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BOARD OF TRADE OFFICIALS

Copy of en erticle which appesred in the Stemp
Collectors' Annuel of 1907. = by I.J. Bernstein.

In the year 1880 the inconvénience of heving to pay for
the postege of officisl letters out of their own privete pockets,
end having to weit till the end of the quarter before the Govera-
ment reimbursed then for the outlay, wes the ceuse of much
compleint emongst officials. It was felt to be an injustice, &nd
varioug other schemes were devised te supply them with stemps that,
though retaining their frenking power, could not heconverted iato
cash, end thet were so marked ss to be snly aveilasble for use on
official cerrespondence. :

Special stemps were suggested; it wes thought of using
the uneppropieted die for the purpose, putting the name of the
depettment in the label &t the foot. It waes, however, considéred
insdvisable from & Post Office point of view to haeve different stamp
then those from the current, end the devices employed by private
firms and the Oxford Union Society, against misuee, were then
resorted to. Printing on the back did not meet the requirements
end there remained but over-printing on the face or perforating
initials or dezigns through the stamp. This latter method was
just coming to the front, and much encouraged by the Pogt Office.
Consequently it was tried by the Gevernment Department of the

f_ Board of Trade, and the iirst issue weas made on the 27th, Januery,
=

1882 . As, however, the perforested device was not easy to
distinguish from those used by privete iirms, perticulerly when on
e letter, this method wes not adapted by the other depatbiments,
excepting the O0ffice of Viorks, which vsed it for a short period -
August. 1895 to liarch, 1896. The Bogrd of Trade, however, reteined
it till ell distinctive officiel stemps were finnallrabolished

on l4th, Iay, 1904.

Their appearance passed quite vannoticed in philatelic
circles, end for meny years it was littlr thought thet the
perforation of e Crown, with the initiels B.T. underneath, wes
of an ofriciel cherecter on & per with the overprint I.R. orficial
which ¢ eated much of & stir when it eppeeéred in September, 1882.

A werraent for their preperesiion, such es was required for
the overprinted'officiels€ not being aecessary, no official reoord
is eveileble of whet stemps, or how meny of any gtemp, were s0
perforated.

The official information eveileble states enly: " That they
" were fir:t used on January, Z7th, 1882, and thet ell stamps " from
the 4d to 1/- velues current between thet date snd " llay, l4th, 1904
(when their use, in common with other® " official stemps, was
discontiaued), were issued to, &8s required, " and used by the
department.”

As, however, the 2d4. blue (line engrasveéd), plete 15, was
one oi the first Board of Trede Cfficisls, it is evident that the
stemps were prepered some mouths before issue, ss this stemp wes
supereeded by the 2d. Cermine Rose ( De la Rue Series) in
Novemuver, 1880. I propose, therefore, listing the stemps that
mey possibly be found Board of Trade officiel, marking those with
en egterisk thet I bave actuelly seen.



It is evideunt thet two, if not more, perforasting
m&chines were employed during the L& teers these stamps were
in use, as the holes in the eerlier issues are considerably
lerger than ia the later ones, which sre algo found without the
full stop between the initiels. They were, no doubt,
intentionelly mede smaller, s the larger the hole the more tender
gnd likely to tear wes the stgmp. It is probable that the
mechine consisted of ounly A®e device, each stemp in & row being
punched seperastely, tut the rows were folded up either
verticelly or horizoantelly, end severel thickaesses of stamps
perioreted simultaneously, &s one can find vertical peirs with
the device, tet-beche, or horizoatel peirs with one of the
designs reversed. 1 the case the crown being symmetrical it
foes not show &ny difrerences, but the letier rgerd T8,

BEeing hand punched, end & number of stemps punctured
by one operation, the guantity of miaor varities resulting is rather
bige.

Besides the principel ones, the tete-~beche and reversed
varieties &lreedy mentioned, oae cen find stemps with e- ther the
B or the T, or with both eatirely, or in part, not punctured, the
T reeding like gnd iaverted L, or with & short upright or
borizontel stroke. Exsmples sre found with the paert ot the
Crown missing, €ad I have seen some whth the crown oaly.

Other Ilegws in the ~“esign sre due to the breskiag of
single pins, snd &re guite t00 auuwerous To meation.

In common with other Government Tepertments, the Board
of Lrade correspoandence to end irom heed querters wes fTreanked, end ti
the use oi stemps unnecessary.

Stemps were only used by the Heed Ofiice for letters
£0ing ebroad, snd by breach ofiices ior sll correspondence other
théun_that edcdresse’ to hezd yuarters. As the Bogrd of Trade
bes ano forédgn breaches, it followe thet mwekx most of their
stemps went to foreign countries (mostly to Capbeins of British
boats et foreign ports), sad their rarity is thus expleined. Added:
10 this is the zact that hardly snaybody wes wmaw &ware oi their
of.iciel charecter, sad they, were no doubt, dest:oyed cs
deusged (i.e perforeted) stamps.

A Tew may be found with ceacelletioa of & seapoert,
but most oi them have the loadon postmnerk.

Siace 1887, to meet regquiremamts of the -arcel Post Lct,
en occesionel copy is to be found that hes been used oa & percel.

V'by these stemps sre not catelogued i cenaot uaderstand
English spec_elists' cetalo.ues Iin? room ior 'Firms names on
back!' 'College issues' 'Private telegraph compaaies' gnd latterly
nailway letter stamps; evea our Steadard Catelogue includes
Frivete and aray Lelegraphs; mostly issved oaly by permission of




whe Goverament, but gll agree in ignoring these althcugh
ectvally issued by the Goveranmeat.
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*.4. vermilion *44d .
1d. lilac 14 cdots *4.d
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