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~xamples of the variety of issues on/in which the­

State of New Jersey P8rfin flrpP!lrS •
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The Perfin of the State of New

Jersey consists of an S which is'

made up of 11 holes; an N which is

composed of 13 holes and a J which
requires 7 holes.. The pattern is

used exclusively by the state on

its Postage. The 31 hole pattern
is punched through the stamp on a
device manufactured by the Cummins

Corp. of Chicago, Ill.



PROCESS

The perrin is applied to PRch stamp in a row of st?mps by

pumping a foot r~dal. The stamps are usu811y processe~ in full
she e t s feee up, rO\\T by row, centered and punchcd , ~he pattern

appears ten times in each r ow once for e e c h rec;ular issue stamp

that is in sheet s of 100 d e f i.nd t Lve s , (More often when a

cor-me r-a t i.ve or lc.. rger t han ree:ul8.r issllses ere processed)

r~\ WHY ?1. ~.•~e.. ...~
••.. ~... :~.. !he per.fin is a:rplied to all the postager -.. :. -,

\;. ..:•••t-: \. pur-chased by the State of new Jersey. .", .
',.:.: ••• ", . by the Capital Post-Office Department.

.... .....- ..:...•
••~ ••• .:. ..... \', The new Jersey postage, now e a s Ly.. . ..,,. ..:. \.

~~ ... ••• -, recognizable, can not be used by an
~\-. .' .:••• .t, individual, it must be u s ed for" .- ~... :",".. .. .. ",

.~.. ..:.:.. \. r.nd in c ori juncti.on wi th of f ic a L
HISTORY ~... ... ... •••• ~\ business of the State of Ne'-l

#/. ....:.

The exact •••'(•••• ::: ~::.: .~~~ Jersey or one of it s many
•• ...'".:J .

.. of the .....:.. ..'~ d e par-tmerrt s , ':Jl th a yea::r1yorle;lns
('" d n r ";,.: · ••••. ~.~.\ budget of over it350 t 000pro,.. e s e an, or-o,e •••... ~... t>,

h · h d h 1I:T .- e.. ..'~ for po s t age e~en a ~TD?11
'1-' lC create tel' ew '\ ..::;.. .:\.,
Jersey Perfin are not vet ~... ...-.~ :"":8.vin[js rne ans Lar-ge

" ~. ••. .t.
known , but il1 the late 1920s \. •••• ::: ~::.: \~" sums of money to

. • •• .." t
the devices used to punch the~. ..:::.. ..'..'\ ax-payer.

Perrin wher-e purchased-from the ••:~ • •••• ~. ~~
~ ..-.-.. -\

CumITli~S Corp. the practice began . ~'\:... '' '.2:: ":
somet Lme in theearly 1930 I s , It "-.. ..' •••'\

can be assumed that an executive felt~'•••••>. ~~::.:"\
a need for a system of security Vias .- ::.. .:,. ~

necessary to prevent pilferag.e and the '\ •.•.... .~~.. · . "-use of a perfin was the result decided • ••• ~". . \
upon and put into effect. ..:::.' ....... . ~

The system has and continues to work ••••••.... ~.:.~:,.
for thestate of New Jersey; as late as 1974 .- ".:::~. ::')
a "case of misuse of 'New Jersey postage was c or-rec-ted ...•••~,~'
d···/after iscovery In the Trenton postoffice. ~.~,

@ ~ @
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The method of proccssin~ described earlier, e8c~

row bein~ struck separately, le3ds to mqny possible variations
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The
perforate its initels (T'e r'f' i n ) both fY18n11factl1!"ed. by the Cumtrins

corporation. Telling the diff0rence bet~een the two machihes

is difficult and in fact can only be determiried by the errors
or variations which exist on 0RCh machinp..

l'lach i ne no. 55 is l)80d a s a reserve machine and on Ly

pressed into service during periods of repair to the main

Machine (no. 69). Here is an illustra~ion of the errors

and their position in the row.
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/ With' the long term use of a machine problems may deyelop
r0pairs made and the interruption go unnoticed by the general
public. The continuous use of m~chine no.69 di~ develop some
problems.. The use of pins from the first or left hand pattr:rn

to repair or replace other pins resulted in a mRjor overhaul
in the 1960's
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• Today the first (left hand ), des~gn has ~ two pi~ error !-l---

so the above/strip of ten without error from late 1968 is a

rare example of a complete and perfect punch on no. 69
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MIRROR PAIR
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Mirror pairs are extremely rare

in the State of New Jersey Perfin~ In
o~der to create a mirror pair the sheet
of stampsrnust be folded and then punched
since State of New Jersey Perfin is punch-

ed ten at a ti~e th~ sheet is never folded.

BICEN~ENNIAL.PASTPORT
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To generate interest in the State Bicentennial'the State
Commission struck upon the idea of advertising the Post Office

Pastport-- They orderd stamps from the capital Fost Office -­
The perfin is applied to all stamps there -~ the put the stamps
i~_the pastports and had ~ne of the seve~al special cancelations

being used in the state. !hey then. sen~ th~se pastports to the
newspaper-a,

----~@



Barlicst know cover with a state of Ne'.., Jersey Perfine;

.
.",/,.

----------- ..

Jersey Central Power & Light Co.
707 Ninth Avenue
Belmar, N. J.

In ea.rlierdate canceled on a State of Ne\-] Jersey Perfin

but not with corner card or a return address of sorne one of the
many state departments of offices which use the perfin stamps.

If you have or know of an earlier cover '-lith the ~tate of

New Jersey Perfin and would like to help establish the firs~

~ Day of use contact Paul T. Ja~BOX 231 Raritan, N.J. 08869 ~



An examrle of the Per-Perfin Covers of the State

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF' STATE

•

Hr. Henry C. Allen,

Silk City Trnst BuI Ldfng ,

I'aterson,

n, J.

Even the one cent stamp was perfined when purchased for
use by the State of New Jersey as on this example of an .

Offical Notice for Motor Vehicle Inspection•

• Edward 5 e· Wood,

44 Park street,

Bordento\vn, N. J.

~Ff'ICIALNOTICE-"-

- 0lJ)

•



CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

/
... '.....".:.. .:..

-------@

~
.....

~ -
,

USE 71f ,,00(

I

These are special N 0 J E X Cover~ not only for the .c~ncel­

lation but for the perfin. It is the only time the State of
New Je~sey allowed the use of its Ferfin for other than State

offical business.



To show an

example of
each of the
departments
whi.ch use
New Jersey

Perfins is
impossible,
here are
two examples.
Note that
they are not
from Trenton
but state
o.epartnents
located in
other·are3s
of the State.

-----@
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U.S. Perfins
by Paul T. Jackson

Raritan, New Jersey

When was the last time you made a "discovery"
your philatelic purchase? Imagine the thrill poop
feel when the find or discovery is unique ~ How 101
has it been since you had the joy of tracking down t:
history or background of a stamp? How expensive w.
that last item you needed to complete a section for e
hibit or even just to achieve a personal goal in YOi

collect ing?
Well, perfin (the stamps with holes punched in the

before they are used) collectors have these thrills wi
each stamp they examine. With some 6,000 Unit­
States perfins in a wide variety of patterns. new on,
surface all the time. Who perforated them (whit
company or government ) is a search which perf
collectors relish and delight in. The pursuit of proof
the user of a perfin a cover with the return address
the sender and a stamp with the perfin. is a rewardir
find for a minimal cost.

Searching the discards of philately (that is wh
many' collectors and dealers consider perfins i

delightful for the perfin collector. For this reason tl
cost is often very low and maybe the biggest booster
the search for perfins. It places the field of perfins f; ,

outside the world of speculation .
Considering all things. perfins provide the thrill

delights. and mystery. as well as the possibility of ne
discovery and all at minimum costs. A collector 100

ing for hours or even years of philatelic pleasure ca
not do better.

.,

Neyv J!err§r2y uses 1!'pr2rrjarre§ []y§1lem-···"
U}[) COb1r8;rro~ die1VJ({JIlt/[117:71/2ijuJ;oll T1'"(!ciue§ £§

li ~

.Bv Paul T. Jackson cond is used for most work. while common because that perforator
. Box 2:n . '. the other is held as a spare. is used less.

Raritan, N.J. 08869 William Hendrickson of the The existence of mirror pairs is
Today many state and local Capital Post Office estimates that rare in the New Jersey perfins

governments are facing a crisis in some 35.000 stamps each year are because of the way the stamp
meeting their budgets. so cutting processed by his department. sheets are processed. ,.
po s t ag e costs is becoming amounting to $30.000 in postage Finally. since the stamps I
necessary. Limiting the use of each month. Most of the 3,000 generally are perforated face up, L
government postage to official stamps perforated each month are tbhe perfin. when viewed from the . .
business is difficult and becomes regular issues. ack of the stamp. appears
more so as the size of the Commemoratives are used only backward.
organization grows. when the denominations needed . Does the New Jersey system Stamp Show News

One method of controlling the are not available VI' at the end of ~ork? Results s~y it-d.o:s..R.eeent- 1---------­
use of postage by a great number the year,
of offices and departments is to With such a large volume of
"perfin' the stamps purchased for stamps, it is easy for a collector to
official use. obtain an excellent copy of almost

The state of New Jersey, with any regular issue. .
it Ifi . I However, due to repair of the
1 s many 0 icia postage users, perfin devices there exist some
has such a system. A department
requests the postage it needs from major errors in the current state
the Capital Post Office, which of New Jersey perfins.
purchases stamps' from the From machine No. 55, the one
Trenton Post Office. The Capital less often used, they are:
office then perforates each stamp (a) a shift in the last hole in the
purchased. vertical stem of the "J" in the

: --- The impression is made by a first column:
device consisting of a set of pins (b) a missing hole in the ex­
which punch through the body of treme right of the lower curve of
the. stamp in a designated pattern. the "S" in column 8; and
A template serves as a guide. (c) a missing center hole of the

The New Jersey perfin contains "S" in the 9th column. ,
the initials S.N.J. in two rows: an From machine No, 69 they are:
"S" on the top row made up of 11 (d) two missing holes at the end
holes and an "N" and "J" in the of the lOS"~ in the first column. and
lower row. Thirteen holes make up (e) slight shifts from the ver-v
the "N," while 7 makeup the "J." tical in the "Ns" of the sixth and

The state of New Jersey owns seventh columns.
two devices for perforating the Errors (b), (e) and (d), caused
stamps it purchases. Both were by missing pins. are major. Error
manufactured bv Cummins' Per- (e) could be caused by the wa.y the
foration Company of Chicago, Ill. operator feeds the sheet of stamps
These machines are numbered 55 into the perforator. The errors on
and 69 by the company, and the se- device No.. 55 are. of course. less



The State of New Jersey Perfin is but one of the 6,000
perfins known (only hRlf of y!hich are identified as to the
user'of the perfin).

Other States use Perfins.
Can vou t-ell what state

"
this patt8rn?

~. - 'W'.~ ...
~ .
~ : ~
~ .. .
~ .. .. ....... ....

If you like a puzzel ?~? a mystery??

Try this one.---(block to the right)
First identify what letters or
symbolg are used i# this Perfin.
Then try to identify who used- this
pattern, and if you can p~ove it.
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If this presentation bas p~eked your interest and you
woirLd like to know more about Perfins and the people who
collect 'them -- Here are the officers of the Perrin Club.

IRESIDEN'J: David C. Stump

VICE PRESIDENT: Mrs. Dorothy Savage

170 Steeplechase Road, Devon,PA 19333

10550 Western Avenue, Space 94, Stanton,CA 90680

Box 134, Gonzales, LA 70737

3171 Glengarry Cove, Memphis, TN 38128

Arena, WI 53503

Post Office Box 82, Grandview, MO 64030

(Cover Sales): Edwin L. Stuntzner
1003 Exchange Street, Emporia, KS 66801

P. O. Box 57926, Webster,'lX 77598

243 Kairnu, Pacheco, CA 94553

FOREIGN CATALOG EDITOR: Mrs. Barbara Kloss

PUBLICITY CHAffiMAN: Frank Young

SECRETARY: Floyd A. Walker

TREASURER: John A. Gooding

EDITOR: Ray B. Crow

SALES MANAGER: Ivan H. Ley
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LIBRARIAN AND PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR: Floyd A. Walker
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