
Perflns Bulle/in. supply an example.

PemltS lisled here I re punched into lhe w mp I I
the same time as the perforalion. The most common
patte rn COnsisled or I 7 mm square made up of 9
holes. Pins would be removed 10 create unique
perflns for each company using lhe machillCS. The
cata logue value is for the mllI§I common perfin on
eooch m mp

Maybe I am slow in finding something that
everybody else already knew, but while browsing
through my new 1994 Scou Specialized Catalog, I
discovered that they have sta rted listing Shenn ack
perfi os. The introd uctory section on the private
perforations includes a paragraph that reads:

I amid quibble with some of the details, but I
suppose that it is an adequate description for the
general collecto r. Perfins·· called "perforated
control ma rks" in the listings •• are listed for eight
different Washington -Franklin head stamps. Most
are also listed on cover. Values (used/on cover)
are as follows:

David A. Kent (# 1901)

On an entirely separate matter, many collectors
probably know that the Postal Service comp letely
rewrote 711e Domestic Mail Monuat this year, in an
effort to make it eas ier to read and understand.
Appare ntly several things were left out in the
process. A note in the October 14, 1993, Postal
Bulletin restores the section on perfins to its proper
place in the manual. It is now section P022.l.5, and
reads :

PufOfaliD&. Postage stamps may be marked with
perforation holes. The mark may not rover more
than 1/4 squa re. inch (1/2 ineh by 1/ 2 ineh of the
stamp, and the diameter o r the holes may not exceed
1/32 inch.

Scott has historically refused to list perfms. Ju.\t
to see, I checked the listing of officials for the Canal
Zone and Can ada, two grou ps of stamps which I
know exi~ as perfios. The listings have not change
from previous years; however, the Canal Zone
perlins are still ment ioned but not listed. The
Canadia n ones arc ment ioned with the comment,
·We do not list ....aricties with perfora ted initials."
Perhaps the change in heart in the private
perforation section will lead to a broader
recognition of perlins in general.

inListingPerfins
Catalog

Shermack
Specialized

343 S 50.00 S4OO.oo
344 50.00 400.00
345 750.00
346 1250.00
383 15.00 150.00
384 15.00 150.00
408 35.00 200.00
409 35.00 200.00

All of tbe prices are given in italics, which means
"difficult to value accurately: I will bet that 99
percen t of all Shermack perfin sales each year take
place through the pages of The Perfins Bulle/in.
Perhaps we should be supplying Scott with actual
perfin prices.

What surprised me is that they also list a
Shermack perfin with Scott catalogue number 344
with Mailometer Type I pc:rforations (valued at
$15.00/225.00). I knew that Mailometer was the
successor to the Sbermack Company, but I have
never seen a Shermack perfin on a stamp with
Mailom eter perforations. Perhaps a member can

Noted in Other Publications

From: The PofUl Sociay BulJdin

We are fortunate to have Roy Gault as a member
of both The Perlin Society and The Perlin Club.
Roy (#J(XXI) is the Cat alog Editor of The
Tompkins Cezatog and is noted for research on
per fies found on the British one pc:nny red with
letters in all four corners. Roy's art icle "The Most
Perfinned Stamp Issue in the World?" appearec in
the October 1993, issue of The Perjln Society
Bulletin. It is repr inted below:

In The Perfins Bulletin for April 1993,
Joseph Laura lists the 2,060 (approx)
perfins found on the 2c red Washington
head (Scott #332 and related issues) . Th is
is the result of an ad mirable long term
project, but I was intrigued by the
comme nt > "ln all probability no other
stamp issue of the world has as many
different patterns used on it as this one

The Perfins Bulletin, February, 1994 Page 20.
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