tha t ' s probabl y the most fr equently asked
questio n by perfi ns co l lectors a nd non-co l l e c t o r s al ike .
It's a lso one of the toughest quest ions to answe r.

Most of us a re att r ac ted t o perf i ns co llect i ng , at least in
part , be c au s e it i s a branc h of philate ly that ha s n ' t been
r e duc ed t o te rms o f cat a log values and pre-pri nted albums
that mus t be filled wit h min t -n e ver-h inge d bits that often
ha ve bee n issued for commercia l ra ther t ha n posta l purpo s e s.
To most co l lecto rs, the stamp s we mos t t reasure a re junk.

We do t ry , ho we ver , t o plac e some va l ue on o u r per f i ns. In
a nswe r to a demand fo r a means o f t ell ing whe t her a per f in
i s very s carc e or very common , Clau de W. Cain de ve loped a
system of "rela ti v e rating s " fo r U. S. per fin s . Ca i n ass ign
ed a n alphabet i cal c o de t o e ach perf i n . Th e codes were b a s ed
on a survey o f t he major c o l lections o f t he ear ly 60s and
have proven r emarkabl y accura t e ove r the ye a rs . Ley and
Balough have upda t ed the ratings fo r per f i ns a d de d s i nce t h en
and the indiv idual ratings are inc l ude d in the new U. S.
Perf ins Catalog .

The ratings go like this:

A Rare--onl y a bo u t 5 known copies
B Scarce- -only about 50 kno wn in existen c e
C Difficul t --found in the 24 00 t o 3600 var iety co l lec t i ons
D Common- - f ound i n co llections u p t o 24 00 t y pe s
E Very Common - -m ake up t he b u lk o f t he under 1200

collections

Two t h i ngs mu s t be k ept in mi nd. Th e r a tings a ppl y t o t he
perf i ns , not to t he stamps. A par ticu lar pattern on a very
commo n stamp i s ra t ed the same as the s ame patte r n o n a ve ry
scarce stamp . And, the r atings are i n tended o n ly to convey
t he r elative scarcity of the perfins, no t to be a s ubst itute
f or pr i c e s .

Put ting doll a r val ues to t hese letters i s tough . Auct ion
prices t end t o be h ighe r t han p rices i n the sa les books ,
pro babl y be c a u s e collectors tend to get a bit carried away
wi th t he ide a of buyi ng someth i ng they need "at any pri c e " i n
an auc t i o n wh ile t hey a re a bit more careful when they ha ve
time t o po nder ove r a sa l e s boo k.

A-rated perfi ns obviously are worth more than B rated items
(at leas t i n mos t cases ) a nd so o n do wn the l ine. E-ra t e d
perf ins can be elusive , bu t most a re di s g us t i n gl y common.
You'll have to study a uctio n r e s ul t s , sales books, a nd con
su lt you r own pocketbook t o find out how much yo u c a n or
should p ay fo r a perfin you ne ed.

The i mport an t thing i s to be aware of the re lative scarcit y
of pe r fins . Tha t ' s wha t the A, B, C, D, and E rati ng system
is all a bout .
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