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purchased from London. Without the perforation of the ticket it was 
invalid (British Rail rule) and this was obviously done to stop the theft of 
tickets. 
 
The machine was about nine inches high and one foot long with a handle at 
the top which when pushed down activated the pins. They had a small 
supply of extra pins in case of breakage and where the pins perforated the 
paper there was a small drawer to collect the perforated waste. The date 
was changed every day. 
 
Many thanks to Burkhart and Paddy for the explanation of the reason for 
this unusual perforation. 
 
Non-Philatelic Perfin/Perforator on Postal Orders 
 
When reading about the SWANS perforation on Rail Tickets in the last 
Bulletin, JACK BRANDT was reminded of other "oddball" items in his 
collection. 
 
He writes that some years ago he belonged to the Postal Order Society and 
acquired some British postal orders. These had a perfin instead of a 
handstamp for the issuing office cancel. 
 
The perfin is a day - month (in numbers) over one or two letters. He 
understands that the first letter is the city and the second, where there is a 
second, is a sub-division of the city or possibly just a different machine. 
 
The following letters are taken from the postal orders in his collection and 
the cities he has listed for them. Do you have any other letters on postal 
orders? 
 

CA Cardiff A 
G Glasgow 
CA Cardiff A 
G Glasgow 
L Liverpool 
LA Liverpool A 
LB Liverpool B 
LC Liverpool C 
LE Liverpool E 
S London 
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