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WHAT PRICE " PERFINS?"¢
oy
Victor J. Van Lint.

Many yeare ago, pre-canceled stampe were looked upon bY
stampcollectore with the same dieidaln with whioch they regard damaged
and torn stampe today.If I remember wxmiX correctly, 1t was the late
Stephen Rich who first eensed the poeeibllitiee of these epecialties
and xkm began putting thxmxuxiduxfex theee outwaste aeside for future
ueage at a time when every other collector wae giving them away or throwing
them in the wastepaperp basket.

When we now glance through the Mitchell-Hoover catalog of
U.8.Bureau pre-canceled and gee that a 1927 U.S. 14 cent ueed § whioh
‘Minkue prices at 5 c. as a pre-cancel 1s lieted for a price of § 10.--
then 1t can indeed We eald thatt pre-cancele have come a long way. ’

I am not predicting that the same will happen to perfine.But,
oddly enough, perfine today are in eomewhat of the eame poeition that
pre-cancele were many yeare ago. About 30 yeare ago very few people were
intereeted in perfine.Gradually here and there through the country
and through the world an isolated collector began putting them aside.
Theee i1eolated collectore found out about each other and in due time
& club wae formed: The Perfinclub, which now hae over 200 members ,many
in foreign countriee.Theee men are working hard at their hobby.

Information ie being exchanged.The need for a catalog was felt and
€0 they got to work with vigor on that program particularly.

Today, not only a complete catalog of U.S.perfine ie available to
the club membere but cataloge of foreign perfine ae well: Netherlande
and -Danieh perfin liete have been publiehed. An 1lluetrated catalog of
Belgian psrfine has been placedon the market.An 1lluetrated compilation
of U.S.perfins aleo ie avallable.

; All this goee to ghow that perfine today aleo have come a long
way.What the future holde we do not know.

The difference between the above mentioned perfin cataloge and
the ordinary stamp catalog eguch ae the world wide catalog of Minkus
ie -that the latter not only liete all etampe but aleo giwes information-
on their pricee.The perfin liete publiehed #&#p to now do not contain
any pricee.So we come to the topic of thie articleiwhat about pricee
of perfinetWwhy do the publiehed perfin cataloge not give aleo indication.
of their value?

Thie laet queestion 1t eagily anewered:perfin cataloge do not give
pricee becaute for a completeée price lietx for inetance on danieh perfins
&lone we would have a book comparable in eize to Minkue catalog ,volume
No.l which containe all etampe of Great pritain and ite colonieg.A

eimple calculation willl make thie olear. o

There are 750 known different perfin deeigne of Denmark.Minkus

worldwide etampcetalog liete nearly 400 different stampe of Denmark,exclueiv

of lithographic and color varletlees. '
Theoretically therefor the poeeibilitlee are that there

are 300,000 different danieh perfine.Granted that thie &s a very mfich

theoretical calculatlion,nobody will accuse ue of exaggeration when we

~ take 10% of thie theoretical total ae a good practiesfl figure.,

Now, a liet of 30,000 etampe, each individually priced 2tlll would give

ue & voluminoue book
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'And thie wbuld only mXE cover one gingle country,whereae there are 129

S

different countries in thw world that at one time or another have
ueed perfins. ’ '
For Holland the comparable figures would be approximately 6oo

. perfin typee and approximately 700 differert etampe or a theoretical total

of 420,000.And for the United States with over 4000 typee of perfine and
more than 1000 different stampe we come to the staggering figure '
of 4 million; even 10 ¥ i& £till an enormous total of 400,000.For our
country alone we would have to liet twice ae many etampe as are lieted
in all Minkue cataloge together.There obrervatione ehow clearly that

we can never expect to see a complete perfin price liet ieeuved, now

or ah any time in the future. :

get ue now return to the queetion,eoc often aeked: what are perfins
worth

Any discueeion on this gubject muet commence with the well known
fact that to an orthodox stampcollector a perfin ie a damaged stamp and
coneequently, rule I 1e: for a reguler egtamp collector a perfin 1s worthlese.

To the perfin collector the value of a perfin depende on many
thinge. One ieg the country of origin.

Generally epeaking,danitsh perfine are quite common.As etated before,
a total of about 750 typee are . known.On the other hand Brazil perfins
are relatively rare.Only 1l typee are known of which 3 have never been
actually eeen and of which of someé only ONE known copy exieste.
So we can agaln generally epeaking,eay: danich perfine are cheap
and Brazilian perfines are expeneive.

Another matter influencing the amount a perfin collector can pay

- for material useful to hies collecting activitiee 1le¢ the manner in which

it 4iec offered to him, that 1g bulk mixturee of unknown and &ften doubtfull
contente or eingle,readlly identlfiabhle iteme of which he knows immediately
that they can be fi tted 1into .-hie collecction.

When = regular etampedllectoreg and dealers in their eearch
for material scout through large quantitiee of etampe and put the
perfine they encounter aeide;thie takees very little effort and time on
theilr part.The reeulting perfin mixturee at present are evaluated at
abouy 0.75 per 1000 postpaid.Probably a 1little more for mixtures
having mostly etampe from the period before 1930 and eomewhat lees
for such mixturee having predominently etampe from the period after 1930.

I am epeaking now of U.S.,etampe. Mixturee of thie nature of forelgn
stampe will rate § 1.25 to 1.50 p' er thousand.

: #hen coneidering the falrneee of thle prlce, one muet realize
that quite often when pnrchasing theee mixturee the perfin ocollector
acquiree 98% ucelees material 1in multiple duplication of a few types
and iecuee.It takee thou:ande and thoueande of perfine before one finde
a real good one,

But if someone hae a petherlande etamp, Minkue No.105,the 2§ guilder
which cataloge ,uted at § 0.50 to § 1.00,and thie etamp hae the perfin
V.D.B. on 1t, I venture to eay it ie worth at leaet § 1.50 or eeveral
times catalog value.Thie etamp wae firet lessued in 1899 and waeg demonitized
in 1935.The total quantity lesued 1s not known,but eshould be coneldorablg/
to judge by precent day pricee.A falr gusee would be around 250,000
However, the owner of perfin V.D.8.,, the firm of J.B.van der Schoot in
Hilligom,Holland, famoue Dutch tulip bulb raiesers probably very seldom
ueed euch a high value etamp for thelr ehipmentgs.Coneequently, thie
etamp with their perfin on it- inocidently,the only known 2% guilder perfin

~of Holland - ie well worth a premium over ordinary catalog value,
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Finland ie another example of relatively high priced perfinc.

There are only known 10 different perfin typee of thle country and eome
of theee are really rare and very hard to get by.Consequently,altho the
proto-type eay of Minkue, Finland No.79 1# catalogued at only 2 to 3 ote.
ae a perfin with the type F & Co, &r JGW on it,the etampe would be worth
'no doubt many timee their ordinary catalog value,

I venture to say that a Brazillan etamp with the perforation D & C on
1t would be worth several dollare,whereae it may ‘catalog only 3 cte.

The relative rarity of perfine can beet be established by keeping
track statiestically of the exact number of each one,cxontained in
a large mixture,cay of 100,000.For “enmark and Holland thie has been
-done ané it can be stated thet in general any perfin of Denmark
Minkue No.457, and 470 are rare and worth eeveral timee their catalog
value.On the other hand, Denmark Minkue no.462 ie very common.
Moet eemi-poetale with perfine of denmark on them are rare and ghould t
trade at or above their catalog value.The game goee for Holland eemé-
poetale. .

Although the normal ieseguee with the facee of King Christlan X or

King Frederick IX of denmark are plentiful, esome iesues are rare aes perfins
such aes the 1912 poetoffioce ireue, Minkue No.lll and the 1924 poetal service
commemorative iessue Minkues No.250 et al.

*  More apeciflcally, certaln perfin typee are rare in whatever iecue
they do &xiet.Examplees of thie for Denmark include: '

AG, 9 A/e D 4% B.P 7 )
AGATE AU 11 BTT *
A N CO 6% B 19 | F D T |
AP/CF ,2 H5 BogD 7 | |

~and many othere.

, Quite often these exiete on only one type of etamp.The explanation
for thie probably ie that the particular company bought a perforating
pachine and inetead of eseeing to it that eome one was properly inetructed
in the operation of thies machine,the gadget was turned over to some offhose
boy who forthwith proceeded to experiment én cardboard with 1t or maybe
put too 'many esheete of stamre in it at one time with the result that
geveral pine broke off and the whole idea of perforating etamps
wag given up. '

‘Often aleo a perfin collector will find a perfin on a very early
leeve,maybe of 19CC to 1905 and then a large gap exiets until at once
it appe are again,fay on a late 1947 or 1948 1ssue Here we obviouely
have a case of neglect by the management to enforce the rule that stamps
ehall be immedlately perforated upon arrival in the office, with the
recsult that gradually the machine /drifte into disuee.Then a sudden
change to more punctual mansgement pute the machine back into operation
and changes in the philatelic world what wae a rare perfin intoc a common
one again.

In between bulk purchaees of large mixturee and asquiesition
of eingle epecific perfine ie the markey for selected mixtures of all
different perfine,whether they be types-or leeues,

" Ae there 1e. a conegdgrable amount of work connected with the
pbeparation of such mixturee an approximate price of 4 ot per etamp
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contained in such mixtbusesie not out of
reaton. The aameé rule applies here which governs such mixtures of ordinary
stampe2 and that ies that the latger the mixtures, the higher the
avergge price perxx stamp.
Thue a mimture of 400 different perfine may be priced at § 1.50
ghereae 1200 different onee of the eame country probably ehould dbring
10.00

For dutch perfine,another part of the international perfin
f161d which hae been subjjected to closer etudy than moet others it ocan
be e#aid that in general any type of perfin on Minkue Noe 233,234,235,203,
204,205,206,278,575,590,637 and 573 all are relatively rare and worth at
leaat 50% of catalog value,in most casee more.At leaet a dozen epecific
tyves of perfine are known on only one type of stamp and thue theee are
in demand at a premium over catalog value,

Summarizing what hae been dicscuseed above; it can be etated,that?

1- bulk perfin etampe are worth very little,mhmmk due
to the uncertainty of the contente of the mixture.
For U.S8. prior to 1930 a price of § 1.00 per thoueand
oet 1930 about 0.50 per thoueand and for forelign about
1.50 per thouesand.

2- ordinary perfine are worth 20 tO 254 of catalog value.

3- epecific perfine are worth eseveral timee up to many
timees their stated catalog value,

4~ prepared mixtures of all different perfins at a
price of from % to 1 c¢t per perfin are coneidered moderata.



