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EDITORIAL.

mE were the firs t to annou nce as long ago
as M Ol)' last tha t a set of s tamps was in
contemplation eurcbarged -c-« NAV\,­
OFFICIAL" and now Mr . A. B. C reeke
informs th e V mdon PhiJlJt.·lisJ that id.•

rd .• J!d.• ed .• 2l .• and j d.. posl a~e sta mps as
well tfie 3d .• Regtstra ticn E nvelope end the i d .,
Post Card have appeared with the overpri nt
.. ADNlkALTY-QYFI CIAL " T he graduall y gl'"OW·
inK list Df British Official st amps IS tbus
assuming alarminn d imens ions for the general
collector especiallr in view of the difticultr of
obt aining copies 0 many olthem . E very th lDg.
h owe ver, rna)" become an .. area of col1eccing"
for the specialist and we know o( one coll ector
who devotes his energies solely to the Ofuial
stamps of Great B rita in and the United States .
There is however the pros pect o f a way o f
escape (rom the multipli ci ty of officia l stamps
(or the generalist. tho ugh whether b e will take
advamaae of it will possibly be a matter of
considerable discuss ion in the philatelic press.
Quite lately we ha ve seen some Australian
s tamp s . wh ich. instead o f being overprin ted
.. O . 5 . ; '" are/nI oraltJ with these initials and
we have he n a TUmour tha t th is method will
be ado pted by the Board of Education for their
stamps. a practice which may e xtend to the
other Go vernment Depa r tme n ts using special
s tamps. Now will these p unctured s tamps be
collect ible or rathe r. for anyth ing ill collec tible,
will they be collected and cata logued . For
th ose who collect s ta mps slird"ngrd .. O. s . ..
or " I. It OF F ICIAL " etc. log ic see ms to compel
the collec t ion " f s ta mps /,trj orflltd with these
'Words. But th en on tb e other hand. as a
matt er o f fac t. the re is a t the present lime . a
decided tendency 10 ign ore the o ld offic ia l
stamps 01 W estern Austra lia. wh ich are onl y
d istinguished from the ord inary on e by a piece
punched out. The topic wh ich thus arises (or

discuss ion involves so me \ '('1)' nice points . for
if .. ini tial-pertornted " official s tamps a re not
wor th c.1, t :1 l t 'g u in~ them why catalog ue the
overp ri nted stamps and if they are. whe re,
especiall y in Briush Sta mps. is the line IQ be
drawn ? ..\re stamps pe rfo ra ted with ini tials of
Co unty Councils (official?

••••
No p urel y fic,cal Exh ibi tion ha s been held

since th at o f th e Leed s l'h ila telic Societ y in
189-1 . t hough a fisca l sec tio n has now and
then been included with postage s tamps ,
to mention onl y th at of th e I. P.U. in
It) O I. Some o f the promi ne nt mem be rs of the
fiscal ph ila tel ic ranks th ink it is n ow high .rme
th at a nother sho uld be he ld and the ma ucr has
ind eed come before the Fi scal Philatelic Socie ty
in a more or less in formal man ner. T hat body,
howe ver, is not yet in a position to bear th e
burden of so grea t an undertaking a nd so the
proposed Exh ibi tion must stand over for future
consideration . Per haps thi s i's jus t li S well for.
if the S ociety's Catal og ue of Bri tish Col onials
get s p ubl ished durin;:; t he n ext (ew mont hs we
may legit imately expec t a number of new
recruits in the (1'>Ca1 ra nks and the matter of
ways and means for a n Exhi bitio n may find a
sulu tion. Yet though there is no prospect in
the immed iate future c f an e xh ibition here. yet
we find th at our friends across the po nd see m to
have held a. succ essful show under the auspices
o f the America n F isca l Socie ty . \ Ve appe nd a
report ta ken from M dmJ's iVu kly .

• • • • •
.S PIlCIAL E XH IBITI O:f OF R I::VE:.i CEli.

.. T he special ex hibition o f Reven ue stamps
.. made by memhers o f the American F iscal
.. Socie ty, of New Yo rk. a t the rooms o f the
.. Section on Ph ilat ely of the Brooklyn In st itute
.. o f Arts and Scie nce. Art Building. Brooklyn,
.. on Fr iday e ven ing. February 13. 1903. was
" la rgely anended hy phi latelist s from surround ­
.. ing bo roug hs . who were present to view one
.. of the first exh ib it ions of th is character given
.. in this. country .

.. Foreign reven ues were exh ibi ted by Messrs .
.. Albe rt E. Lawrence. G . W . Pepper and Dr .
.. 1,;. \ V. Hombu rger, while regular issues of
.. U ni ted St a tes revenues were exhibi ted by
.. C larence H . Eagl e and match and med icine
.. by A: G . Bishop. These magn ificent ccltec­
.. lions ca nuot be lao highly commented upon.

.. Mr. Ea~le mace a very interest ing address
.. co ncern ing " Re venues and their Collect ion ..
, . While Mr . E3.2le h as a large gene ral col1ection•
.. his st rcngbcld is U nited S ta tes revenues and
.. h is collec tion of these p roha bly bas no equal in
•. in th is cou nt ry . He belie ves in doin g every­
.. th in"- possible 10 enco urage th e boy to become
.. a coliec tor. Sdying th at very ofte n the young­
.. s ter will delve among old papers in the garret.
.. br ing ing ou t many specimens that older
.. collec tors could not finJ after seeking for
.. years .

.. The pres iden t of the section then th anked
.. th e members of the Ame r ican F iscal Society
.. for the very successful exh ibition of fiscals
.. wh ich th ey had made and expressed the wish
.. that their society would make a larger exb ib i­
.. tion at some future date."


