
How Perfins Are Cataloged
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Although the cataloging plan now i n use bv t he Perfins Club is
not ideal a s i t f ails to clearl y describe some ~% of the cases, it is
the r -esu Lt; of con siderable exper i ment, and i t bel i eve to be t he best
poasi c'Le shor t of much compl exi ty or complete illustration.

~~e complete li sting incDldes:
a c th8 letters of the design , arranged in specified order
~, a code symbol, showing t he t ype of design
c . thu he ight of t he letters in t he same order sho~n in (a), in mm.
n.eusured from center- to-center of the outermost hol es
d . the name of t he perfin owner-
e , U18 main off i ce of the owner unle s s this per fi n is limited to a
br-anch off1ce, i r. whi ch case the branch is given.

I n listing the letters, the symbol -&- is placed at
the alphabe t as if it wer e the 27th letter and t he numerals
t h81r order , but 1 and zero must be clearly i dentifi able as
Lhev wlLi, be listed as I and o.

The di agonal bar -1- is used to sho w t he break between t wo lines
The unn8r lir.e sho ws that the letter has a serif; when a letter appears
:l.n par"mti::~ses , it is enclosed in the previous letter. Ext ra holes out­
s j,d c~ the l etter will be shown in their proper place wi th respect to the
l ett er , i f possible, otherwise described. Spacing and number of holes
i n t he let t er s are g1ven when needed for clari ty. . .,

The following ar e the principal code symbols: ::: ~:..:
one horizontal line of letters or a single letter
t wo such lines
t hree such l ett.ers ;';. ... ;":
le i;t ers diagonally, left to right : '::'.; .'.
same r unning upwards ... '.'
l ett ers arranged in t he arc of a circle
Exogram- one letter is larger and encloses others >..~\:-..; "-:":;'"
rnuogr am- letters enclosed in a border such as a '', :':.,:-,.'
circle or other figure, not a letter . : .. ..
t he Le t tier-s are interwoven ':<','.

In addition
i

there ar e the follOWing auxillary symbols;
sho ws that the etters are combined .' '.. ': "
shows that one l et t er crosses another but not : ;:.. '., :....
as compl i cat ed as a monogr am : . :... ;
a l etter i s reversed ...
l et t er s ar e scri r-t or fancy

In listing t wo or more letter groupings, where the
ea~h ar e the same, H is listed first; M last, follo wing the order sho~n

in the li st of code symbols. If there ar e t wo pe r f i n s of the same let­
ters and same syobol, t he smaller is listed first.

\\here a group of letters can be read forwards and b ack wards t he
same e . g. AM or MA, it ~i ll be listed in the first possible place if
i dentification i s ucl{nown. If the identification puts it in a later
place in the catalog, there wi l l be a cros s referenc e in the first.

I n monograms, etc. the letters are listed· in t he order t hat they
can be r ead, from left to right. Tf t wo letters extend equally to the
l ef t) the one extendi ng farthest upwards is listed first.

Where all the letters in a line are of ellual height, the he ight
is given only once and i f t wo lines ar e of the same height, the same.

The f0r~goin6 rep~esent ~ current pr a ct i ce ; for~erly a few add­
1 t i ona1 5)'01:>.:-1 :-i were used as Hy and J.; these are nov; treated as H. A
fe w vcr-t.tcat ,lesie:ns , " s.r e now ~I and 3H.

1;1 genCl'i",J. , t he principl e fQ:U owed is to 11 st the simplest item








