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G.B. COMMERCIAI OVERPRINTS 
 

The Society has had a request from Lawrence Armitage (of GBOS & 
Revenue Societies) to ask if any of our members are interested in forming  
a group to revive the cataloguing of GB Commercial Overprinted stamps. 
As can be seen from our auction lists, there is considerably interest in 
these stamps. I am sure most members are aware that there was a GB 
Commercial Overprint Study Group who did produce 3 catalogues:- Part 1 
The Utilities, Part 2 Banking and Insurance, Part 3 Local Government. 
Part 4 Private Firms was in the process of research when the GBCOSG 
folded. If you have an interest please contact Lawrence Armitage at 16 
Coverdale Avenue, Cooden, Bexhill, East Sussex TN39 4TV. 
 

OoOOOOOoo 
 

THOMAS COOK PFRFINS   Bulletin 307 Page 16-24. 
 
LEIF BERGMAN of Sweden thinks he can answer the question, posed by 
the authors, in the concluding paragraph to the articles. The question 
concerned the illustration - Figure 8 - on page 24 of Bulletin 307. 
 
Leif believes the 'other' perfin in the illustration is part of Cooks 
SINGAPORE date punch. Thos Cook and other travel agencies used such 
punches to date tickets. In this instance it was probably used on the back of 
a card or cover with the illustrated stamp in fig 8 on the other side of the 
card and so the punch just happened to hit the stamp as well. He thinks it 
would look something like this:- 

13    COOK   ??(month) 
SING 
??(year) 
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He has a KUT stamp with a similar perfin obviously used in Nairobi 1939. 
It is probably a true perfin-use as it has parts from two perfins and would 
otherwise show the date it was used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Austrian perfins illustrated at 44 to 47 (Page 23) are similar to this 
one. This illustration of the date stamp on an old ticket for travel from 
Dresden to Berlin shows the full use - dated 8-6-14. Unfortunately there  
is no indication on the ticket of the branch office where it was issued. 




