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and so on . M I". Beswick's m ach in e is no t for office usc on ly . He p ro­
po ses t o a ttach o ne to eve ry lette r -pillar where there is lik ely to be
any bu sin ess. Then letters ca n be stam ped a t the pillar a t a ny ho ur of
the day o r night.

Mr. Beswick has been in co m m unicatio n with the Postmast er-General
( Mr. Mauger), and ha s induced him to favourably conside r th e p ro ­
posal. Mr. Ma uger has ag reed to pay Mr. Beswick £10 for in sta lling
o ne machine 0 11 a posta l-pi lla r 10 be se lec ted. Thi s is hy wa y o f tria l.
If the t rial is su ccessful, th e depa rt ment wi ll pu rchase 100 machine s,
whic h Mr. Be swi ck will supply at a bout 12/ h or l S/ eac h. uud will rc ­
fund t he £10 paid by the depa rtmen t for t he tria l mach in e. If t he tria l
do cs not sa tisfy Mr. Mauger a nd hi s officers, Mr. Be swick will r etain
th e £ 10, an d no mo re ma chin es wi ll be purchased . T hose wh o have.'
exami ned th e new machine spea k hig hl y of it ; and th e po sted offici a ls
a re : lookin g fo rward with inter est to th e pract ica l test which is to be
made.- " Argus ."

Australian Punctured Officials.-From iuvesrigatio ns ...-e ha ve m ade
.we hav e a scertained th at a ll th e 0 .5. stam ps required for use in Vi c­
toria. T asmania, and West Au s tral ia a re punc tured b efo re they leave
the Melbourne Gove rn men t Printing O ffice ( where the stamps for t hese
three Stat es a re printed ) . The s ize o f t he letters a -e in eve ry case
id entica l, an d, so far as we hav e di sco vered up to the present, on ly o n e
typ e h as b een used from th e beg inn ing.

BREVITIES.

Stamp M achin e a Succ ess.-According to newspa per rep o rt, P ostmaster
Mo rgan, o f Ne w Yo rk , is repo ning favourably on th e stam p vending
m achines wh ich hav e been placed o n tri al ill the post office here. The
machin es sell I, 2, a nd 5 ce nt' sta m ps, and , with the exc ep tion o f th e
firs t few days, whe n t he m echa ni sm was somewhat di sordered by trans ­
portat ion , th ei r opera t io n has been sa tis fa cto ry, It is be lieved tha t the
m achines wilt eventua lly be pla ced qui te genera lly in drug stores. post
office sub-sta t io ns, and othe r places convenient t o the public , This is
the type o f machine that uses the o rdina ry perfo ra ted st am ps.- " Scott
Stam p Circular': ' U.S .A, •

\\'e re gret to learn front ., Gib bons' Stamp \ Veekl y" that ~Ir. Frank
A llen , a we ll-kno wn collector o f " ' ellingl on. Xe w Zea land. lost his valu ­
able collect io n of sta m ps in .1 li re o n board o ne o f th e \ Vhite Star
stea mers wh ite o n a voyage to Engla nd. :\Ir. All en was espe cially
strong in Austra lasians, more pa rt icula r ly New South w ates, New Zea­
land , and Queensland. Fo r tu nn t cly he has 11 co m ple te list o f the stumps,
f rom which "Ir. C. j . Phillips. o f Messr -s . S tanley Gibbons, Ltd., has been
able to mak e a va lua tion , and it is to he hoped :\,fr . Al len' s financia l lo ss
will no t he great . Every col lec to r sho uld se c to it t hat his co llect ion
is ins u re d- if possible. We know there a rc di fficult ies in the way, as
m an y ins urance offices fig h t sh y o f coverinz a cl ass o f pro per ty regard ­
ing wh ich it mi ght be it difficult ma tter a t ti mes to assess th e lo ss. T here
a re, ho wever, so me offices more liberally di sposed than othe rs.


