
temptations to dishonest employees to detach them
for sale to dealers or collectors and sho uld be
discont inued.

5. I shall be glad if you will accordingly arrange
either for the use of stamps to be abo lished
altogether for other than purely postal purposes, in
waich case you will no do ubt consider it desirable,
fot accounting purposes, to substitute some form of
counterfoit system; or for all stamps which have
bee n used for the prepayment of fees, other than in
respect of postal packages to be cancelled by
perforation or, if the nature of the document to
which they have been affixed renders this course
undesirable, by such other means as will render it
impossible for them to be re-used or to be of any
value even for philatelic purposes.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,
P. CUNLIFFE-LISTER

The Officer Administering
the Government of BARBADOS

This circular was forwarded by The Honourable
Colonial Secretary to the Colonial Postmaster, who
re plied as follows:

O556/lla
26th June 1934.

Hon: Colonial Secretary,

With reference to the Secretary of State's Circular
dated 19th May 1934, I have the honour to report as
follows:

1. There are no Government Telegraphs under
Post Office control, and I am not aware that Post­
age and Revenue Stamps are used by the Compan­
ies operating in this Island for the prepayment of
charges.

2. In the General Post Office, Barbados, low
value Postage & Revenue Stamps, not exceeding the
value of tid.. an: effixed to forms in connection with
charges collected on Cash on Delivery Parce ls and
parcels mailed for overseas delivery free of Custom s
Duties.

3. I would point out that as the Postage and
Revenue Stamps used for the purposes as stated in
par. 2 are comparatively small, I ask approval to
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heavily obliterate these stamps, with the view of
their being useless for philatelic or other purposes.

G. B. King
Ag. Colonial Postmaster

The Honourable Colonial Secretary, Mr. G. D.
Owen, was not convinced with the reply of the
Acting Colonial Postmaster , Mr. G. B. King, and
referred the matter to His Excellency Sir Mark
Young, who authorized the purchase of the punch­
ing machine on Ju ly 5th, 1934.

On July 12th, 1934, Mr. G. B. King ordered from E.
M. Richford, Ltd., of 8 & 9 Snow Hill, London,
Eel , one "Stop Thi ef ' Postage Stamp Perforator to
perforate three lett ers --- ~G.P.)." --- at a cost of
31/ 11d. The perforator arrived in Barbados on
September 3rd, 1934. It is not known bow long it
was used, but I know that it was in use as late as
June 1939, because a new spring was ordered for it
at that time.

Mr. F. Sharp, who became Colonial Postmaster of
Barbados for the second time in the 30's, states by
way of a note that tbis perforation was used by the
Parcel Post to cancel stamps used for Parcel Deliv­
ery Fees (Id.) and Cash on Delivery Fees (4<1.)
Since the perforation machine was in use at least
between 1934 and 1939, it is possible to find that
many different stamps, four pence and under, were
so perforated. Any stamps found must be consider­
ed to be very rare indeed.

T15 on Advertising Postcard of Texas Bag and
Fiber Company

Thanks to Joe Laura, Jr. (#1238) we are able to
illustrate this fine advertising postcard on the next
page. The one cent Washington stamp bas bee n
punched with perfin pattern T15.

This is a tough type to find according to Laura.
The user is listed in The CAtalog of United States
Pofins, (Balough, 1979) as being The Texas Bag &
Fibre Company of Houston, Texas.
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Recent Usage of Perlin Pattern 598

Joe Laura, J r. (# 1238)

,-_._- - -

DEPARTMeNT OFS~CIAL SERVICES ,~\
O!ke of t!'1e Secretary . .· lJ I
RuJ ard F. 't."ncip ~u ildi "g ', • t2o:l , )

. D' '\ ~ . .700 Gover -cr ~ l ive ''".~._-:'-'"

pierre. : OUt:l Dakota 575 01-2291

HARLEY S GORDON
ATTORNEY AT LAW
MARKETPLACE CENTER
200 STATE STREET
BOSTON MA 02109

:1. ,

----- -_._-_._---_ ...

The cover shown above (philatelically cropped)
illustrates a recent usage of perlin patt ern S98 of
the State of South Dakota. The 25c South Dakota

centenary stamp perforated with "SO" is accompa­
nied with the additional 4c u.s. postage stamp.
Postmark shows usage dale of March 25, 1991.
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