
PUNOrlED C0NTrlOL l~iARKINGS ON 8CHEI1iw1ACK TYPE III COIL STAIV.LP8.

In 1906 the gove rnme nt began issuing imperforate ata.mps in
sheets of 400 to meet the demand of the manurac tur ez-a of ~ ndlng and
affixing maohines. It 1s with the latter group that our attention
18 focused.

These comparu e a punched ~nd cut the imperforate sheets into
colla so that they might be used in the machines which they manufactured.

The Scherrnack. company, wh~Gh later b ecame , first, the Mail-om­
eter company, and, later the Ma11-Q-Metp.r compunj, was onp. such
company. Mr. J. J. Behar-mack 1n\·"ented, devp,loped a.nd produced an
electrically opera.ted stamp affixt ng and. envelope sealing na crn ne , and
'by 1909 was perfoJ'at1ng c011s wi th two slots (or- rectangular pe r r or-­
ations) and supplying them in rolls of 3,000 at 50 cents over face
va'l.ue to ',wners of thp.) r af'fixtng macm ne a, Howe";Ter, the Schermack
company sold 1 ts interest in the bus r ne ss and the new company change d
the rsune , The np,w company after e xperd merrt i ng wi th some lar;se round
holes :i.n an attp.mpt to get thA gove r-nment to produce a special coil
for t~em dropped the 1dea when the Bureau declinAd to produce the
spAcln.l coj.l et ampa, Meanwhile the company continued to use the
two slot p~rforet1on and oont1nued to do so for SOffiP, 20 years. The
standard stamp cataloguers labelled this t:Vl)A of perforation
Schermack type III although after July 1909 th~ Ma11-0-Meter company
did thA perforating.

What interests us as Perfin colleotors 1s thA fact that these
co11 stamps were also found with additional holes punched thrpugh the
stamp itself. These additional perforations, wh11p. not arrang~~ as
1n1t1aJs, numerals, or designs, as we use the terms. in the PArfin
Clllb cA.talog.ue of perforated stamps, or the rdcp.ntly ce mpt Ls d illustr­
a'ted work, A.hE perfine in a ae nse and oo nse que ntf.y have a place 1n
perfin collections.

The 11 g8.get tl whi en made thp,sp. pArforatlons or control marks
on the coil stamps was an extra pl Ac A of equipmAnt add8d to thA
affixing machine. When thp. 0011 stam?8 warp. lnsert~d into the affix-
ing dRvice there were no control markings on thAm. WhAn thA knlf~

bla·dA SAvered the stamps bAing affixed to the cover, the same operat­
ion punched the control ho'l.e s on the adjacpnt stamp.

Since the s ta~1ips were lockAd 1nto the affi:xi ng mach1 np. and
rAgi s ter-s ccunte d every a t arup app11Ad, there actuallY was no ne e d
for the control marking as a. prAca.ution aga.inst pilfering. But
perforatAd identificat10ns wer~ VAry p~pu1ar at that t1mp., so the
manufac turAr met the dema nd,

The patent applioation for th1s pp.rforatlng gagpt was fil~d

October 9, 1909, by M.r. Bennett D. Stral ght and was gr8.nt~d under­
#1127543 on February 9,1915 Ivir. Strajght as sa gne d the papent to
th~ ~~11-0-MetAr company.

ThA IvIa11-0-MetAr company expe r 1mpnt Ad wi th at If: ast ~o types
of oontrol markings, and then dAcldAd on a third typA consisting .f
thrAA hcr1zontal lines of thrAA holes ~ach, thp. basic patt~rn bo i ng
a nina hole solid square. By p.11m1na tlng one or mor-e hoLe s from the
bas1c design a larf;e number- of pattArns could bp uaed,
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One of the exper11Iental types was an upr1~ht d.1a.l1ond. A stamp
with this perforation is hard to come by.

The second experimental type was a t1Velve hole open square
having four holes on each side.

(See illustrat~ons, not to scale, below.).
The l1ail-O-lvfeter company sold their affixing mechines and

the c01l stamps to co nce r-na who had a 18,rge subscr:tptlon or advertis­
ing volume of maf L,

So far as known only one and two cent stamps were used.
Scotts types A-l·'38, A-139 and A-140 were thp. only imperforates used.

The number- as sagne d to e ach control design is dAtBrm1ned by
the position of the eliminated hole or holes • .A. pattern wtth a.ll nine
or twelve hoLe a present 1s I1stAd as :# nOu. All de te rmf.na td ons to be
m-ide with the stamp fa.ce up and he ad up, since thiS. was t he way the
stal~'ps were fed into the affixing machine bAfore the perforating ta.kes
place.

Read #48 #159
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On thA accomPanying list pf p..,ttArns am ldentlflc~t1ons,

the fo llowi ng symbols are us ed:
** F'ollowir:g pat te r-n number, 1nd.loates item NOT oonflrl'.lled in

this survey and was tak~n from a former listing.
** Before identifioation: same.

*** ListAd from old notes, orig1n of whiCh are unknown.
1~y or may not exist.

UnmarkAd 1tems are supported b~ stamps or covers.

I f anyone can confirm any of thA symbol1 zed 1 tAms 1 or has
other unl1stp,d information, please contact th4=3 cataloguA chairman.



Schermack #;r,

Pattern
None

1

3

4

5

7

9

13

14

17

19

25

28

36

**

**

**
**
**

Used by
(No name ) "B.ll DtreAt, Np,w York, NY.

Bpencf'r Trask &: 00., New Yo-rk j Nii\

ami th Gray a Co., New York & Br,oklyn NY.

Fidel! ty-Phoenix Lna, Co., Chlca.s;o, Ill.

Cosmopoll t an Ma.gaz1 ne, NAW York, NY.
Motor Magazi ne New York, Ni.

Suocess ~~gaz1ne, New York, NY.

David Williams Publishing Co.,NAwYork,NY.

Taxpayers Proteotive League, Detroit, Mich.

O. A. 8trellngft~ Co., D~trolt, Mich.

37 Babson Brothers, Chioago, Ill.

39 .**
_~5

46

47

48

49

......

**

HBJIlID.B.oher Schlemmer Co. J New York, NY•

Ohio Eleot.rio Co., Chioago, III

Kabo Corset Co., Chicago, Ill.

56

57

58

68

69

79

** **

**

ChalmArs MOtor Co., Detroit, Mioh.

E. F. Houghton & Co., Np'~York, NY.

National Fire Ins e 00., Chicago, III
Colonia.l FirPo Underwriters, Chicago, Ill.

Third National Bank, StLouis, Mo.



** Meyer Roth & Co., Chicago, Ill.

** Success MagaZine, New York NY.

Schermack #4

124

127

134

136

137

1:'39

149

179

236

237

246

258

349

367

378

3'?9

468

478

579

678 **
689

**

**

A. Saks, New York, NY.

Smith & Gray, NewYork, NY.

Cosmopolitan Magazine, NAwYork, NY.

DAtro1t & Cleveland Navigation Co.,Detro1t.

(No name) Station E, Ne~York,NY.

QuakAr Oats Co., Chicago, Ill.

Babson Brothers, Chi cago , Ill.

H111 Publish! n~ Co., N~wYork,~Ty.

Ei ngl neer1 ng & !vii ni ng Journal, NewYork NY
American M~ch1ne-Pcwez Co., NewYork, NY.

1239

1245

1249

1279

1289

**
Renew of Reviews, NewYork, NY
GoOd Humor-Good Heal th, Newiork, NY.
Box 4:'3, Station D, NewYork, NY
MoC1ures lJIagazlne, Npw YorJ<, NY.



Schermack #5

1367 ***
1378

1379

1469

1679

2356

2458 *it

2468

3467

4578

4589 **

4678

4679

5679 **
5689

12:)58 ***
12456

12469 **
12589

13467

1.3579

14678 **
14689

14789

20456

23579

24568

24678 **
24679

**

**

Osborne Co., Np-wYork, NY.

DeLaval Separator Co.,

DeLaval Separator Co., New York, NY.

John Wanamaker, NAW York, NY.

Jul1an Hawthorne Co., Nfmr York NY

Austin Niohols Co., NewYork NY



Edison Phonograph Distributors,
F. K. Babson, Vice Prp.s1d~nt, Chicago, III

Schermack #6

25789

34678

David Williams 1o., New York NY.

45679

45689

245679

3456789

23456789

U. T. Hungerford Brass & Copper Ce., NYC.

TWELVE HOLE OPEN S~UARE.

(No identifications reported.)

NONE

ADIL

AF

AFK

AGHL

BCEFGH

BEFJ

CFGHJ

CFGJ

CFK **

EXPERIi~~NTAL DIAi~iO ND
(No identification reported).

NONE

_~vTay 31 1968
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LIST O~' BCHEhLv~OK TYEE III CClLS PE;rli~Ohl~TE;D ..\S INDIOATED,

If you ha ve a stamp pl~A.se o1rclp. the number.
If you have a cover please write in the identifioation and

date used if rAadable.

MISSING holes ar-e the ones listed.

NINE HOLE SOLID SQLTAL1E,
12300
4 5 6 0 0 This 1s 2 4 9
? 8 9 0 0
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TWELVE HOLE OPEN SQ,UARE.

Bche rraacl; ft2

478

57D

678

689

1239

1245

J.249

1279

J..289

1367

13?3

1379

14139

1679

2356

2458

2468

34'37

4578

4589

4678

4679

5679

5689

12358

12456

12469

12589

1346'7

13579

14678

14689

14789

23456

23579

24568

24678

24679

24!Z89

25789

34678

45679

45689

245679

?9~56789

0 0 0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0 0 0

NONE

AlJIl,

AF

AFK

AGHL

BCEFGH

ABO D

E F

G H

I J K L

BEFJ

C~1GHJ

CFK



SC!1E~OJ.{ OON~~L PEh!'\):nAT10N PATT1hNS.
Net to Bcale.
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