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Jl Harry Rickard and U. S. Cat alog editor Joe Balough have got t en t o­
gether to give us a bra nd new look at u. S. per f ins.

Rickard i s a close observer of U. S . perfins and, like many of us , he
has noticed that some of the perfins he runs acros s don't precisely
match the i l lus t rat i ons i n the catalog. He has isolated some of these
differences and will use this column to share his observations. In
some instances, Rickard and Balough are in full agreement; in other
cases, Rickard is entire ly on his own. The two don 't always agree on
what is or is not a "var iety."

We 're hoping you won't always agree with Rickard either and t hat you'll
check your collections to either prove him wrong or confirm hi s find­
ings . The result of all thi s will be an i ncrease in our unders t andi ng
of u. S. perfins.

Here then is the first of Ri ckard' s offeri ngs . If you want t o take
him on- -or agree with him- -write him at 2163 Cumbre Place, El Cajon,
CA 92020. Please write t o Harr y direct . Don 't write to me. I just
edits! FW

--cont i nued on the next page
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Take a look at t h e AMS per f in shown here . I t is not pat ­
t ern A- l 90 . Th e S is smaller t ha n the o ne shown in the
cat a l o g , a n d t he top two insi de holes of t he M are l ower.
I s it s carc er than A- l90, o r more commo n?

I don 't know, but pe r h a ps yo u c a n he lp me find out. Many
of you may h a ve s ome scar c e perf ins in you r c o l l ec t i ons
witho ut rea l iz i ng it. Ni ne out of ten newl y d isco vered
p erfins c ome f r om col l e c to r dup li cat es a nd are the r e sul t
of carefu l observat i o n .

Let ' s f a ce i t . Mo st o f us a re a bit l a z y. We acce pt the
fact that a perf in is B-456 or G- 444 jus t because what we
ha v e "loo k s like the on e i n t he c at a log ." But there c an
be sub tle di f f ere nc e s - -in spa c ing, in con f igu r a t ion, in the
s izes of l e t ters a nd ampersands. With a li tt l e pra c ti c e ,
you can l earn to spot these d iffere nc es .

Take a look a t t he s e exampl e s :

Th e W/CO at l e f t is not W-55 . Th e C and t he 0 are c loser
together t han the CO in the W- 55 in t he catalog. Che c k
yo ur cop ies .

Do broken p ins qua l i f y as di f f eren t va r ieties ? No, most
of us wil l a gree to that . But take a l o ok at t he MLC at
left. Is t h i s MLC an M-l54 o r a n M- l 54A? It i s o n a
Cleve l a nd p recanc e l, but i t ha s a l l the ho les. A look a t
t he cat a log sho ws t ha t M-l54 and M-l54A a re iden t ica l
excep t that M- l 54A, the Clevel and pre canc e l, has one fewe r
ho l e s.
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The B"B/C of the Brunswick Balke-Collander Company of
Chicago is listed as B-46 . But the patt ern shown at l ef t
doesn't match the il lustration in the c a t a log o n a n y point.
Is this a re-make o f t he die or what?
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'-__"~"~"~~~ Spac i ng can be a bette r indicator of a differen t variety .
Look at the CS/SA pat t e r n at left . This looks much like
C-323, but the SA is much c los e r t o the CS o n this
illustration than o n the o ne in the c a t a log .
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Of co ur s e , o n e of the b iggest thrills in co l lecting U. S .
perf ins i s comi ng a cross a brand ne w perfin- - on e that is
clearly, unmistakabl y , a brand new o ne ! Such i s the c a s e
with t he GHW shown a t l e f t . It just isn't in t he catalog .

Those a re s ome o bs e r va t i o n s for o peners .

You may ha ve pe r f i ns th a t ha ve b e e n bug g i ng you because
t hey " j ust don't qu ite ma t c h " the illustratio n s i n the U. S.
U. S . catalog. I f t hat' s t he case, share them with me an d
we wil l s hare them wit h membe rs t hrough this c o l umn . Just
send me a good c lea r Xerox copy so I c a n make compa r i s o n s
myself .

I must add o ne comme n t t o ge t J oe Ba l o u g h off t he hook .
My o bs e r va t io ns here will not necessarily l e ad to entries
in the catalog . That remains the j ob o f the U. S. c a t a log
e d i t o r and there a re debatable points about pape r thi ckness ,
paper s hrinkage, and so o n, to cons i de r . Wha t we hop e t o
do wi t h this co l umn is provide a c l e a r i nghouse fo r in f or ­
mation Joe can use in his decision-making .

One o t he r note . I f you have troubl e ge tt i ng c lose che cks
o n your per f i ns, t ry my method. Plac e your perf i n o n the
illustration , al ign the e nd l e t t e r pre c i sely a nd see i f the
other let t e rs also line up p r ec i se ly . I f they don' t , you
ma y have s omething . You may need t o use a mag n ify i ng glass
to ge t precise alignment , b u t it may we l l b e wor t h your
whil e .

Editor ' s note : I do feeL an obLigation here to make an observation
about what can happen to perfin iLLust rations during the printing of
the BuLLetin . Minute changes can occur i n iLLustration size as a
r esu Lt of the photoLithography proces s . Thi s i s equaLLy t rue with the
printed iLLustrat i ons you see in the U. S. cata Log. To be precise in
matter s of t his t ype, i t may be neces sary to compare two per fi ns r ather
t han a perfin wi th an iLLus t ration .




