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o I n t he yea r 1880 the inoonY'nienoe of heving to pay for

the post a ge of 01ficial letters out ot their own private pookets,
t; end having to wait till the end of the quarter before the Gove m ­
~ meat reimburaed the~ for the outley, WBB the 08UBe of muobIii oomplaint amongst 0111cia18. It was felt to he an inj"atice, and
m various other achemes were devised to supply them with stamps that,
< thouj!;h retaining their f ra nk ing povie r , could not beco nve rted i nto

osab, end tbat ~ere sa marked as to be enl. available t or uae OQ

Official oorrespondenoe.

Copy of an artiole which appea re d in the stamp
Col lec tors' Annual of 1907. - u,y I .J . Bernstein.

Special atampa were auggeated; i t was thought of us illl!:
the une pprcpiated die for the pu r poae , pu tting the name of the
depa7tment i n the lahel at t he foot. It was, however, po~aidered

inedviaahle from a Post Office point of yiew to have dif ferent stamp
tben those f rom the current, and tbe de~iceB emplo yed by private
firms an4 the OxfOrd Uni on Sooiety, against misu.e, were then
resorted to. Printing on the back d 1d not meet the requi rementa
and there remained hut over-printinj!; on the 1aoe or perforatilll!:
initials or d aEigns thrcuj!;h the stamp. This latter method was
just coming to t he front, and much encouraged by the Post Off i ce .
Coneequently it was tried by the Gcvernment Dep'rtment of the

L Board of Trade. and ~be 1i rat i s sue was ms rle on t he 2 7t h , January,
tN""l1'/ ~1882. .As, however, the pel'fore"ted devi oe was not easy t o

I ~ ' iJ.~ dist ingUish from t ho se used hy priv" t e 11 rma , p'rticulsrly when on
JLL 1"" a l etter, thi s method wa s nat adapted by t he ather depailtments,

. ~.-i excepting the Office of \'j ork s , whioh us ed it tor a shcrt pe riod -
'i.:.;~... Augu s t . 1895 to Ller ch , 1890. The BOar~ of Trad e , however, retained
l ' ,,,. it t i ll all distincti v e of f icial stamps were 11nnell(ahOl ished

l..~."') on 14th, Lley , 1904.

~he i r appearance pas sed quite ~ nno ticed in pbilbtelio
ciroles, atlil for many yes r s it wss l1ttlr thooght that the
perfo ration of a Crown, witb the initials B.T. unde rneath, wee
or en of ricial cher~cter on s par with the overprint I.R. o:l:11c181
which 0 eated muoh of a stir when i t appeared in September, 1882.

A warrant tor the i r prepe re:ti on, such BS we e required t or.
the ove rprinted ' offi ciel s e not being neces sa r,y , no official re Do rd
i s eve i lable of whet stamps, or how msny of any stamp, were sa
pe r forated.

The of fic ial i nf orma t i on available s tetes anly: "That they
" were i' i r ;:t used on Janua ry, 27t h , 1882, and that all stamps" from
the ill to 1/- va loes ourrent b etween thst date and • May , l .. th, 1904­
(when the ir use, i n ccmaon with other" "offioial stemps, wes
di s cont i nu ed) , were is s ued to, as re quired, " acd us ed by the
departme nt ."

As , however, t he 2d . blue ( l ine engreve~ ) , plate 15, wes
one of the 1irs t Boa rd ot Trad e Dtfi ciol s , it is evident that the
s tamps were prepa red . s ome month s before i ssue, as tbis s tamp was
s upe reeded by t he 2d . CS rmine Ros e ( De La Rue Se r i es) itl
Yovemuer , 1880. I propos e , therefore, l isting t he s tamps t hat
ma y pos s ihly he t ound Board of Trad e of fic ial, marki ng thos e wi t h
an a s te ri sk that I have actual ly s een .



I t i s e Vid e nt that t wo , i f not more , perfora t ing
maohines were empl oyed ~uring the ~ a te~ r~ t hes e stamps we r e
i n use , a a t be holes in t he earlie r i ssues are co nsiderably
lfl r ge r t hen i n the l 6 ter ones, wh i cb e r e a l s o f ound wi t hou t t he
f ul l s t op be twe e n t he i ni t ials. They were , no d oubt ,
i n t entionally made s maller, as the le r ger t he bol e t h e more t ender
and likely to t ear wa s t be o~~p . I t i s proba bl e tbat t be
ma ch i ne cone renee of only E.ir~- d ev ioe , each stamp i n a r ow being
punche d sepe ra tely ,· but tb~ r ows were fol ded up e i t he r
ve r t ically or borizont a l ly , 6~d se vera l tbickness e s of stbmp s
per1o r6 ted simul ta neous l y , as one Q6n f i na vert ical pai r s wit h
tbe devioe . t et-becbe. or b urizoata l peirs wi~b oa e of t he
des i gns r e ve r s ed . ::L a t be case tbe c r own be i ng aymme t r d. ca 'L i t
aoae not s bow fl a y d1f 1'e::-e nces , bu t t be let t.e r r~a rd T·.:a ~

Being band punched , a nd a number of e tempa pun ct u red
by one ope r ation, t be quantity of mi nor veri t ies reB~lt ing i s X& t ber
bi g .

Bea id ea t be principal one s , tbe tete- beeb e Snd r ever sed
variet i e s bl r eady me ntioned . one ca n find s~fJmps with e ~tber t he
B or t he T, or wi t b bot b ent i rel y , or i n part , no t pu nc t u r ed , t he
~ r ead ing like earl i nve r t ed L, or wi tb a s hort up r i gh t or
hori zontal s t r oke . Ex amples a re rou nd wi th t he pb r t ot t he
Crown mis s ing , e nd I ba ve see n s ome wmt h tbe crown only .

Ot he r fl aws i n 'tbe ·-es i gn a r e due t o 'the bl'ef.;.ki ng of
s i ngle p f.na , end ere qufte t oo ou u e r oua to meat~on .

:n common wi th ot he r Government ~epe rtmen ts , ~h e Boarc
01' i 'r ad e corres ponde nce t o s od i r aQ bead que rtera WEi- S fre nked , e nd t l
t he us e 01 s t6mps unnecessa ry .

s t amps v.e re cnLy used b:'l t be Heed crzf ce to r l ette r s
t;. oi ng a br-cad , e nd 1J~' br anch or z f cea 101' ell cor -res pone e nce othe r
,t btln_t ba t E; dr r esse ' t o he td que r- te r s , As t he Boa r d of Trac3 e
b66 no fo re i gn bre. nches , it fo l lovn::: t hat PEllx most or t b€ i r
e t a ru pa went to :t'o'leic;n count r ies {mca 't Ly t o Ge p:be 1ns of Br i t i s b
b oot s at 1'ore i gn por t s ), e.l(l t he i r rb r i ty i s t .hu s expke. fned • .b.dd erl ­
to t h i s i s tb e I (lot -the -t bflr ill y enb~' bod y we a JlP bwere 01' thei r
o1'. ic1e l che r e. c t e r , end t he ;:,.' , we r e no nOLl bt , des t '~oj-' e d e a
da mbg ed ( i .e perf orBt ed ) sta mp s .

11. f ew c ay be :found with oE- ac el1flt i oa of £,. s e upoe r t ,
but mos t 01 tb e~ b~ v e t he 10ar. on pos t oe r k .

Si nce 1mB? , t o mee t r eq'1irelllont s of t be ..:8 r cel pos t J.c t ,
e. n o cce s f one. L c opy is t o be rou no that he a b een u s ed on e pe r ceL,

~'i by t hese s t emps 81'e not ca t610i;;uee i ce nc ct uade r a -tend
Englis h apec ~~li st s ' ce talo ~ue s f in~ room ~ or 1 ~1r~s oa~es on
ba ck ' ' Col l ege i s sue s ' 'Pr iva t e t el egxh pb coapeufen ' end 1b. t t e r l y
:i:a i l Vivy let'tel' s t ecps ; even cu r stcader~ ca. ta logue Lnc'Lud ea
}'r i vE. t e tiM ;' roy ire'Leg ra pha ; mos tl~' i s s ued onl y by pera1 s aion of



the (iove m r:le nt , bo t all agr ee in i[;nor i ng t hes e e .L uhough
b ct otill ;y iS b tler by t be u ove r nnent ,

* de not es k .1OWl1 v o have be en uded .
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