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HOSPITAL PERFINS

By; K Rymer Young.

The present system of hospital administration was created by
the National Health Service Act of 1946 and came into effect on
5th July 1948. ThG Act provides for 13 "regions" in England and
1 in Wales, each controlled by a Regional Hospital Board.

"3ach "region" is divided into be tWI}jJn 12 and 50 "groups" of
hospitals which are administered by Hospital Management Committees.
The nQ~ber of hospitals covered by a group may vary from one large
hospital to about 20 smaller ones.

In addition to the regional groups there are 10 groups of
provincial, and 13 groups of London "Teaching Hospitals"
administered by their O'Nn Bowrds of Governors.

In Scotland there are 5 regions divided into groups« controlled
by Boards of Manage~ent.

In rlorthern Ireland there are a Hospital Authority and a
Tuberculosis Authority controlling groups administered by Hospital
Management Committees.

Finally there are the hospitals operated by the Ministry of
Pensions and a large number of Volountary Hospitals or Homes, many
of which are operated by religious bodies.

Since 1959, the largest English region has beensplit into two
regions, and there have been a number of changes in the groups, .
usually by way of amalg~~ation, and sometimes with a new name for
the n~N grouping.

All this information and a lot more can be found in the
Hospital Year Book which should be available at your nearest
reference library.

The use of perfins by hospitals probably dates back to the ld
reds but the number of users up to 1948 was very small. Since
1948 there has been a fair amount of use by the Management
Committees but not by the Hospital Boards, and even the
Management Committees using them do not seem to amount to more
than 10% of the total.

A list of hospital perfins is given below. Some are
positively identified whilo others are listed as 'probable' or
'possible', or even 'doubtful, on the information available.
Dimensions of ffi1C perfins arc not given as they are always in the
Sloper (or Waterlow?) four pin high standard alphabet. Other
dimensions are given and "listed" means included in our Identities
Catalogue.

Further information as to postmarks when available would be
of great help in proving identities. Meanwhile my neck is stuck
right out and any criticism will be welcome.
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A in ~ Horizontal Crescent Moon (35 holes) below an Asterisk (13)

Listed as "County Asylum, Portsmouth". My copy is postmarked
Portsmouth and is on K.G.Vi td 'light hair'. This seems to
be what is now St. James Mental Hospital, originally group 49
in the South Wast ~1etropolitan Region but now grouped in the
Wessex Region.

BD/RH The initials and stamp postmarked "--HAM" seem reasonably
conclusive that this is BIR~INCHAM DUDLEY ROAD lliWC, group

24 of the Birmingham Region. On 2td pale blue K.G.Vl and Q.E
valuGs. This is a new identity.

BH Listed as Brompton Hospital, Chelsea, S.W.3. My earliest is
~.G.Vl 2td dark blue, and there are some 'provisionals ' on
the light colours. It also comes on Q.E. There is another
die; 14 712 6mm. dating from K.E.Vll with Chelsea postmarks
Nuich is probably this hospital since it is one of the big
teaching hospitals.

BH/C Listed as Burnley Hospital Committee. My only copy is Q.E.
2J with illegible postmark. There is a Burnley & District

Hospital Management Committee which is group 6 in the
Manchester Region.

B/HMC This is listed as Bow and also as Bexley Hospital
Management Committees which is quite likely under the

present Sloper practice. The Bow Group was amalgamated in
April 1963 with the West Ham Group to form the 'Thaines Group.

BL/HMC Brighton & Lewes Hospital ~anagement Committee.

BRB/26 A problem child. My only copy is Q.E. 2td with Moseley,
Birmingham postmark. There is a Moseley Hill Hospital for

Children but it is in the Selly Oak Group 25. Birmingham
Group 26 is for Sanatoria and none of them are in Moseley.
May not be a hospital at all.

BR/HB Another query. No heipful postmarks and too many possible
users under these letters. Again it may not be a hospital

one.
BS/HMC Bermcndsey & Southwark Hospital Management Committee. This

group was dissolved in November 1965 ana is now
administered by the Board of Governors of Greys Hospital
Nhich is a teaching hospital.

CA/mAC Cromer Area Hospital Management Committee.

CF/HMC COSSHM1 & FRENCHAY HMC. Both these hospitals are in the
BristOl district. Confirmed by postmark on Q.E. 3d. A

n2W identity.

(HP.2)

..



4/68

of Kings College
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F&K

DS/G

CH/33 On 2!d pale blue GVl and QE. No postmark but Group 33 of
the South West Metropolitan Region is CANE HILL, a very
large mental hospital. I think this must be right as a
new identity.

CH/MC Camberwell Hospitals Management Committee. Van Lint's
illustrations show an obvious provisional for this
hospital.

CRO/HMC Croydon Group Hospital Management Committee. In April
1964 amalgamated with Warlingham Park as Croydon and

Warlingham Park Group Hospitals Management Committee.
Dl/HMC Berby No.1 Hospitals Management Committee which is Grcup

4 of the Sheffield Region.
DO/HM On pale 3d GVl with illegible postmark. Could be Dorset,

Doncaster or Bovenby Hall (Cockermouth) or may not be a
hospital at all.

Barenth & Stone Hospital Management Committee. Group 23
of South East Metropolitan Region with hospitals at
Dartford and Tonbridge.

DS/HG No legible postmarks for this one. Could be Darenth as
above. Letters might also be used for Dudley Stourbridge
and District Group.

EC/m~C East Cumberland is the only group that seems to fit the
lettering. My only copy is 1/- QE without legible

postmark.

EG/HMC Listed as Edmonton Group HMC. Amalgamated in April 1966
Fnfield Group HMC.

EH/Me Listed as Enfield Group HMC. Group 2 of the North East
Metropolitan Region.

FH/MC Listed as Farnham Group HMC, Group 8 of the South West
Metropolitan Region.
Listed as Fulham and Kensington ffi~C. This Group was
amalgamated in October 1960 with the Chelsea Group as
Chelsea and Kensingtcn HMCo

GD/ffi~ No information. If a hospital it could be Gateshead and
District or Greenwich and Deptford.

G/HMC Listed as Gulldford and Godalming District HMC. This is
an amalgamation of the Guildford (No.9) and Godalming,
Milford and Liphook (No.14) Groups in 1961.

G/N/C Diagonally. Listed as General Nursing Council for Englan~

and Wales. Not exactly a hospital but closeli connected
with hospital work. My earliest copy is GVl 2d block
watermark.
Administered by the Board of Governors
Hospital since November 1965.

v



5/68

HB/fu~C The only one that fits this lettering seems to be the
Hortham-Brentry Group of Somerset No.8 of the South

Western Region.
HH/MC Listed as Herefordshire HMC which is Group 10 of the

Birmingham Region.

Now come a group with numbers. Some of these
should strictly come in the numerical
classification and some under H, but it is
more convenient to deal with them all together.

HMC/6

3H/~c

11 in
LG/MC

~~

Region

7/HM
HMC/ll

HMC/14

Listed as Sheffield. Sheffield has four Hospital
i1~~agement COillillittecs and No.3 is Group 28 in the

Sheffield Region. It night be this but usually the perfins use
the Group name or nunber and not the town division. Some hel~

on postmarks needed here.

4H/MC Listed as Chelsea HMC and I have it with a London
postmark not further identifiable. This is Group 4 in

the South West Metropolitan Region. In Octiber 1960 it was
amalgamated with the Fulham and Kensington Group as Chelsea and
Kensington HMC.
6/HMC Listed as Norfolk, Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth HMC

which is Group 6 in the East Anglian Region.

Probably a different Group. No postmarks but I do have
it on a Welsh regional stamp. Group No.6 in the Welsh

is Merthyr and Aberdare HMC.
On a recent QE 3d. No information.

No information here.
Listed as South Warwickshire Group HMC and confirmed by
two Leamington Spa postmarks. This is Group No.14 in

the BirminghaB Region.

m~C/25 No information here but only seven of the regions h~ve
a Group 25.

IB/HMC Listed as Ilferd and Barking ffi~C and confirmed by
postmarks. This is Group 12 in the North East

Metropolitan Region.

Kc/H Listed as King's College Hospital. This is a teaching
hospital and is now the principal hospital of Group No.

the London area. I have it from K.E.Vlll.
On 3d QE. No information. May not be a hospital at all.
Listed as LaMbeth but I have not seen one. In JUly 1964
the Lambeth and Wandsworth Groups were amalgamated as the

South West London Group.
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QHC
QHC
Q/HC

6 &: 7/68

t.O.A/H Listed as London County Asylum, Horton 7,8,10/12 6rrm.
Comes as early as 24th July 1906 and the latest is K.G.V.

This is now Horton Hospital, Epsom and the Horton Hospital
Management Committee is Group 3+ of the South West
Metropolitan Region.

~/H~ 8,8/12,5 4tmm. This comes only on Id reds and is fairly
scarce. Mr Jennings records Plate 170 as the earliest, my

earliest is 186. London, E postmarks are the only evidence
that this might be London Hospital which is a teaching
hospital and now Group 2 in the London area. Information
wQ!1ted.

MA/B 15,10/13 5tmm. Listed as Metropolitan Asyllliils Board. I
have it on K.G.V stamps of 1912 and 1914.

MA/B 15,10/14 5tmm. This is not listed as identified but may
be this Board. Found on later K.G.V and ltd P.U.C.

MAB 15,10,14 4tmm. Comes on Q.V. Id lilac to Ie.G.V Id white
lion. Just a possibility. This Board no longer exists.

M/H Listed for Middlesex Hospital. Provisional perforations
exist. This is a teaching hospital and is No.2 of the

London area.

OH/BB Oswestry Hospital, Birmingham Region, also known as the
Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital. It is

Group 27 in the Birmingham Region.

a/Hi'IC Could be Oakmere, Oakwood, Oldham and District i Orrnaka.rk
& and District, Orpington and Sevenoaks, or Oxford and

OH/MO District. Postmark information should help.
PC/HMC Preston and Chorley Hospital Management Committee is

Group 4 of the Manchester REgion.
PG/21 Listed as Paddington General m~c but the correct title is

Paddingto~ Group ~~C. This is Group 21 of the North West
Metropolitan Region.

12,12,8 4tmm. K.G.V photogravure to K.G.Vl dark colours.
12,12,8 5mm. K.G.Vl dark colours.

K.G.Vl pale and dark colours including provisionals.
All are listed as Que8ns Hospital for Children.
Additional dies (not confirffied) are probably, QHC 12,11,8

6tmm. on early K.G.V and ltd P.U.C., QH/C on K.G.Vl pale
colours and OHC 10,10,7 4~mm. on K.G.Vl dark Id.
This appears to be Q,,'.een Marys Hospital for Children which
was Group 15, Carshalton HM0 in the South West Metropolitan
Region. It was amalganated with Fountain Group fu~C in October
1959 as Fountain and Carshalton HMC.

R&D/HMC Listed as Rochdale and District HMO which is Group 10 in
the Manchester Region. But note that there is a Reading

and District ill,"C.
(HP.5)
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No. 43 in

was
the

SFH/MC

R/HB

SG/H

RE/m~c This is the Royal Farlswood Group HMC which is
the South West Metropolitan Region.

Listed as the North West Metropolitan R0gional Hospital
Board, Watford. v1atford is in this Region but the Bo~ed's

offices are at Portland Place, London, W.I. The Watford
hospitals are in Group 9 which is the Wl3st Herts ID1C.

RH/B8 Information wanted.
RH/MC Used by the Redhill Group HMC which is No. 11 in the South

West Metropolitan Region. I have a Q.E. 6d postmarked
Redhill with the HE definitely closer together than copies on
K.G.Vl pale colours with illegible posrmarks.

RM/H Listed as Royal Masonic Hospital. This is a volountary
hospital in Loudon, W.6. It comes in the South West

Metropolitan Region but is not under any Group BJ1C.
S/27 Listed as Middlewood Hospital, Sheffield. This is a ~ental

hospital and is the principal hospital under Sheffield No.
2 miC which is Group 27 of the Sheffield Region.

SC/HMC Listed as South Cheshire HMC which is Group 20 of the
Manchester Region.

S&D/HMC Listed as Swindon and District HMC which is Group 9 of
the Oxford Region. Note also that these initials cculd

be used by the SOUTHPORT & DISTRICT GROUP.
SE/&B Listed as Saint Ebba's and Belmont Group ID~C which was

Group 36 in the South West Metropolitan Region. The Group
dissolved in July 1962 and the hospitals transferred to
Fountain and Carshalton Group.
The only Group that appears to fit this lettering is the
Saint Francis and The Lady Chichester ID1C which is No.28

in the South Bast Metropolitan Region. Has anyone seen it
with a Haywards Heath or Hove postmark? Or any postmark at
all? The Group consists of mental hospitals.

Includes provisionals. Might be Saint Geor68s Hospital, a
large mental hospital at Morpeth which is Gropp 29 of the

Newcastle Region, or Saint Georges Hospital which is NO.7
Group of the teaching hospitals in the London area. Or again,
it may not be a hcspital at all. I have it on K.G.VI pale
colours with illegible postmarks.

S.G.H.S The Seamens Greenwich Hospital Society comes occasionally
on ld reds, the earliest recorded by v~ Jennings being

Plate 109. I also have it on the Q.V. ~d vermilion. The
"Society" may not be strictly the Hospital but I think it is
a logical inclusion. The Hospital is now in Group 6 of the
South E~st Metropolit~n Region under the name of the Sealliens
HMC.
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STH

STJ/H

STG/H

SM/HmC

SS/E.IC

ST/BH

8/68
SH/GH No information. My only stamp is Q.E. 3d with illegible

postmark. If it is a hospital it seems to fit for St. H
Helier Group ID1C which is No. 12 in the South West
Metropolitan Region.

SH/MC I have this with Mile End postmark indicating that the
user is Stepney Group HMC. This was Group 7 in the North
East Metropolitan Region, but in April 1966 it was
anraLgaraated with the Central Group to f orra the East London
Group.

South Manchester lli~C. This is Group 15 of the Manchester
Region.
South Shields :-r::.1C - Group 3 of the Newcastle Region.

The Royal Hospital of St. BartholomeiV, usually kl10wn as
"BARTS". A teaching hospital - No.1 of the London area.
List~d as St. George's Hospital. No.7 teaching hospital
in the London area. There is an earlier die 10,5,10/12
5mm. (T=3i~.) on G.V & G.VI dark colours which may be
this hospital. See also SG/H above.

Listed as St. Thomas's Hospital which is No.12 teaching
hospital in the London area. There are also dies 11,7,12
+i1~. on G.V photogravure & E.VIll, and 10,6,10 (4mm) on
G.Vl dark green that could have been used by this
hospital.

Probably a hospital but there are a lot of St. Johns, St.
Josephs and st. James to choose from. My only copy is
Q.E:. 2td.

TW/MC

UC/H

U/HMC

VH/C

Pembury postmarks make it probable that this is TUNBRIDGE
WELLS GROUP m~c Which is Group 15 in the South East
Metropolitan Region.. Pembury Hospital is the largest in
the Group.

Three dies, 8,7/10 (4t~~), 10,8/11 (5m~), & 10,8/12 (5mm)
are listed as United Cambridge Hospitals which make up
No.4 teaching hospital in the Provincial area.
The letters could also stand for University College
Hospital which is No.4 teaching hospital in the London
area. Can anyone produce helpful postmarks? The
yosition of the 'H' on the 10,8/12 die varies considerably
and it app8ars to be a provisional porforation. I have it
only on three copies of the ltd G.Vl dark colours.
There is another die U.C/H 10,9/12 (5~,) which I have
on G.V. Id. This might belong here.

Listed as Uxbridge ID~C. This is Group 15 of the North
West Metropolitan Region.

On Id dark colour G.Vl. with Chelsea postnark. Any
information? V for Veterans?

"
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WB/HMC West BroDwich and District HMC. No.18 of the Birmingham
Region.

WH/~C Walsall HMC. Group 19 of the Birmingham Region. There
could be others as well with these initials.

ws/m~c West Suffolk m~c. Group 3 of the East Anglia Region.

That concludes a listing which is cGrtainly not
exhaustivG, and which is probably more stimulating than
accurato. I shall be quite content if it provides a
basis for building something better.

(HP.8)
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FURTHER NOTES ON HOSPITAL PERFINS

By K Rymer Young

Thore seems to be enough new material available now to
justify a postscript to my article on hospital perfins.

Very soen after the first page of listings came cut in t:te
Nows Sheet I Jot very helpful r-epLf.ea from r'lr Tomkins, lV~r Bummer s
and :Ir Eades? for which many thanks. I had hopcd that ether
morbers might be saving their replies until the article was
completed but only Hr Coates has come in, and evon .fd lettors
should have arrivc1 by now.

I would like to record much valuable help frolli a non­
38nber, ~Ir R.F.P. Glegg who was sGcretary of the Eastbourne Group
H:'lC, but '!Tho has new unfortunately arrived at his retiring age.

I"Ir TOl:'kins and Mr Summers both drc'N my at t en t i.on to the
fact that official letters froD the hospital groups use ~fficial

envelopes currently marked CODE 26 or CO~E 27 followed by a size
nun.bo'r •

Turning to the actual identities wa find,

BR/HB Adding u; information from both ~tr Tomkins and ~h Summers
this is definitely used by a hospital and may, I think, be

safely notod as BIRMINGHAM REGION HOSPITAL BOARD.
CH/33 i{r Eades reports this with Coulsdon, Surrey post:n:ark which

provides the ntcesary confirmation for CANE HILL.
EB/ill~C EA2T BIR~INGHAM HMC (26), constituted November 1962.

A roconstruction of the Birmingham (Sanatoria) Group.
Recently found on current issue with Birminghao post~arks.

HIW iTr Coates reports GUILDFORD as now using mIC wi bhout any G.

K'lC/6 Mr SlL':Lr'lerS repcrts a Yarmouth postmark and I have it with
a Norfolk postmark.

LG/~1C Corie s with B'Lackhea t h and Catford postmarks on cede
envelopes. Almost cortainly LEWISHAM GROUP relC, Group 4

of the South East ffietropolitan Region.
~T.~T/IE~C N~,t i'lentificd. Could be M:id-Ylales? ~~id-T.~iltshire or Mid­

Worcestershire. Not seen on Wolsh Rogionals as far as I
knew,

;\TT/HIfl.C A n<3W identity f r on L~r Tomkins. NORTH T"F'ES-SIDI HMC.
T00S-SiJu (N8wcastle 13), Clev3land (Newcastle 12) and

Scd~Gfiold Groups replaced by North Te8s-Side H~C and Scuth Tees­
Sid::: m'le in i\flarch 1958.

(HP.IO)
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3H/MC Another fron Mr Tomkins.
Group.

11/68
Shrewsbury HMC is Birninghac 15

I'H/MC Mr Su...'J.',lers reports this on code envelope with Wisbech post-
mark and noted in writing 'Clarkson Hospital'. PeterborougL

and St~'J.ford HMC is East Anglia 12 but the Clarkson Hospital at
Wisbech is North Cawbridgeshir8 HMC (East Anglia 11)

SM/H On cede envelope with postmark London E.C. 7 Jun. 1968:
St. r,1ary's Hospital (Lundon Teaching No.9) is po at.a.lLy w2.

This ia a hospital but SOl'O infernation is needed for .
identification.

TB/H From :'~r Sum:"1ers. Tooting postr:.ark on code envelope , with
Tooting Bee Hospital written on envelope. I think we can
accept this as correct. Tooting Bec Hospital was the only

hospital in South ~ost :~tropolitan Group 30 but in July 196~ it
w~s analgw~atGd with the Battersea and rutney Group to form the
Battersaa, Putney and Tooting Group.

TH/MC No legible postmarks. Possibles are Taunton, Torquay and
Tottenhar.;.

UC/H Mr Sumners has this with London W.C. postmark on code
envelope with handwritten identity, 'University College

Hospital 9 Gower Street 9 W.C.I.

WG/HMC Frow U~ Coates. Windsor Group HMO, Group 4 in the North
~est ~etropolitan ~egion.

That se€~s to be all for the present. I will produce
further notes if and when sufficient new material is
available.

K. Rymer Young.

(HP.Il)
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BH/C

cn/GH

mIH/MC

FC/H

HB/~~C

LG/H

DH/B8

IU-I/VC)
TIN/MC)

SH/l!lC

SO/H:1C

TH/MC

DC/H
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ArDITIONAL NOTES ON HOSPITAL PE~FINS
------'--'---'-.;;;..;;;;.---------'~--'-----

By K. Rymer Young

Mr Nelson confir~s the e~rlier die for Bronpton.

Burnley. Miss Thornton produces this one en tbe 2td Scout
Jubi188, the first r-e c or-dLng of a large C01'~lji::!1"lurative.

:2oportod by ~Ir Nelson on cover ",vith Guys Hcspi t a l on back.
No clue at present as to what the CH portion stands for.

Beth Mr Nelson & Miss Thornton ro~ind me that this is listed
~s East Riding H~C in tho c~talogue. My onissicn!

M1' Nulscn has this with Haywards Heath pC'stnark and I have
it ~ith Wivolsfield. This seOGS to be St. Francis and the
Lady Chichoster Hospitals but Laavc s SFR/II;IC (sst: original
~rtic1o) ill1cortain.

Query by Miss Thornton and Mr Whitehead. Lettering suggests
a hr,spita1 but I have three dies, 12,13/15,8 ('-r~); 12,14/15,
8 (5) and 10,11/11,7 (41) all only on IC G. V low value dark
colours which are too early for hospital manageEE:nt
cOffinittees. All post~arkes are illegible.

TIoported by Mr Nelson on cover fron South Western Hospital,
Stockw011, S.w.9. This hospital was in the La"lbeth Group
which in July 196+ became the South West Lond on Gr cup (sGe
L/HIvIC)

Mr Nelson has further o onf t rrna t i.on of this as South West
~:I8t1'opolitan Regional Hospital Board. (Ar-ea 8)

Mr Whitehead draws my attention to the fact that recent
perfins from Reigate show the second lett0r as a sort of
monogr-am of H & n. This Group be came the :i.\eigate & Netherne
in July 1964 which probably accounts for the odd phenomena.

Confir~ed as also used by Shrewsbury by ~rr Nelsen.

This is Birrdngha..."'rl (Selley 03.k) H:';iC, No. 25 in the
Birningharr.. I\ogion, 8.ud should h8.ve been included in the
crigin~l list. My o~ission again!

Prcduc8d by Miss Thornton with London, E.1. pGstsnrk that
does not fit any present group. Tha nearest possibility
soerlS tc be Tcttenha.:::..

:-\11' Ne Ls cn and l.li s s Thornton have London postmarks. No one
setC,-S tc fancy C~~.bridge.

1.ny add i ticns and corrections to Mr Young please
at 18~ Milnethorpe Road~ Eastbourne.

(HP.12)
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FU~THER INFORMATION ON HOSPITAL PEBFINS

By K. Ryrr.er Young

Chclsae ~ Kcnsin;tcn HMC. Create1 in October 1960 by
ana.Lgamat i on of CheLs ea with FuLr.ari j: Kensington.

DS/HG Dudley, Stourbridge 6.: Bistrict H::C

PH/YiC Used by P'Lymou't.h .~.~ Bistrict HMC as well as Pctcrbcrou,;h.

SAH Used by St. Andrews Huspital Management COD8itte~, Thcrpe
Nor-wi ch , The Group W6.S ar.a.Lg.amat cd to form St Andr-ews &:
Hollosdon H~C cn 1st April 196~ but still appears to be
us i.ng the Sc3.l;le perfin. I have S/A/H with wnat fl1iiSht be a
Ncr-wi.ch pos tr.ar-k ,

All trw ab ove Lnf'or-mat Lon has t;J,jn receivod f r cm l1r
Clarkson cf Leods wrc also produces a cever from
Bdconton (new in Enfield) Group Nith 05/18, and two Clvers
f r oi.i Luchfurd (in Southend Group) wi, th 106 nwneral pcrfLne ,
The lat tor pair are not "c ode" ei.v: lopes.

I have 106 off cuver with Southend postmark. Befinitely
1'.:<.1'0 information is required on these odd "number perfin.s".

(Editer's Note: The 106 perf in is rc;cordcd a.s belunbinb)
(to the; Southond Bor cugh Council - see Council Listing )

UC/H Mr Sk~lton finally settles this problem with the perfin en
cover fr0D Adaenbruoks Hospital, Cambridge. Evidently
this is a "dcuble uscr" like PHj:.:C. Good current practice
for Slopers nowadays, but it would never have done in the
ld red days •
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