
'l'HE CHICAGO, til WILL" PERF'IllS

by. Albert Speneer t Perfin Club Member ~1261

Some time ago in the PERFIN BULLETIN there was a discussion about the

Chicago, ttl WILL" perfine (f.I. 1-116 - 1-119.5).

Wanting to kDQw more about it because of special musical philatelic
interests, this writer queried our good librarian Floyd Walker for

suggestions. He suggested wri ling the Chicago Chamber 0f COl:Jmerce.

This the writer did (enclosing a SAE). The letter Was turned over to

the Chicago Historical Society which really extended itself in courtesy

and helpfulness in providing the following information along with photo­

stats of the sheet music of the Chicago, "I VlILL" song.

Chicago's official motto is Urbe in Horto, meaning "City in a Garden".

Many people think, however, that the cityts motto is "I WILL", which has

become, over the years, an unofficial motto for Chicago.

"I WILL" came about because of a contest held in 1892 by th~ Chicago

Inter-Ocean newspaper. The paper offered prizes to artiste sUbmitting

draWings personifying \.he spirit of Chicago, in honor of the World's

Colombian Exposition.

Amon6 the hundreds of d~awing6 submitted, the jUdges picked that of

Charles Holloway, of Chicago, for firEt place. His draWing showed a

youthful, energestic looking woman in classical garb. She had a leather

stl'ap on her wrist t similar to those worn by athletes for muscle reinforce­

ment, and she hel. a car j.vn t e r" s square nezt to her hip. On her head was

the crown of the PhoeniX, the legendary bird that rose from the ashes.

as Chicago did after the 1671 fire. But the most striking feature was

the woman's breastplate, which bore the words"I \\'ILL". This struck the

city's fancy, and has remained Chicago's unofficial motto.

Holloway said thet tne idea for "1 WILL" came from an old saying that

popped into his head a.s he was creating tlie dra\'.ing - "When a woman says

she will you may depend on it". Ilis knowledge of literature was faulty,

however, since the actual statement comes from Cit line in a play written by

Aaron Hill, an 18th Century English author, "F"irst a. woman will or Wor~' t­

depend on't. If she will do it, she will, and there's an end on't.".

The song was written in 1906. The cover of the sheet music is headed,

"Chicago says "1 WILLft. It is illustrated V.i\r1 ":1 dr.wing of a classicaJ.\y

garbed lady, "Chicago", helping to her feet (from the ruins. of a ~I"eek



2 -
styled ~U1ldi~ another female figure also ~ classic garb and labelled,

"San Francisco". "Special Donation to the San Francisco Sufferers' Fund"

is noted on the cover. thus referring to the San Francisco earthquake in 1906.

Words of the eong are by James E. Callahan. Nusic 1s by Lon Dinsmore.

The verses and chorus are as follows:

" March on Chicago -. l-1artb along to everlasting fame.

With energy and charity,Surround thy glorious name.

I~arch on Chicaio - "Harch along" add laurels to thy crown;

Keep pressing on with loyalty- March on old Dearborn town.-

March on Chicago - Ma~ch along to greatness now unknown;

~'1th enterprise and ho'nesty, Enshrine each building stone.

}1arc~ on Chicago - r-iarch alo"ng, Aupent thy fair renown,

Expant1ng East, North, South and West, March on old Dearborn town.

And when in sorrow or in pain, We find our fellowman,

~.'is then Chicago's at the front, She tIl do the best she can;

For stricken friend or fallen foe, May then look up- not down,
Humanity id broad indeed, in good old Dearborn town.

Chorus:

Marching on - North, South, East and West

Marching on - We never think of rest.

l"orward Bar ch - Clirob u p gl~ f shill;

Give us room, Columbia, Chicago says, "1 WILL".

With all this backgrounO, the Chicago "! WILL" perfins have now become

well known, treasured friends. They now have a distinct personality and

a facinating history. The writer has had a wohderfully rewarding time

tracking down "HUSICAL PERFINS". Shortly there will be a completed

article on the Gubject. Especially gratifying has been the unselfish

help and response of all the PEHFIN CLUB officers and other member s ,

Truly, it is among the friendliest ~f philatelic groups!
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CHICAGO SAYS,"I WILL"
Muslc by LON OfNSMORE
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cmCAGO BISTOJUCAL IOCIBTY
Clark Street at North Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60614

The Chicago Historical Society is a privately endowed institution with limited
financial resources and a small staff. Increasing use of our research library
has made it necessary to utilize this form letter to answer mail inquiries.
We can, however, provide better service if you are able to visit the Society.
Our library is open to anyone of high school age or older from 9:00 A. M. to
5:00 P. M. , Tuesday through Saturday.

The in for mat ion 0 r, mat e ria I y·o u r e que s ted:

1._is not available in our library.

2. could not be located aftermaking a search of standard references or
-the Society's special research files.

3__may be available but would require extensive research which unfor­
tunately we are unable to do.

4 is available for your use here at the Society but cannot be supplied by
mail. Our books do not circulate.

5._is available for purchase from our Museum Sales Desk.

6._may be obtained from commercial dealers. Addresses of such firms
can usually be found tn the classified telephone directory or from your
local library.

7._should be available from public or school libraries in your area or
from your state historical library.

8•..-!....is enclosed.

9.-Jl- The enclosed information sheet explains the origin of the
"I Will" . motto. Also enclosed are the words and music to two
songs ("Chicago: City of Destiny" and "Chicago Says 'I Will'''),
which make use of the "I Will" motto.

Your letter was referred to us by the Chicago Association
of Commerce and Industry.



FOldtdfd 1856 CLANK MTNF.t:T 8RIIJUI':, HUll Telephone M Iehigan 2·4600

ell 1 (' A (i () II J S TO H I (' A L SOC I ..; 'I~ Y . Clark: Street at .\"orth .4venue, C'hicago, lllinoi.'? coot»

August 14, 1975

Dear Mr. Spencer:

Thank you very much for your check donation of $5.00 and
for the sample "I Will" stamp perforation. Of the two pieces
of sheet music we sent you the one entitled "Chicago Says 'I Will'"
is dated 1906 and consequently out of copYright. The other entitled
"Chicago: City of Destiny" is dated 1921 and consequently would
be under copyright protection for 56 years or until after 1977.
The publisher was a Dr. E. L. Ferna1l, 4803 Lincoln, Chicago. We
have no information about him. While copYright determination 1s
your responsibility, you have our permission to reproduce the
pieces in question.

Sincerely,
,/ /,' . // Air. /.~- ,(
~ ( \....0

"

Relerence Librd(~dn

Mr. Albert Spencer
P. O. Box 1'6
Angelus Oaks, C~lifornia 92305
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