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CATALOGUES         by Michael Rucklidge. 
Obviously we try to make the catalogues we publish as complete and  

as accurate as we can.  Equally obviously we fall short of this.  We feel that  
it is better to publish even if the information may be incomplete or wrong.   
If we do not publish we shall not receive corrections and additions which  
would improve our catalogues. 

In addition to the complete letter sections of the Tomkins catalogue  
we propose to issue, as available:- 

a)   addition pages to letter sections already issued. 
b) correction pages containing corrections, additions etc.  to letter 

sections already issued. 
These will in general be printed together - four A5 pages on a double sided  
A4 sheet so that they can be separated.  One of these should be included this 
month.  Thus addition pages can be inserted in the appropriate place, and the 
correction pages discarded after the appropriate corrections have been made. 

Errors arise from several sources - wrong information given to us - 
typing mistakes - wrong judgements etc.  If you spot mistakes or omissions  
please let the secretary have the appropriate corrections.  They will be 
incorporated in the relevant catalogue as soon as convenient.  In this way  
you can all help to improve our publications. 

It is hoped to issue a complete letter portion of the Tomkins 
catalogue with each Bulletin.  The  'period of use' letters for each perfin 
are derived from only two collections, so there must be many additions to 
these. 

-------------------------------------------- 
 

BIRD PERFIN,        by "Rosemary Smith" 
I have a cover with BIRD perfin (B 5690).  The identity in the cat.  

is William Bird & Co. Lon. EC.    My cover, dated 1917, has the name Bolling & 
Lowe, London. Anyone know the link or the reason? 
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MEMBERS COMMENTS ON ARTICLES IN PREVIOUS BULLETINS 
'BIRD' Perfin in Bulletin 240 Pg.3 

 
RICHARD TARRANT tells me that his Kelly's Directory of 1968  

lists Boiling & Lowe Ltd., portable railway manufacturers, 180 Romford Road, 
London E7.  Their Telegraphic Address is Bird, London E7. 

 
JOHN NELSON also states that the 1895 Post Office London  

Directory has the following entry:- Boiling & Lowe (formerly Bird Wm. & Co)  
engineers, iron, tinplate & metal merchants, contractors for railway &  
engineers' plant, gas & waterworks, 2 Laurence Pountneyhill, EC - TA 'BIRD'  

TN 1530. 
 
There is no indication as to when the change of name took place  

prior to 1895 (My BIRD/Co cover is dated 11.5.72 1d plate) but as Boiling & 
Lowe were still using "BIRD" as the telegraphic address in 1968 they probably 
saw no reason to change the perfin either.  The latest recorded period of use  
of "Bird" is the KGV Typographed issues.  Has anyone any later copies?  Also, 
can we narrow down the use of "Bird/Co".  Earliest and latest for this one  
too please. 

-------------------------------------------- 
 
A New Official Perfin in Bulletin 240 Pg.6 

I have been informed that this 'perfin' falls into the class of  
'Perfins used as Cancellations' (See Pg.8 Bulletin 239 etc.)  The illustration  
is a strike of an official cancelling perforator used in various offices to  
cancel (and tie to the document) stamps used to pay judicature and other fees.  
The office in question here is undoubtedly the Official Receiver and there is  
no cancel because the perforator itself did the cancelling and it could not  
be postally or commercially used 

-------------------------------------------- 
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BIRD PERFIN     Bulletin 240 and 241. 
 

HARRY SKINNER says that to his knowledge the BIRD/C0 perfin is only 
known on 1d. red plates 120-164 - no other stamps. The only two he has with 
dates both show 1872 - as does mine. He believes the BIRD perfin without Co is 
scarce on KGV.    He has a ½d and l½d Royal Cypher Wmk, but no dates. 

 
------------------------------- 

 
EWARTS GEYSERS.      Bulletin 241    Page 8. 
 

MIKE BAVIN writes that the firm mentioned by Geoff Palmer is GEO 
EWART & SON LTD., established in 1834 by Geo Ewart in New Road  (Euston 
Road) London.    Manufactured Zinc Window Boxes.  They took the first factory 
at Letchworth Garden City in 1904, built from 1910 in Works Road.  They were 
metal workers, brass founders and manufactured geysers.  The Ewarts were in 
senior positions certainly to the 1940's.  In October 1955 they were taken  
over by Parnall (Yate) Ltd. and the factory closure was announced in August  
1955.  Many thanks to Mike for so much detail.  Nothing yet about my LEY  
perfin of Ewarts’ Chain Manufacturing Co. of Derby. 

 
------------------------------- 

 
ELABORATE DESIGN      Bulletin 242 Page 11. 
 

ROY GAULT says that this design was identified by Jennings as  
belonging to Hattersley & Company, Beeston, Notts.  He has the perfin on a 1d 
lilac with a portion of squared circle BEESTON-NOTTINGHAM postmark.  As it 
is his favourite perfin, he had spent much tine researching for this firm.  Sad  
to say, having consulted all the trade directories for Nottinghamshire at the  
Guildhall Library for the years 1880-1910, he could find no trace of any  
Hattersley & Co. at Beeston.  Can any other member with an example of this 
perfin with clear postmark etc., give us another clue please? 

 
-------------------------------
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The Vice-President of the S.C.F. in 1977, when the decision was  
taken to use a perfin, has told Richard that he is sure the  
perforating was carried out by Slopers. The die is certainly  
typical of Sloper. 
As an added piece of information, Richard says the only other  
perfins on 'pre-independent P.A.' stamps are:- 
FS/Ld Fuel Supplies C.I. Ltd. 
G de (de in G)  De Gruchy, Jersey (large department store) 
P.A.C.  Jersey branch of the Pru., in Royal Square, St. Helier. 
Since writing the query in July, I too have acquired a pre-indept.  
stamp. This is S.G.10 - 3d Jersey - perforated G de. 

*        *        *        * 
"BIRD" Perfin     Bulletin 240/3; 241/13; 243/10. 
The identity for this perfin (BIRD) was numbered 369 in Tilles and  
identified as William Bird a Co. London. From members' comments  
in Bulletin 241/13 we learnt that William Bird had been 'taken- 
over' by Boiling & Lowe at least as early as 1895. However, they  
were still using the word BIRD as their Telegraphic Address.  
When the B section of Edwards catalogue came out, we saw that  
there were two dies of 'BIRD'. The 369 in Tilles turned out to be  
3690.02 in Edwards with identity of William Bird & Co. London. In  
view of the comments by Harry Skinner in Bulletin 243/10 I would  
suggest the identity needs amending. The perfin BIRD/&Co is for  
the original William Bird & Co., but the two 'BIRD' perfins for  
Boiling and Lowe. 
I have now acquired a cover dated 21-7-30 with 2 x GV stamps with  
perfin BIRD, die 3690.01. The identity on the envelope is Boiling  
& Lowe (Overseas) Ltd., London E.C.4. This pushes the date of use  
a little further. No one sent in any other dates so if you have  
acquired a later dated cover, please write in. 
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MEMBERS'  COMMENTS  ON  PREVIOUS  ARTICLES 
 
"BIRD" Perfin     Bulletin 240/3; 241/13; 243/10; 254/8. 
 
MAGNUS WERNER has sent me-a cover dated 10-10-34 with BIRD die 
3690.02. Up to date this is the latest date reported. Magnus  
also points out that the 'D' has a missing pin on the ½d stamp.  
He has B3690.02 on QV ½d Jubilee stamps and has noticed missing  
pin varieties on these as well. He thinks this suggests that a  
multiple die was used. If anyone has a number of these BIRD  
perfins, perhaps you could check and report any missing pin  
varieties - with date if known. 
 
GP/Co Perfin  Bulletin 253 Pg.9. 
 
BERT JOHNSON says he has  seven of these "G.P. Government Tea" 
advertising cards,  all different.  Three of them have the GP/Co  
perfin.    All postmarked London.  Two of the perfins are G3970.02  
and one is G3790.03.  Dates range from 1904 to 1909.  
G3970.01  identified in Tomkins as Grace Products Co.Ltd.  
G3970.03  identified in Tomkins as Grace Brothers Co.Ltd.  
G3970.02  only guessed as Grace Products because of the "G.P. 
      GOVERNMENT TEA". 
Bert suspected the name could refer to 'Grace Thomas Ltd.' of  
Slough but his letter of enquiry has been returned. Has anyone an 
identified cover for G3970.02 or an address for G3970.01 & .03? 
 
If anyone wants a photocopy of the description of the eight cards  
known, please drop a line to the Editor. 
 
CT/StR Perfin     Bulletin 247/4; 249/14; 253/7. 
 
ROY EVERETT has sent the following background to Charles Tennant. 
 
"SIR CHARLES TENNANT: born Glasgow 1823 and in 1846 joined his 
father as partner in the chemical works at St.Rollox founded by  
his grandfather, another Charles Tennant (1768-1838). He secured 
interests in explosive, mining and other companies, and later  
represented Glasgow in Parliament, 1878-86, being made a Baronet in 
1885. He founded the Tennant Gallery at 34 Queen Anne's Gate,  
London and died in 1906". 




