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Some fo r m of Espe ra nto might, we think, he
introduced wit h advantage in to the wor ld 's rhi'atel ic
eatalogues. AI presen t , Ir one is In t he ha bit 0 making
co nsta nt reference to Bri tieh, French and German ca ta ­
logues. the con fusion of tongues is a co nti nual so urce o f
vexat ion. Su ppose we desi re 10 turn up th e Llnited
States , we m ust o pen the va rious catalogues a t a d if­
Ieren t letter for each la ngu age . Take " Ca pe of Good
Hope " as a not he r ins ta nce . This, t rue enough, is st ill under
" C" in " Yve rt & Tellier "-" Cap de Bonn e Espera nce" ;
but in the Ge rman books we must search for it under " K "­
.. Kap der Guten Hoffnung." Aus tri a in the German boo ks is
.. Oesterreich ." S pa in I" Spanien ") is a lr i.l:"ht in German so
fa r as the init ial le tter goes, h il i it is rendered " Espagne" in
French. Fc r :' Germany " we must turn also 10 " Allemande
a nd Dentsch es Re ich." T he case o f Holla nd is pe rhaps as
bad as a ny cou ntry one could think of, for it is variously
re nder ed Holla nd , the Nether la nds, a nd" Pays Bas " (Lo w
Co un tr ies). E ve n in ca talogues in th e E ng lish tongues the re
a re regrett a b le d iffere nces in the render ing of s uch names as
Holla nd, the Papal S ta tes , &c. To collec to rs using on ly one
cata log ue the t rouble may he no grea t one, bu t it is ou r own
exp er ien ce , a nd prob abl y that of every phi latelist who has
en tered the neld of s pec ia lism, tha t one wan ts to refer to all
the ca talog ues whe n look in/: lip any pa rticular country , It
would, we feel sur e, be a real boon if a litt le great un iformity
in ca ta log ue nom enclat ure could be brought about. In say ing
this we must add o ur o pinio n that the Brit jsh -langu ag'e ca ta­
logues are more to blam e than th e con tinenta l wor ks. Suc h
ca talogues as - v Kohl " an d " Se nf" en de a vour to simplify
matters for a n in te rnation al cl ient ele by pr in ti ng the names
of most of th e British Colonies in th e way "' II' a re accustomed
to see the m pri nt ed, but no such reciproca l e ffort .. ith regard
to fore ign co untr ies ill made by th e publishers of Br itish

\st:~ NSo handb ooks. Wit h a little give -a nd-ta ke it sho uld be poss ib le
.: ~\ (,. _~) to ag ree npo n a list of sta ndard na mes for all ca talog ues and

:.

al bums, a nd surely th e ultimate result would he a consu m­
ma tio n devo utly to be wisbcd !

Opi ni ons as t o .. P u nctu red Offi cials " a p pe a r to
be a lmost e ven ly divided so fa r as the y have been voic ed by
the reader s of the PV~/ll iK"t1)'. There are outspoken opinions
o n both sides, a nd " 'II' ca nno t I:ainsay the rea sona blene sss of
one writ er who co ntends tha I th ere is lin l\: sense in the
a ba ndo nme nt lOf o\'erp rint ed offici a l sta mps hy various
Colon ia l go ve r nments If the punct ured la hels introduced ill
their stead 'He to be ' Illite as eager ly coll ected by phi lat elis ts ,
(or t his will mcau Ihat there is still the sa ute inducement to
official c lllpl,,) t'ClI to furnish t he stamp lIIiu"et with iIIid t
su ppli.,s ! On the other ha nd as " \\'. J . T ," tersel y pu ts in
a I'0" tscril't to a le ngjhy le tt e r c- q uire like a YOllllr.: lady's
post sc r ip t - " Ihey a re s t amps. a re n 't they ? then ", h~' uot
co llect thclil ?"

Subsc r tbers 10 the .. 5 .C. F." re...·.·i v.· wi t h Illi!'
nlll llh..' r t .. " illh ·n's ti lll:' insc ts ha iling fWIIl :l1t' ssn'_ E'\('n , "f
Pa lace S, llla rll', Nor" u,x l, and :lles sr s. C,'al~ .\: :l1 .n "h. o f
" 'I:h ~t rt:c1 , n oron gh . S .E.. fl·l'pccthcly.

The Stamp Market of To-Day.
By J. W . 1-1 . H.

T HEa nnouncement in the "Colonia l Office Journ al ," to th e
effect that the sta mrs of G renada fro m j d. to l OS. are in

futu re to be ar the Se a l 0 tbe Colony, affords food (or renee .
tion. I f the cha nge is to be imm ed iat e , the 2S. o n chalk ought
to be a good stamp ; and the 6d . and 15. multi ples we re on ly
expected to run unt il thi, autumn , whe n they were to a ppear
o n cha lk. If t bis pair is to bear the Co lony's Seal in p lace
of the King 's Head , any 6d. a nd IS. chalky that ma y appear
will have a short life. It may be well to watch for these a nd
be in the field in good time. This contemplated change raises
a lso the jd. c ha lky to th e ra nk of a promisin g stamp ; it is still
in it s infa ncy an d there has been no very great sa le of it .
The 55. a nd l os. mult iple s may al so be moved up a peg higher
in the ladder o f possibilities.

Th e recent decisio n of the Berne au thorities that th e cent re
of :zid . sta m ps may be ill black , provided that the rest of the
design be in b lue . may possibly have so me influe nce on the
issue of ald. un icolours generally. If there is no a bsolute
necess ity for the aid. val ues to be a ll b lue, wha t is th ere to
prevent th is denomma tio n from re-appearing in fut ure with
ce nt ra l des ign in black-S. Nigeria for n ample ? It is a
po int wort h bearing in mind.

T he higher va lues of Maurit ius should be good property
present ly. since a c ha nge in des ign is co nte m pla ted. )oc. to
S rupees C.A. and the I rupee, chalky. present des ign, are now
s ta m ps of pro mise .

Since Ilew cha lky Re ven ues have bee n supplied to the
Sey chelles, it seems likely that th e postage se t ma y pre sent ly
appear 01 1 the sa me pa per. Multi ple Seyc hel les have no t been
bo ug h t ha lf so freely as the C. A.'s, a nd should be worth
attent ion.

East Afri ca n chal kies prom ised well so me time a~o, but Ihe
early an nouncement of the 1907 se t spo iled t he chal kics as an
invest me n t. T he ea rly notice of the cha ng e gav e ev ery one
a goo d cha nce of laying in a stoc k of the present issue, a nd
the re should t he refo re be plen ty of them about, and 110 great
rise ma y be a ppre hended fo r so me time to com e. Much the
sa me thinl: ha ppened in the cas e of th e mu ltiples.

Of S t. Vincent , the 2<1 . and the jd. ha ve proved a disa ppoin t­
illg pai r , hut the 6J . is scarce, and should be a " r iser" thi s
winter, W hy is thi s stamp priced only IS., while th e 6t1.
G re nada, which is much more ple ntifu l, is q uoted IS. 6t1. ?
T he IS. St, Vincent C. A, has go ne up to Ss. M., an d is no t
likel y to sto p there . T he zid. chalk)', we s hou ld think, is
ver y good ; so a lso is th e same sta mp of St. l uci a a nd Sierra
Leone , and the 4 mils Suda n brown an d blue.

I-: xc ha llr.:ers phould Iwware of accepting Belgia n Pa rcel Post
at ca talogue rat es ; these a re now wort h ve ry litt le, and a
dea le r in Brussel s is offering a good mixture a t three s h illing s
pe r thousa nd . Some of th e sta mps ca talog ued 6<:1. call be
~o t fo r that sum per hu nd red , Of nea rly . Dou btless these
will be priced rd. in the next ca ta logu e.

There is a clan of forei ~lI sta m ps that a re wo rth loc king
for, a nd layi ug hy ill hund red s if one can get them - s uch as
G reece A.M . 19Oj ; no one seems to have any of these-.
Spanish DOli Q uixot es a rc a lso scar ce ill every dealer ', list .
Ecu ador I<J04 is going to be dear. Used Ben adir a rc a lso
no t to be despised , nor th e new Italian C re te. T he new 121c .
G lIa tcm al ., is not a bad stam p. Paraguay 1904-00, 511'. and
a bove, a re good property, a nd there a rc some pretty pic ­
toria ls o f Peru ( I KtJS' I<,IO I ) the wholesale value of which has
doubled in a. year. DOOlinica ({"public is now o n water ­
marked paper (sa llJl' wa tll'n ua rk as \\'nrlemhllr~l : t he ro c .
with black horner. a nd the 5C. unwatertnarked, are both /.:ood
s ta m ps to ha ..e a hundred of ; they sho uld be ..-ort h 4d . ca r-h.

Three intere",tin ;.: Hew sta mps tn wat ch for are the 5 pa ras
Cyprus , j C. red Ma uri ti us . "uti t h" pro mised flc. 1I 0 n l;: f\O Il~ .

T he z rupee I ndiau Kiug is a t lalit ohtamahle OIt &.I. The
ot her , I ;I}' WI' saw sixt.v a t thi s Iir.:urc .

Aft f'r a ll, mint Ca n;..1a , lue s lila )" 110 1 he 50 df'ar ;as rll'C" llt
h · for l'cOI"'le,l; tit..· hUli r o f tllt·ir It. it htl ra "' a l has her" 11ll'
sign a l for the a pp<"afOlllcr of ' ILl itc a ' l uOln tit ~· " f se ts .


