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ANSWERS TO MEMBERS' QUERIES 
 
DEREK BREMNER writes about Houghtons and Butchers (Bulletin 
298/27). Butchers Film Services distributed films to cinemas and were 
agents for most of the films made at Elstree Studios. Houghtons India Ltd 
would have distributed films in that country. Houghton/Butcher 
Manufacturing made film equipment. They were eventually taken over by 
Rank Film Distributers (the man with the gong). 
 
On the questions about company law he tells us:- 
 
• A company (Co.) is a single person or partners liable for all debts. 
• A limited company (Co.Ltd.) has at least two directors with one or 
   more shares.   These can be just two shares of a £1 each.    If the 
   company fails the directors are not liable for any debts. 
• A public limited company (PLC) comprises holders of shares that can 
   be bought and sold on the Stock Exchange. Again shareholders are not 
   liable for debts. 
 

ANOTHER "BRAHAM" REFERENCE 
 

John Mathews 
 

While checking some photocopies I made in 1993 (as part of my research 
into early perforated date cancels [see elsewhere in this Bulletin]) I noticed 
on the sample strike for Sloper machine no.6961 the annotation 
"Braham's make" and "Rotary Dating m/c". Does anyone know if this 
refers to the Postmaster Braham of Tabernacle Street? If so, it looks like 
an interesting situation, unless it was a case of Sloper making a 
replacement die for a device previously made by Frank Braham. The die 
illustrated in the work book was similar to this but the date was 12 89 12:- 




