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Il an artiole reproduced from the Madras
iJ¥mes by tho Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly,
yeoncerning an_ofticisl inquiry into the faot
Bof letters to India from Australia so fre-
gently arriving minus atamps, it is stated
)1 t the absence of the stamps is due, not:
hfrﬁngorad Indian c.larh, but to the

E f the gum used in A

Australian stamps are
tmtully found in the mail-l No
bt..unmu]tol’thomd inquiry,
entations will be made to the various
Australian authorities, and the evil will
obably be remedied by the adoption of
fyome better adhesive than that now em-
iployed. We do not know which particular
part of the Australian continent is the
under, as wo have not noticed a flagrant
ok of adhesivenessin the current atunpmi
ny of these colonies. But the question

S Tepre:

miods us of the enormous difference in p'

ntity and gnality that exists in the
dbesives employed in various countries.
: For those who live in damp the
worst gum of ali, in our hl.lmble
inion, from a collector's point of view
t used by the United States. th.faly
TI .. st of our readers have naticed its extra-
B ary hygrosco io nature; so that
'hm with origi rnper!y mounted
s with hinges, after a ve ort sojourn in &
dnmp &hm. will absorb sufficient moisture
e nir to cause them to gum them-
.lves firmly down to the page. Onl
pther day, o rmugahoxofmyhun u
Zof thousan f common stamps
Umonths, we noticed that many of the
0.8, ntnmpc were in blocks—not ¢ blocks ” in

k¢bo philatelic sense of the word (i & hy parh of |
e ordi

i oeta). but veritable blocks in
phtloniof the :;:'m—i;l : *0p
9 mpa ltm & lum
: g :h?uuinvm updmp
the U 8. adhesive mw it an
y matter, as & rul e
f the envoli» to which thoymumhog'
ghnd thus the amd material bas fwo bad and
opposite qualities : (1) The stamps stick
hen they are not required to do so, and

jth'gr G

£ In some hot chmutal—.]'apm. for in-
Pasance—an altogether different adhesive is
mployed This stuff, whatever it i.l, on
ng welted, swells up enormously, after
manner of gelatine, without
icularly sticky, and we have often
twondered what this adhesive ¢an be if it
uol'. gelatine,
= The other day, in removin
!ndunl from the paper to w they w
futtached, we were lhuol: by the ﬁlt.hy
fmature of the gum and the quantity of
#foreign matter in it. In this case, however,
me came to the conclusion that possibly the
um may have been all right, but thst the
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of all|. .
foountries that had been lying by for soma |

mnnuot-

oan be peeled off when they ought’ '_“l“" "o ?rhlllald King YT in{mn k4

't.ha ﬂ: traogived ‘specimens
‘qwo‘fro:l’ the British Consul in Tlnghrl.
‘and they believe the stamps are still in use

ocoupation of betel-chewing, or something
similar.

h?:h » to the fault of 'non—adheu::zcu.
w. eepa eropping up from time me
in vmompmutrhd‘, :: in the instance
mfan'-dtto in the mmonmmth ott this
article, it must not t very
often it is the paper 'hmmn fault, uthar
than the gum. In Austria, for instance,
some of the stamps of 1890-91 are on very
thick and hard transparent paper, having a
strong tendengy to curl up, so tbult wWas
vary difficult to get them to stick. The
thiuk-rlpor stamps of 1850, on the contrary,

wem u.irly t.rwhblo. hut it was o different
pnméan um was abundant.
ifn olass of gum wero
amp]oy (twa coats being given), and the
lhmpl m ted on- y thin
d hear no more oomphiutl
d Idh-inu-.

.BOABD oFr TRADE OFF.I’GIAL
v STAMP, %

'I'n out.rapnnnu agtamp that has been in

ur posseasion pome nine lynrl, and we
ﬂlmtnto it in the hape o itnt.ing somo
information from It is
the ourrent porfmbd with a large
crown aond B. .,andnonnnoﬂlcullemr
to HB.M. in Berlin, Wg
the | have rocoqud fin Bnghnd) one or two

letbn from the Bdard of Trade, but so far
as we remember ths;
presume that the official

maybe thus named) are only

aqrmpondenea ?q snynnp seeR

forlethrlfmthlBonrdoandqto

‘British Conmh abroad.

T

-‘aa"r‘.‘.‘&&.mu.% owed Monace m".,m

some mﬁva 4

l urr nil- an
eiters huve

e e
. dats-stamp of

22ud Jan,, or We havo

nol come lcrolr tu,r of thgt mm{{elu as {l‘: kalud.ll'
rend 18t wo

uur arrw o happeus pe-u-l R &

examiuation, we
muuu details lu o fulure Bopplemsut.

y bore no ltunpo, 80 We-
(it Lhoy .
mdfoﬂorusn

STAMPFS. '

'I‘nl Sum Collectora' Fortni publishes
n decree ﬁl the Washin t.olfall‘% De ll'tp
ment goncerning the sale of the -

stamps £o collectors. Wa menhonad,
former Supplement, the fact that
shmpswmtobolold. and this .decree
names the co &c., the labels being

complete sets have bean made up.thi
uluu beingol ‘2, 5, 10, 25, 50 oents,
and 100 dollars.
firat-class postmaste
Lhn Thlrd ‘Assistant P-M ‘af th
price of 5 dollars per set. ('u]l
nllbu-old.lnd if more thmom |e

is migned by' I A
Merritt, the Thnﬂ Asgistant Poltm.m'-
General. :

Bince: the above was written, we have
received the March number of the Philatelic
Monthly of New York, which states that
thunmsgmtruhlorthmhhhh:
New York and other

balf. - And now comes a very
m of news, ons the umalttt:tho tqfﬂne
aLe, some
balues were rsp‘r%:m :&? ghe said jpurnal
has found, in. the-sets sold, reprlntld the ;
5, 10, 20, 50, and 100 aonm.so “with
nduinthO! AIIMWE‘ § dollare. -
gtothi-, would spem to be
of the 5 dollars in these sets,
u'l'inqllolthuulm‘ﬂlhm
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SI'DLEN 81‘4&!’?&
Frox the yery commencement of my hnnbln
offorts o the expert line, I have been.
aecustomed to receive from. youthful gol

’.\,.

Jectors lnthn of enquiry conderning various®
written* and oted w on 'the’
shmpq our Amt:o colonjes ; lnd the:

ron below, from the Delthi M
I hava jost read in the Bt-np
Fortnightly, has & to me

thstlml 'rlhlbulmu or the benefit -
‘of the' youthful collectors. The colopies
in which tbe surcharging is commonest
'are Indis, Ceylon, and on Kong. and tlsa

surcharges usually foun (1) The®
written . word % lhmpod ”, (2) ertt.an
initials ; (3) Name of & firm, hnnd-ntlmped

lnullml.ha o;ont is the same, i.c

the prevention of theft, just =a i
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:"The Bazaar Philatelists’ Supplements,” Nos. 1, 2, and 3, the first three numbeu published, 1894-95. poat fm 1.. ed.
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EWalter Morley,
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: Gold Medal, Parls 1894, ;
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