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G.B, PERFIN CATALOGUES 
 
While work on Section "T of the New Illustrated 
Catalogue of G.B. Perfins progresses, albeit 
somewhat slowly, it is appropriate at the turn of the 
new millennium to issue a "state of the  
nation" report. The ambitious G.B. Catalogue 
project, started in 1994, set out to completely 
overhaul the old Edwards/Gault Illustrated 
Catalogue by publishing all known details of 
every perfin found on G.B. postage stamps. 
 
The predecessors to the current Catalogue were Van Lint (illustrating  
9,658 dies and published in the USA in 1959), Harvey Tilles (14,195  
dies - USA 1975), and Edwards/Gault (21,452 - GB 1990), all of  
which make this the fourth version of such a Catalogue. The table  
at the end of this article shows the various individual totals involved,  
along with a final column speculating as to quite how many different  
G.B. perfins patterns there are ever likely to be found. It would  
seem that once a particular letter has been published in the New  
Catalogue, new perfin dies for that letter are reported only as a  
trickle, probably less than ½% per annum. For what it's worth, my  
personal prediction is that no more than 24,000 different dies will ever be 
found on G.B. stamps. 
 
The contest for most prolific perfinned stamp is between the 1d Lilac  
of Queen Victoria and the 1d Edward VII definitive. Current figures  
suggest an eventual win for the 1d Lilac with over 5,600 different  
dies, but I suspect that the Edward VII Id will make more of a race  
of it and close up as more collectors report their stamp details. 
 
Work has started on the new ninth edition of Tomkins which will be  
called Tomkins 2000. The cut-off date for entries is the December  
Bulletin. It must be stressed that "Tomkins" lists without illustration  
only those G.B. dies which have identified users. Currently barely  
40% of known G.B. dies can be attributed to specific users. Plans to  
include illustrations in Tomkins have been shelved for the time being  
because that would virtually double the size of an already weighty  
Catalogue. The old Edwards/Gault and New Illustrated Catalogues  
must be referred to for the appropriate illustrations. 
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