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TRAV
(T-8J)
andiu

varie ties
~

Harry Rickard

Could
The

# 1 i s t he r egular T-81 as illus trat ed in the c a t a l o g .
# 2 i s a r e gular T- 81 but with med ium siz e hol e s .
Bo th 1 and 2 measure 12t mm across, hole cent e r t o
hole center, T t o V. Th e T height is 6 t mm .
#3 i s a pa i r of the va r iety unco vered b y Balough. I n
addi t i o n to t he diff erenc e no t ed above , i t i s 12-3/4
mm across .
#4 i s the var ie ty I s en t to Ba lough. I t has a s l o ped
R rather t han the normal straight line a nd i t is o n ly
12 mm across .
The ho le si z es of #4 a nd #5 are no t t he same.
i t mean t hey were ma de by di f f ere n t mach i nes?
hole sizes of # 1 a nd # 4 are similar .
Wh ile s e e king a copy of #3 i n my own co llection, I
f ou nd #6, which seems to be d i f f ere n t . I t has s ma l ­
l er holes, t h e T is 6t mm high , a nd the pat tern is
12! mm a cross .
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Note that #4 , #5, and #6 , a l l of which we r e u s e d f r om
1909 t o 1914, are perforated vertically instead of
ho r izontally. This might s ign ify that the machine wa s
des igned f or this type of perforat i ng rather t han t he
hor i zontal per fo rating fou nd on l a t e r i s s u es. This is
further bo r ne out by measu ri ng t he space be tween the t wo

--c on tinued o n p a ge 4.

I c h ecked my va r i o u s TRAV c o p ies and f ound t he variety
Baloug h had sketched- -and s ome o t he r s .

This past spr i ng I contact e d catalog cha i rman J oseph J .
Ba lough r e gard ing a dif ferent va r iety o f t he TRAV perfin
I had found . In r esponse, J o e s ent me a ske t ch o f three
varieties he knew about. One was t he regul a r T-81, an­
othe r was t he vari e ty I had uncovered , a nd the third was
one in wh ich t he sec ond line o f th e V a nd A a s c ends and
then drop s t o t he R.

Th e Travelers Insurance Compa ny, through i ts ma ny of fice s
a nd a genc i es , has been a prolific user o f perfins. How­
e ver, t he U. S . Perfins Catalog shows o nly o ne perfin
des i gn fo r Tr a velers ( T-81) . I t s e e ms u n l i ke l y that only
o ne design could have be en used so many years and turned
out t hose thousand s o f stamps from so many offices .
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TRAV des i gns o n the pair s hown in #3 , wh ich i s 8-3/ 4 mm .
Th is means t here s hou l d be a design to the r i g h t of the T or
the left of the V every 8-3/4 to 9 mm on a perforato r rigged
for the horizontal fo rmat. But in the i l l u s tra t i o n at left,
of a bottom-of-the-sheet stamp, there i s a full 10 mm space
to the right of the T ... with no indication of another design.

-

The variety at left is o n a 1908 issue which was replaced by
a not her de sig n i n 1 909 . I nd i c a t i o ns are that the early TRAV
perf i ns may ha ve been don e by s i ng le head perforators, with
a mult i - head perfo rator comi ng i nto use later. Or is it
possible that t here was a spec ial multi -head perforator de­
signed fo r t he vertical f o r ma t ? Any opin ions?

I t i s clear that the single TRAV perfin shown in the U. S .
Catalog i s n ' t the only de s i g n that was used. Others should
be listed and catalog chairman Joe Balough is willing to make
additional list ings based on sound evidence of distinct
varieties . I f you will share your observations with me, I
wi l l col l a te t h e dat a a nd make a furth er presentation in the
Bulletin and t o Ba lough . I wou l d like to have Xerox copies
of de sign s o r t he loan of the actua l stamps if possible, plus
the Scott # of the stamp on which the de s i g n appears and any
postmark i n f o r ma t i o n available . And if you have TRAV perf ins
o n cover or card, add a ny in f ormation included there. Write
me at 2163 Cumbre Place, EI Caj on , CA 92020.

Edi tor's Note: Her e ' s an opportunity f or everyone to add t o t he knoialedqc
of per f i ns . Check your TRAV duplicates (you surely have some) and s end
al ong your findings .




