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THOMAS BRAY - Priest & Missionary 
 

Founder of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

 
 

In 1696 Thomas Bray, an English country parson, was  
commissioned to report on the condition of the Church in the colony of 
Maryland. He spent only ten weeks in the colony, but he radically  
re-organised and renewed the Church there, providing for the instruction of 
children and the systematic examination of candidates for pastoral position.  
He founded 39 lending libraries and numerous schools. Both in Maryland  
and upon his return to England, he wrote and preached in defence of the  
rights of enslaved Africans, and of Indians deprived of their land. 

 
Back in England, he worked for the reform of prison  

conditions, and for the establishment of preaching missions to prisoners.  
He persuaded General Oglethorpe to found an American colony (Georgia)  
for the settlement of debtors as an alternative to debtor's prison. He  
founded a missionary society, the "S.P.G." (Society for the Propagation of  
the Gospel in Foreign Parts) and an educational and publishing society, the 
"SPCK" (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge), both of which are  
still active today. 

 
This article was found on the web by BILL SHIELDS in USA.  

It was not until he was looking for information about the particular "Saint" 
associated with February 15th, by the Episcopal Church, that he came  
to realise the link with the "SPG" perfins. Once again proving that the 
collecting of perfins can extend general knowledge and knowledge of  
history and geography. The following two pages are reductions of the  
pages in The Gault New Illustrated Catalogue. 
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*     *     *     *     * 
 

 
 
      Illustration of "DetC"  
           from Page 8. 

 
 
 
 

OFFER    Editor 
When my Lexmark printer started misbehaving, I thought it could be the  
ink cartridge, as it was low. I bought a new one but after trying a couple of 
pieces, I knew I had to buy a new printer.   If anyone needs a Lexmark 
Black Ink number 13400HC, used only the twice, get in touch. ½ price - 
the money will help the Society accounts. 
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