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bells represent the Bells of St. Leonard's Church, Shoreditch, referred to  
in the nursery rhyme, "Oranges and Lemons". The green mound 
represents the island in the River Lea - "Halcon's Eyot" - from which the 
name "Hackney" is thought by some authorities to be derived. 

From this description, The London Borough of Hackney arms 
seems to be similar to the Hackney Borough Council Arms but the tower 
and oak trees as in the illustration in Bulletin 314, used in 1916, are as 
this post 1969 arms. 
 
Ken Dee has sent me a large number of coat of arms and descriptions of 
the arms for various London Metropolitan Borough Councils, taken from 
http:/www.ciricheraldry.co.uk/lcc.html 1 know that many members 
collect Council Perfins as a theme. The above web site would perhaps be of 
help if you wish to write up your different council dies and covers. 
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A former Officer of the Society has written to say that in 1986 the origins 
of this "R" perfin was investigated. In the February 1987 Bulletin the 
Officers of the Society put in a small article headed "Stamp Perforators in 
Private Hands ". The main paragraph read:- 

"All owners of such perforators are reminded that everything 
possible must be done to ensure that they are not used to perforate stamps 
which might subsequently come into the possession of perfin collectors 
who are unaware of the true origins of such stamps. Such items can only 
be regarded as fakes." 
There is nothing to prevent any member who buys an old perforator 
altering the pins for their own use but only current, mint stamps should be 
used. All the perforators used by present members have been reported to 
the Catalogue Editor and are recorded in the files as for private use.  
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To return to the large letter "R" on high value machin stamps. The 
Officers of the Society in 1986 adjudged that these were used stamps that 
had been perforated. As such they must be regarded as fakes. However, it 
was thought that this could have been a genuine perforator, no longer in 
true use, and therefore there may well be earlier genuine examples of this 
perfin, user still unknown. 
 

*      *      *      *      * 
MORE ABOUT COPESTAKF, CRAMPTON & CO 
 

This company, which is thought to have used the first perfin, holds some 
fascination for many perfin collectors. Some two years ago, our Secretary, 
Dave Hill, wrote an article entitled Underprints & Perfins in "Gibbons 
Stamp Monthly". The following letter was received by Dave from a  
Mr.L. W. Pheby which has great social and historical interest. Mr Pheby is 
allowing me to quote from his letter. 
 

“Your article on "Underprints & Perfins" was of particular  
interest to me because back in 1940 I was an employee of Copestake 
Crampton & Co, albeit for only a few months as explained later. 

 
As you said, Copestake, Crampton & Co were wholesale  

Drapers and in 1940 had a warehouse and offices in Bow Churchyard, 
which was a cul de sac adjoining St Mary le Bow Church in Cheapside in 
the City of London. St Mary le Bow Church is of course well known for 
"Bow Bells" and the link that states that to be a true "Cockney" you have  
to have been born within the sound of those bells. The Company was, 
what would probably now be called "old fashioned", and when I was 
interviewed for and subsequently got the job of "office boy" (the lowest 
rank in the office) I was required to sign a "contract of employment" in a 
bound book.  My salary was, if I remember correctly, the sum of £3-10 
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