
The Lot of a Catalog Editor

Eugene Buckler (#2858) who is home in Canada
recovering, wrote:

C PoU IlTo1.n Printing ComPAny
Sainll..wil, MO

1have spent many hours poring over my and oth er
collections, looking for examples to dete rmine
periods of use for similar patt erns. If one pattern
is found only on the 1908 issue while the other is
found on the 1914 issue and later, for example, it is
quite probable that the latt er pattern replaced the
former. If the two appear on the same issues, it is
likely tha t they are die variations. In the abse nce of
multiples which can prove the situatio n this seem s
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One of the problems facing the Catalog Ed itor is
the tug-of-war between simplicity and accuracy.
The most frequent complaint that I have received
from collectors, and especially from beginners, is
that there are too many ' fl y-speck" patterns which
are all too difficult to determine from very similar
patterns. This is one of the most difficult tasks I set
myself on starting work on the new Catalog, to try
to eliminate as many confusing patterns as possible
without eliminating legitimate patterns. The A&C
pages have entered hundreds of new patterns into
the Catalog. Most of these are only small variations
from patt erns already in the Catalog. Some of them
are probably only die varieties (i.e., variations in
multiple dies on a machine), and these should not
be listed. Others are certain to be from different
machines, either replacing earlier machin es or for
use in different offices. How is the poor Catalog
Editor to tell?

In the second line, the first number lists the
heights of the letters, which in this case are all
6mm. The second group of numb ers, afte r the
semicolon, give the number of pins in each lette r,
not counting any punctuation. The rest of the
format should be clear.

The new Catalog will have a somewhat different
format from the 1978 Catalog edited by the
Baloughs. It is similar to that used for the
Additions and Corrections Pages (A&C) #6, in that
both the letter heights and letter pin counts will be
listed. An example of the format is given below.

Catalog of United Slates Pe1{lIU. The World
Cauuog is quite visible, as sections periodically
appear in The Pefins Bulletin. The US Catalog
project is also progressing, although you have not
seen the results. Progress seems slow at times,
although the work more than keeps your editor
busy. If I had only known before I took the job!

• •• •• •• ••••

•••• ••••• •• •• •

Sherlock Holmes' indoor
target practice was sitting in
his armchair, with his revolver,
shooting bulle ts into the
opposite wall in the shape of VR.

John Randall
As most Perfin Club members are aware, the Club

is currently undertaking two huge projects, The
World PeT{m Catalog and a new edition of The

For a copy, send Bob a SASE at PO Box 10100,
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-0100, USA.

Just in case you ever forget,
Bruce Holmes (#2584) likes
to
remind us that :

I am away from Florida and sick. I was put down
with a stroke and my wife rushed me home to
Canada. I am much better now, but I do not know
when I will be permitted 10 go to Florida . I am
removed from most of my collections of stamp
material and am bored. Now I am preparing an
exhibit of ail PSS Convention Stickers or Seals. I
do not have all of them an would appreciate help
from our members. I have the following years: "35,
'38, '40, '42 • '44, '51, '53-'.56, '58, '61-'69. I need ail
of the other issues back to number 1. Members
may write to me at 96 Fifeshire Road, Willowdale
Ontario, Suite 602, Canada M2l2X9.
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to be a reasonable solut ion. Surprisingly, by this
method a good case can be made for the majority
of the recent patterns to be from different
machines. Probably a lot of com panies bought
single die machines in the ear ly days of perfmning.
They liked the idea but not the slowness and
replaced them with larger machines for better
economy. In these cases, probably the same
man ufacture r was instructed to use the same pattern
for the new machine, but the result was not exactly
the same.

or course, witho ut furth er information it cannot
even be proved that two similar patterns were used
by the same com pany. This brings up the important
point that all the past identifications of patterns are
useless whe re a new very similar pattern has been
recognized. All these pattern s will have to be re­
identified with covers, deter mining which of the two
similar patterns is on each cover. So this seems as
good a time as any to make the plea to all to
exam ine your covers for those patterns for which
new, similar pattern has appeared in the A&C
pages. Examine it carefully to determine which
pattern is on the cover . Please relay this
information to the Editor. Better yet, send the
cover or a good photocopy, where the pattern can
be see n. All the relevant patterns should be re­
ide ntified before the new Catalog appears,

The new Catalog will have a number of features
which hopefully will be helpful to all collectors, but
especially to beginners . There will be sections on
how to identify confusing patterns or patterns which
can be read equally well forwards or backward, on
using the nomenclature of the Catalog, and on how
to find patterns which ma y have been moved to
another place in the Catalog. In an attempt to
facilitat e the use of the A ppendix, the Appendix for
each lett er will immedi ately follow that letter in the
Catalog. The entire Ap pendix appears at the end of
the Catalog in the current edit ion. As part of each
Appendix there will be a page explaining the reason
any pattern number was eliminated from the
Catalog, whether it be deletion of the pattern or just
a renumbe ring of that pattern to improve
consistency in Catalog listings.

There will be thr ee new listing categories. On e is
for personal or philatelic patte rns, which will car ry
a "P" following the Catalog number. The other two
are for patterns which were not supposed to be
listed in previous Catalogs, although man y were.
Illegal size patter ns are now being listed if, in the
opinion of the Ed ito rial staff, they were used to
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perfin postage stam ps on a non-philatelic basis and
on a fair ly wide scale and bas ically look like perfins.
An example is the AMERICAN APPRAISAL
pattern, which was made for revenue use, but which
was used extensively to perforate postage stamps in
the 1930's. It will receive the number A l86L The
-I" signifies the illegal size of the pattern. The last
of these categories is that of patterns which were
deliberately alter ed to form a new pattern.
Previously, the altered patterns were considered to
be partials of the parent pattern. Now if it can be
reasonably ascerta ined that the alteration was
carr ied out deliberat ely and was not just the result
of broken pins, the altered machin e will have a
separate patter n number. This pattern number will
have the letter "R" after the pattern number . An
example of this is pattern A44, which was deleted in
an A& C as a partial of pattern A 195. It has been
shown tbat this was a deliberat e alterat ion as the
machine passed from one bank to its successor. As
such, it will be reinstated as A44R.

I am sure tbat there will some disagreement
among the members over vario us aspects of tbe new
Catalog. I will always be bappy to discuss any point
witb you, but hopefully most members will like the
new format and the new sections and information.
The whole project is very time consuming and
challenging, but the cha llenge is part of the fun.
f ortunately, I have a number of great people
working with me on the project including Dick
Mewhinney, John Lyding, Paul Mistretta, and Sal
G uarini. They make the job easier and keep me
from making too man y mistakes.

Corrections to the Foreign Census

Bob Schwerdt (# 505)

Here are a few corrections to the recent ly
published foreign census.

delete 4X under post al
add 5/5fJ5 under stationery
change postal 2 to 1
change postal to m / 1964;
change revenue to 21/1964

# 214 change postal 7 to 2
# 312 add to stationery 1/1336
# 351 change 2 to 7
#363, 364 re place A ustr ia with Ge rma ny

Sachen • add Post WWII
# 367 delete Spain - Santa Fe (This is

Argent ina)
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