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of my comments at the meeting, John says it is interesting to note that the 
primary market to which Julius Leipman & Co's Successors sent goods 
was to Egypt. So, either buying raw cotton from, or selling the cloth to 
Egypt, appears to be the reason why these perfins are difficult to find in 
this country. 
 
I still have some values of these perfins if any other member is wanting 
examples. S.A.E. plus a couple of mint postage stamps. 
 
GB Commercial Overprints   Bulletin 308 Page 18. 
 
When Lawrence Armitage contacted Alastair Walter with the request in 
Bulletin 308, he was not aware that John Bonney was still alive and 
continuing with the research into the Commercial Overprints of Private 
Firms. He was also not aware that, like our own catalogues and Bulletin 
articles, the previous work done by John Bonney and David Lane is 
copyright to them. This also applies to the "templates" showing the types of 
printing and position of printing of the overprints. 
 
If anyone has Catalogues 1, 2 and 3, which cover the Utilities, Banking & 
Insurance and Local Government, and have new information to add to 
these catalogues, John would be pleased if you made contact with him. He 
would welcome any new information to include in the Private Overprints 
catalogue. He can be contacted at 115 Blindman's Lane, Cheshunt, 
Waltham Cross, Herts EN8 9DH. 
 
W6385.01 W&R/Ltd      Bulletin 309 - New Identities Page 159 
 
John Grier took exception to my comment in the New Identities that in 
Tomkins, the Victoria Works should read WILLANS Works.
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John sent me a photocopy of a cover which distinctly says 'VICTORIA 
WORKS'. 
 
This had me searching my reference books (see my 'Editor's Comments' on 
this topic!) and I quote here from my answering letter to John once I had 
checked my covers for this perfin and the Stock Exchange Year Book. 
v Willans and Robinson Ltd, Electrical Engineers, Victoria Works, 

Rugby used the perfin W&R/Ltd from 1905 to 1920 (Gault Cat.) 
v On 14th December 1918, The English Electric Co Ltd was registered. 
v I have two Trade Cards, almost identical (to the photocopy from John), 

dated  1917 but with the shield  logo of Engineering Employers' 
Federation 1896. The number F. 167. is on both cards. 

v I have one Trade Card, same number (F.I67.), like John's with no 
shield logo, printed in purple, dated 23rd June 1920, perfin W6385.01, 
but this time the name on the top of the card (and after 'Yours 
faithfully') is The English Electric Co., Ltd. The address is WILLANS 
WORKS, Rugby. 

v In my 1956 Stock Exchange Year Book it tells me that The English 
Electric Co Ltd actually acquired the undertaking of Willans and 
Robinson as from 12th August 1935. 

 
My guess is that The English Electric Co Ltd 'moved into' (?) Willans firm 
in 1920, but it was decided to use the name 'WILLANS WORKS'  
to show that Willans still had a stake in the company. According to the  
New Illustrated Catalogue with Details, the second identity (English 
Electric) seems to be my T/C and it is the only date known. Again I would 
guess that there were some perfins left in the stamp/petty cash tin when 
English Electric moved in and they used them up on their new Trade 
Cards. The earliest known EE/C° perfin is 1925 so my guesses may have 
some merit. 




