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2/6 per annum, post Irce , to a ll co un tries.
Su bscript ion s com mence with t he J:lIli1nry No .

All ed it o rial communicat ions sho u ld he
addressed to

L \ V. FV L ClI l! k. B.Sc.,
5 6 . B l"C KLE I('lI H OAP,

S f W).;A T IlA ) f , l.O :>l OOS . S .\ V .•
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All busin ess mat ters aTC referred to th e
Publisher :

\VALTER MO I(L~\·. 15. Brownh ill Gard ens .
Catfcrd, Lond on, S _E.• England .

Publishe rs of ~ J 3;:;azincs who d esi re to
excha nge with thi s" jour unl" a re request ed 10
sen d nne co py of th ei r p ub lications to each of
t he abo ve ad d resses .
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N another page will be found the first

officia l an nouncemen t with res pect to
the Internat ional Philatelic Ex hibition
to be he ld next yea r. It is the intention
o f the working Committee to issu e these

notices (rom t ime to time so th at collect or s
may keep in touch with t he prog ress or th e

arrangements. T h e Halt
I n te rna tion :.t.l Yvhich has bee n engaged for
Phila.telic Exh n, th e Exh ibi tion is a new onc,
1906. hat'ing be en open barely a

year. but it seems that it will
lea ve nothing to be des ired in the way of a
1«111, for tbe E xh ibition . T he Boor space
available is 13,000 square feet, aU top lighted,
while ther e a re several rooms availab le (or
Committee rooms, · et c . There are perfect
summer ventilating arrangements , fresh ai r
bemg forced tbrou gh cold water intc the Hall
a t four d ifferent points each some IZ fee t from
tbe grou nd, tbe exhaus ted ai r be ing car ried
away by an electr ic (an in the roof. Further
for cooling purposes water is la id on to the top
oC the roo f and can be run down e ver th e
glass when it ge ts too hot . There are also
outs ide sun-bl inds to cover the glass at those
places when the sun sh ines most The
E xh ib it ion will be opened about the ejrd May .

The prospectus o f the E xh ib ition has been
in active preparation and will be issued as soo n
as it h as been passed by th e Grand Committee
which will soo n be called together . The
E sbibifion will probably be confined eseluslvely
to post3ge s tam ps as it is expected there will be
no room for eatires, fiscals or philatelic
publications. The ch ief features of the prospect­
us will be an en tirely new arra ngemen t of
classes e .g , G rea t Britain and Coloni es a re not
to be s how n in classes by t hemsel ves but will be
mixed wit h other co untr ies. the d ifferent
cou ntries being a r ranged in Rroups of approx­
ima tely equa l di fficult)" irrespec ti ve of the ir

political relat ions ; the cre ation of a cha mpion­
sh ip c lass in which nil co llec tions wh ich
Im\"O~ won a g-o!,! medal in any pre vious
exhi bi ric u in I..N"I,)I1 or xranchcs te r will ha ve
10 com pet e hut n,) cctl cct ion , ti le owner 0 1

wbich as pi,e:; to th e h ibhl :5 t h onours , will be
barred in t his class : a liberal provisio n has lo cn
made for medi um and j un ior col lec tors.
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\\'e Ih ink it ma y be wort h wh ile to reprod uce

here t he following interes ting note cencerutug
Hon~ Kong stamps overprinted .. s . 0 . " "nil
" s . D." cont r ibuted h,,· Comma nder \V . C .
Ea ton (U.S . N, .')') to Gi/'bc'II5StllW} IVn /'../y " I II

. ,. your an swe r to th e correspond­
Hong Kong .. ems in Vol. I, No. II , of the

Ftscals, " weekly. you say the le tters " 5 .
" 0 ." and" S. D." o n HOOR Kong

" st amps are probably the initials of t he
.. mercantile firm s usin):: th e stamps. I co nfess
•• I am cons idera bly surpr ised At this sta teme nt
.. from so learned an all thor it), as Stanley
.. G ibbens , or the Editor of the U'reA/)' and be~

.. pe rmission to se t )'our readers right . I

.. happened to be in H o ng Kong short ly cftc r

.. the stamps were put in use.iaed learned t1:n.t

.. th is surcharge was an officia l one of the

.. T reasury Department. The first surcba rce

.. S . 0 ." s tood for " S tam p Office " but 3 S t hi"
•• was cons ider ed erron eous it was short ly
.. cbaegcd to .. S . D ." which stood ei tl:r.r for
.. Stam p Derartment" or .. S tamp Ou t)' '' ;
.. after this length (,I time 1 am not quite ce r tai n
.. wh ich, bu t my recoll ection is that it was
.. Stamp Depanmem " j·e in lieu of .. Stamp
.. Office," T h is su rc ha rge made the stamps
., fisc a l as wel! as postal. O n lear:liu li!: o f thei r
,. exist ence I went person a lly 10 the Treas urv ,
" where I purchased th e few remain i ll):: . onl y
" e igh t or len of th em being left . wh ich I U:5cJ
" upon leu ers , and it was at th e Treasury th a t
.. I gained t he information git'e n above . O n
.. in q uiry at t he P ost Office as to whet her
.. fisca ls co uld st ill be used as postage I was
.. told that they could not be so accepted with
.. the exceptio n of these" 5 .0" s & .. S ,D" s.
.. I was told that th is su rcharge. though mak in g
.. t hem available for fiscal use, d id not affect
.. th e ir pos ta l characte r, and they are, th ere fore ,
" in th e same class as other Brit ish Colon ia l
. , Postane and Revenue" issues and should be
.. ca talogued among the postal issues. 1 have
.. several on or igi nal covers wh ich I myself
•• used. T hese were not cance lled by fa vour of
" any postal clerk, but were regularly . drop~
.. in the ordi nary lett er- box and d elivered 1n

.. the usual way , A very in teresting var iety of

.. these stamps exist s , Among the e:ght or len

.. 1 purchased at the Treasury were ~wo 2~. on

.. which a ver tical bar thad been priatcd o ver

.. the left curve of ttie .. 0 .. th us tr ansCorming

.. it into a .. D .. in accordance Wilh th e correc t

.. surcharge. Of th ese I know ?! only t W I)

.. copies used pcetally. th~ one an my. own

.. collection and tbe et her 10 the collec tion o f

.. Mr. L uff. of phila telic Iame, both on .or igi na l
•• cover s . I Irust that the above W ill cause
., recognit ion of these s.t~mps in tb~ cl ass where
.. tb ey belon g i-t of DntlSh Colonial .. P os ta ge
.. and R evenue " st3mps ,"
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