Al DS TO | DENTI FI CATI ONBy: M. J. Nel son

The article by M. Rucklidge in the June Newsletter touches on what is probably
the nost fascinating aspect of Perfin collecting. There can be little nerit in

a collection of unidentified perfins and nost collectors nust, |ike nyself,
have spent many enjoyabl e hours searching out fromlittle scraps of available
information the identities of perfin users. An article illustrating somne

successes in this field by M. Mggl eton and nysel f appeared in STAW
COLLECTING in March, 1959 -

Perfins often turn up on snall pieces of card or envel ope which bear perhaps
only a small part of the nane, address, tel ephone nunber, telegraphic address,
trade or business, etc., of the user, and it can be very irritating to be
unabl e to conplete the identity.

Research in some formor another is clearly indicated and in this nothing can
be nore invaluable than a few of the right reference books which in many cases,
can provide the direct answer to the clues avail abl e.

After spending nmany cold hours in cheerless |library reference roons, | decided
that | would enjoy doing ny research much nore at hone if only | could get
together a few reference books of ny own. A though one or two of the books
wanted, if purchased new, woul d have cost nuch nore than | could afford,

found that | was able to get ol der copies quite cheaply from secondhand
bookshops and fromfriends working in offices. The follow ng details of ny
"library’ may be of interest to other menbers:

1 GENERAL
(i) STOCK EXCHANGE OFFI G AL YEAR BOXX (1949 and 1959)

This, in ny opinion, is the nost useful of all reference books. It is

is published annually in two volunes by authority of the Stock Exchange by
Messrs. THOVAS SKINNER & CO (a subsidiary of KELLY' S DI RECTORIES). The nunber
printed is limted to that previously ordered - this nostly by Stockbrokers,
Bankers, Lawyers, Investnment Advisers and a few others.

The two vol unmes, which together weigh about 10 I bs, contain particul ars of

over 8,000 conpani es whose securities are quoted on Stock Exchanges in G eat
Britain. This nunber may not seemlarge, but the "potted history" given in
respect of each conpany lists all subsidiaries, anmal gamations, etc. UN LEVER
for instance, is stated to control about 43 smaller conpanies, all of which are
listed, including such perfin users as DD & W G@BBS LTD., LEVER BROTHERS

PCRT SUNLIGHT LIMTED, A. & F. PEARS LTD., VAN DEN BERGHS & JURCGENS LTD. and
BRITISHOL & CAKE MLLS LTD. Al conpanies are listed in the index which
contains, at a rough estimate, about 25,000 references.

Particul ars of conpani es supplied include the addresses of the registered
offices with tel ephone nunbers and tel egraphi ¢ addresses, nanes of directors,
date the conpany was forned, details of any changes of nane, nature of

busi ness and situation of factories, and so on. There is also a very useful
classified index in which conpanies operating simlar types uf business are
grouped toget her.
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(ii) KELLY S DI RECTCR ES

Kelly's Directories Ltd., of 186 Strand, London, WC. 2, produce not only the
Post Office London Directory, but also British Town Directories which include

Bi rm ngham WManchester, Liverpool, etc., and Local Directories, including
smal | er provincial towns such as Bath, Reading, Southanpton, Norw ch, etc.

The layout of all the directories is basically the sanme as the London Directory,
of which | have three copies (1933, 1948 and 1959), the nmain features, fromny
poi nt of vi ew being:

(a) List of streets in al phabetical order with nost street nunbers and
nanmes of occupiers of all but sone residential property. This is
post hel pful for conpleting portions of addresses and of tracking
down the firns whose stanps are used by "the people of next door".

(b) An al phabetical directory of comrercial and professional firns
giving the full address, tel ephone nunber and tel egraphi ¢ address,

if any. The value of this is obvious.

(c) _Aclassified list of the above comercial and professional firns
under such headi ngs as Booksel |l ers, Shipbrokers, Printers, etc.

(d) There are also separate directories dealing with | awers, bankers.
nuni ci pal , etc.

(iii) REGA STER CF DEFUNCT AND OTHER COWPAN ES

As mentioned previously, the Stock i~xchange Year hook contains details of
conpani es which are still in business including those which have anal ganat ed,
been taken over etc. Many conpani es have, however; gone into |iquidation,

been nationalised, struck off or net some simlar fate, and these are listed in
the Register of Defunct and other Conpanies. The list includes about 23, 000

whi ch have fallen by the waysi de since 1875, anong them nany forner perfin users.

(iv) SELLS D RECTORY OF REQ STERED TELEGRAPH C ADDRESSES

It is reasonable to assune that a firmthat has a perfin also has a staff to
steal its stanps. Mist firns big enough to enploy any sort of a staff also
have a tel egraphi c address.

To be conti nued
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Al DS TO | DENTI FI CATI ON ( Conti nued from Decenber)
(iv) SELLS DI RECTORY OF REQ STERED TELEGRAPHI C ADDRESSES

It is reasonable to assunme that a firmthat has a perfin also has a staff

to steal its stanps. Mdst firns big enough to enploy any sort of a staff

al so have a tel egraphi c address.

In 1885 M. Henry Sell first published a Iist of the abbreviated tel egraphic
addr esses whi ch he had been collecting fromvarious sources ever since the
system had been publicly announced by the Post Ofice. Eight years |ater,

in 1893, the Postnaster-CGeneral consented to supply M. Sell with the
Oficials Lists so that ever since 1894 Sell's Directory has been the only
aut hori sed publication listing tel egraphic addresses.

The directory, now published by Business Dictionaries Limted, is divided
into two sections, London and Country (including Ireland). Each section
contains two parts, (a) a list of all registered users of telegraphic
addresses in al phabetical order giving the nature of the business, address,
t el ephone nunber and tel egraphi c address of each, and (b) a list of the

t el egraphi c addresses al phabetically arranged with margi nal references to
part (a).

The only unsatisfactory feature about Sell's Directory, fromthe Perfin
collector's point of view, is that once a tel egraphic address is renoved
fromthe Register it is not recorded el sewhere. There is, in fact, no

Def unct Register as there is for the Stock Exchange' Oficial Year Book
although it is understandabl e that such a publication would have little or
no comerci al demand. This puts us in a position of being unable to identify
the users of earlier perfins where a tel egraphic address, no |longer in use,
is the only available clue. My edition of Sell's is for 1957, and alt hough
I have tried to obtain an earlier copy, | have been unsuccessful. Messrs.
Fayl es have advertised on ny behal f throughout the book trade w thout

obtai ning an offer of one, so that ny suggestions by other nenbers as to
how one might be obtained will be appreciated.

(v) TELEPHONE DI RECTORI ES

I have a nunber of fairly up-to-date tel ephone directories covering London
and various other areas, but these are only very occasionally useful, nost
of their information being contained in Kellys and Sell's. Ad directories

woul d, undoubtedly, be useful, i,e, those published when (in London at | east)
t he nunbers preceded the exchange, but these seemto be unobtai nabl e.
2 RAI LWAYS

BRADSHAW S RAI LWAY MANUAL, SHAREHOLDERS GUI DE AND DI RECTORY

A nunber of railway conpani es were anong the early users of perfins, but

with the grouping of 1923 into the four large groups (LM5, LNER, GAR, and SR
and subsequent nationalisation, there are only a handful or so of railway
perfins still in usee to-day. Having several stanps bearing perforations
ending in the letter 'R, which | strongly suspected to be rail ways |

wote to ' The Railway Magazine' asking if they could recommend a book which
listed all railway conpanies since the early days. In their reply they
suggested that | could do no better than 'Bradshaws' and, after several

engui ri es of booksellers, | was successfull in obtaining a copy for 1908 for
ten shillings froma specialist railway bookseller at Northwood, M ddl esex.
P.T.QO
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Bradshaws for 1908 lists about 1,300 railway companies, of which something
like 1,000 were then or at some time during the previous fifty years,
operating in the British Isles. Principal towns and districts served are in
many cases given together with dates of formation of the companies, length
of lines operated and many other details.

3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT MANUAL AND DIRECTORY
County and Local Councils must constitute the largest single class of perfin
users today, possibly this i1s because council officials appreciate that stamps
purchased from ratepayers money and distributed to miscellaneous departments
are particularly liable to find their way on to private letters.

The Manual and Directory, of which I have a copy for 1952, (there is also a
copy in the Group Library) lists all County, Borough, Urban and Rural District
Councils in alphabetical order which can be very useful for solving what is
clearly a local council perfin but where perhaps the only clue is part of a
postmark. To give just one example, | came across a modern perfin KR/DC
postmarked Helston, Cornwall, which 1 was quickly able to identify as Kerrier
R.D.C. There is actually no town of Kerrier and the same applies to Deben
R.D.C., Suffolk and Chanctonbury R.D.C., Sussex and several others.

Another useful feature is a section containing particulars of all Regional
Hospital Boards and Hospital Nianagement Committees.

4 POSTMARKS

Modern perfins seem to have an unfortunate knack of becoming divorced from
their covers and invariably being cancelled by a few wavy lines or part of a
slogan are fated tospend the rest of their lives in the un-identified section
of one®s collection.

One clear advantage the earlier perfins have over those in use today is that
they i1nvariably bear a circular or numbered cancellation which can help towards
identification, or at least to establish the place where the user was to be
found.

A very useful book to help with numbered cancellations is "British Post Office
Numbers 1844 - 1906" by G. Brumell - published by R.C. Aloock Limited of 11
Regent Street, Cheltenham. In this book are lists of Post Offices all over the
British Isles with the numbers assigned to then. These are also set out
separately in numerical order so that the place of origin of a perfin bearing
a numbered cancellation can very soon be established.

To help with modern postmarks, probably the most useful reference book can be
obtained from the local post office for a few shillings, namely "Post Offices
in the United Kingdom®. This I have found invaluable especially where a stamp
bears only the Tirst few letters of the postmark or part of the particulars of
a Branch Office.

00O

In these notes 1 have mentioned only reference books which 1 have In my own
"library". 1 would welcome details of any further books which other
collectors have found useful in establishing the identities of perfin users.
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