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edge of the holes in the die, then reamer them out and grind the  
face of the die all over to make it flat once more. The ends of  
the pins are squared up by running a stone over them. Otherwise,  
apart from the materials of construction and size, the machines of  
the two companies are similar. 
 
Two types of electric machines are used at Slopers. Once over  
with single dies and twelve over, which since decimalisation are  
ten dies across but the old twelve die width is retained as the  
machines were originally made that width. Skilled operators can  
quickly change dies and there are means to "register" the stamps. 
 
A treadle controls the rise and fall of the pins. One of the  
operatives is so quick she keeps her foot on the treadle all the  
time and can move the sheet of stamps forward and get perfect  
registration at each beat of the machine. 
 
Hand operated machines perforate "PERFORATING MACHINERY" on  
Slopers letter heading and "THIS DESIGN IS THE PROPERTY OF  
J.SLOPER & CO AND SHALL NOT BE USED WITHOUT PERMISSION" 
on their  drawings. (See Bulletin 248 Pg10 for illustration. Watch for  
some of these perforations on blank white paper coming up in the  
Auction. -Ed.) 
 
In view of the fact that so much of Sloper's work is to do with  
security endorsement we are more than ever grateful for the  
courtesy extended by Mr. Cokayne to the members of the Perfin  
Society and record the valuable help he has given to us. 
 
PERFINS AND THE RED CROSS 
 
Looking at Bulletin 247 Pg.11 and 14-15 caused BORIS PRITT to look  
at his Red Cross items. He has sent to me a photocopy of a  
similar card to the one in Bulletin 247. However, Boris’ card has  
the cross of the Red Cross symbol printed on the address side.  
The card has the Chemnitz censor perforation and is dated 17.7.18.  
A second photocopy shows another W.W.I Red Cross cover dated  
12.2.18. This has a GB GV 1d stamp with perfin CP/W (C6190) from  
the CENTRAL PRISONERS OF WAR COMMITTEE: BRITISH RED 
CROSS AND ORDER OF ST.JOHN. 
 
A third photocopy shows a French Red Cross cover dated 6.7.26.  
The perfin is in the design of a cross from LIGUE DES SOCIETES DE LA 
CROIX ROUGE. 
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