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PUNGHED CONTHOL wARKINGS ON SCHERWMACK TYPE IIfI COIL STALDS,

In 1906 the government began lssuing imperforate stamps in
sheets of 400 to meet the demand of the manufactrers of wnding and
affixing machines, It 1s with the latter group that our attention
is focused, ‘

These companles punched ,nd cut the imperforate sheets into
colls so that they might be used in the machines which they manufactured.

The Schermack cempany, which later beceme, first, th: Maile-om=
eter company, and, later the ligll~O-Ueter compcng, was one such
company, Mr, J. J. Schermack invented, developed and produced an
electrically operated staump affixing and envelope sealing machine, and
by 1909 was perforsting coils with twe slots (or rectangular perfor-
ations) and supplylng them in rolls of 3,000 at 50 cents over face
value to nwners of their affixing machines. Howewer, the Bchermack
company snld 1t%s interest in the business and the new company changzed
the nene, The new company after experimenting with some larze round
holes in an attempt to zet the government 4o produce a special coil
for them dropped the i1dea when the Bureau déclined to produce the
gpecial coll stemps, Meanwhile the comnany continued to use the
two eglot perforetion and oo ntinued to d so for some 20 years, The
standard stamp cateloguers labelled this type of perforation
Schermack type III although after July 1909 the Mall-O=ileter company
did the perforating.

What interests us as Perfin collectors 1s the fact that these
coll stamps were also found with additional holes punched thrpugh the
stamp ltself, These additional perforations, while not arranged as
initlals, numerals, or designs, as we use the terms, in the Perfin
Club catalogue of perforated stamps, er the recently cemplled 1ilustr-
a%ed work, Ank perfins in a sense and consequently have a place 1in
perfin collections,

The Y“"gaget" which mads these perforationg or control marks
on the coll stamps was an extra pierce of squipment added to the
afflxi ng machine, When the coll stamps were ingerted into the affix-
ing device thers were no control markings on them, ¥hen the knife
blade severed the stamps being affixed to the cover, the same operat-
lon punch=2d the control holes on the adjacent staiip,

Since the staups were locked into the affixinz machine and
registers counted every staup applied, there actually was no need
for the control marking as a precaution against pilfering, But
perforated identlfications were very pepular at that time, so the
manufac turer met the demand,

The patent application for this perforating gaget was filed
October 9, 1909, by kr, Bennett D, Straight and was granted under
#1127543 on February 9,1915 nir, Straight assigned the papent to
th- iail-O-Meter company.

The Msil=O=kieter company experimented with at least two types
of control markings, and then decidad on a third type conslsting ef
three herlzontal lines of three holes each, the basic pattern being
a nine hole solld square, By ellmlnating one or more holes from tre
basic design a larie number of patterns could be used,




Scherascic 7%

One of the experimental types was an uprigzrit dlasond., A stamp
with this perforation is hard to come by,

The second experimental type was a twelve hole open square
havingz four holes on each side.

(See illustratlons, not to scale, below,)

The ligll=O=iieter comdany sold thelr affixing mechines and
the coll stamps to comcerns who had g lerge subscription or advertis-
ing volume of mail,

S0 far as known only one and two cent stamps were used.,
Scotts types A-138, A=139 and A=140 were the only imperforates used.

The number assigned to each control desizn 1s determined by
the position of the elimingted hole or holes, A pattern with all nine
or twelve holec present is listed as # "0, All determinations to be
rade with the stauap face up and head up, since thid was the way the
gsairps were fed into the affixing machline before the perforgting takes

placs,
EXAMPLE 8
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On the accompgnylng list pf p-tterns and identific,tions,
the following symbols are uwsed:
*% Followiny pattern number, ingicates item NOT confirmed in
this survey and was taken from g former listing,
¥* Before ldentificstlion! same,

##% Tisted from old notes, origin of which are unknown,
Mgy or may not exlst,
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Unmarked 1tems are supported bl stamps or covers,

If anyone can confirm any of the gymbolized 1tems, or has
other unlisted information, please contact the catalogue chalrman,




Schermack #3

Pattern
None

1
3
4
5
]
9

13

14
17
19
25
28
36
37
39
-5
46
47
48
49
56
57
68
68
69

79

LA

*N

L 17

*¥%

"

*¥

L2

* %

%%

W

* %

Used by
(No name) Wgll Htreet, New fork, NY,

Spencer Trask & Co,, New York,NY,

Smith Gray « Co,, New York & Brsoklyn NY,

Fidelity-Phoenix Ins, Co,, Chica~o, Ill.

Cosmopolitan lagazine, New York, NY,
Motor Magazine, New Ypork, NY,

BSuccess ltagazine, New York, NY,

David Willlams Publishing Co.,Naw¥,rk, NY,
Taxpayers Protective League, Detroit, Mich,
C., A. Strelingsr Co., Detroit, Mjich,

Bagbson Brothers, Chicago, Ill.

Hammacher Schlemmer Co,, New York, NY.

Ohio Electric Co., Chicazo, Ill
Kgbo Corset Co,, Chicago, Ill.

Chelmers lotor Co., Detroit, lich,
E., F. Houghton &« Co,, NewY,rk, NY.

National Flre Ins. Co., Chicagzo, Ill
Colonigl Fire Underwrilters, Chicazo, I1ll.

Third National Bank, 8StLouls, MNo,




Schermack #4

124
127
134
136
137
139
149
179
236
237
246
259
349
367
378
379
468
478
579
678
689

1239
1245

1249
1279
1289

et

%%

*¥

L

Wit

A. Bsks, New York, NXY,
Smilth & Gray, NewYork, NY.
Cosmopolltan Mazazine, NewYork, NY,

Detrolt & Cleveland Navigation Co.,Detroit,
(No name) Station E, NewyYerk,NY,
Quaker Oats Co.,, Chicago, I1l.

Babson Brothers, Chicago, Ill.

Mayer Roth & Co,, Chicago, Ill.

Buccess Mazazine, New York NY,

Hill Publishing Co., New¥ork,NY,
Eingineerinz & lilning Journal, NewYork NY
American ligchine-Power Co,, NewYprk,NY,

Hewlew of Reviews, NewYork,NY

Good Humor-Good Health, NewYork,NY,
Box 43, Station D, NewYork,iNY
lieClures ilagazine, Naw York, NY,




Schermack #5

1367
1378
1379
1469
1679
2356
2458
2468
3467
4578
4589
4676
4679
5679
5689
12358
12456
12469
12589
13467
13579
14678
14689
14789
23456
23579
24568
24678
24679

e
Osborne Co,, NewYork,NY,
Wit
bl Delaval Separator Co., ?2 %
"
DeLaval Separator Co., New York, NY,
W%
John Wanameker, New York, NY,
L 2L
e W. M., Crgne Co.,, New York, NY
L 2]
Julian Hawthorne Co., New Y,rk NY
*er
bkl Austin Nichols Co., NewYork NY
L2



Schermack #86
25789 David Williams 6o., New York NY,.

34678 Edison Phonograph Distributors,
F. XK. Babson, Vice President, Chicago, I1l

45679
45689 U. T. Hungerford Brasg & Copper Co,, NYC.
245679
3456789
23456789

- XS T GE O SR T G SRR O G OIS € 6T e Wx O e TS S ST X M AN G SUE G I X GmS I T % WX R eaf S8 o

TWELVE HOLE OPEN SQUAKE,
(No identifications reported, )

NONE
ADIL
AF
. AFK
AGHL
BCEFGH
BEFJ
CFGHJ
CFGJ
CFK *

EXPERINMENTAL DIALIOND
(No identification reported),

NONE

—«lay 31 1968



None

© 1 9 P W H

13
14
17
19
25
28
36
37
39
45
46

&

LIST Of SCHELwACK TYPE IFI CCILS PER#OHATED AS INDICATED,

Jf you have e stamp plegse clrcle the number,
If you have a cover please wrlite in the identification and
date used if readable,

MISSING holes are the ones listed,

NINE HOLE SOLID SQUAKE,
: 0 0

0O 0 This 1s 2 4 9
00
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foXeXe!
ooo
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124
127
134
136
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139
149
179
236
237
246
349
387
379
468




Behermad: ¢
473

13467
13572
14678
14689
14789
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23579
24568
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24679
24789
25789
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45679
45689
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£3456789
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SCHErwnCK CONTHOL PERFUOMATLON PATTIANS,
Net to scale,
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Schermeck diagrams #2
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