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EDITOIlIAL.

TJ:r
H E sensation of the past few ' mon ths­

attracting att ent ion even amo ngs t the
general publ ic-s -has been the Offici al
St amp case recent1{ concluded. The
con tin ued leakage a Officia l s tamps at

last caused the Govern me nt to tak e drastic
st eps to stop it , with a \'e ry effectual result, at
least for the p resent. It is a \'ery unpleasant
business a ll round, not onl y for the persons
concerned but for the British philatelic world
in general. Yet the ev olution of the affair is
simple enough . \Vhen the great officials of a
Government office are known to take official
stamps for the purpose of presentation to their
stamp co llecti ng friends naturally the smaller
fry endeavour to obtain them likewise . At
first some are all owed official pe rmission to have
specimens and then it gradually grows to
subs tituting ordina ry s tamps (or official ones
without permiss ion . This being no fra ud but
merely .. a breach of confidence " t he
substit uters expect that even if detected it will
be condo ned . F inally , s ince there are people
.w illing to pay heavily (or specimen s, some less
scru pulous officials effect th e substitution on an
ever Increasing scale and are tempted to sell
their ill gott en gai ns. till a t last th e substit utions
even are effected by tricks wh ich if not absol,
utely fraudulent are so closel y allied there to as
to be Indistinsulsbable, such as subs titution by
pieces of mutil ated .. specimen " stamps for
the coveted arti cles- a p ract ice to whi:::h tbe
two culpri ts pleaded guilt y at the recent trial.
Then com es the pen alty an d terribly severe it
was in the present case.

It seems to us that the matter should not no w
be left by the Government with the result
atta ined . Sooner or later the leakage will
begin again and like disastrous results will arise
therefrom unless some met hod is ad op ted to
p revent it. T here are in ou r opinion 0I11y t .....o
remed ies (1) to stop overprin t ing s ta mps (or
Gover nment departmen ts (2) if overprinting is

reall y necessa ry to sell suc h ov erprinted stnmpa
to co llec tors at face value It has been widely
suggested that if the s ta mps we re per/orated
wit h in itials nobody would collect them . \Ve
can not, howe ver, ag ree with this sugges t ion .
If the s tam ps a re perfora ted there are sure to
be some Indi viduals who would want th e m.
There are collecto rs of the rd . st amps perforated
with firm s ' names of wh ich we gave a leng thy
list in recent n um bers. Moreo ver, it is true
that Mess rs . Stanley Gibbo ns do no t catalog ue
the sta mp pe rforated with a crown an d " B.T,"
used by the Board of T rade, yet they do
catalog ue a nd p rice a se t of stamps for
Lu xemburg perfora ted with the word " Officia l ..
It appears therefore th at th e " perforated
method " wiJI be useless . W e should much
like to see all th e official stamps abolish ed .
They do not , to us a t any rate, presen t any
special interest and we co uld well spare them in
view of the alarming quantity of new iss ues
from all pa ris o f the world . If th is is
im poss ible, th e sale of them ; at face val ue , a t
So merset H ouse would at an y rate legit imi ze
the possession of these in min t stale by
collectors and would knock the bottom out of
the tall prices wh ich are paid (or them .

• • • • •
Ilthe authorities wou ld ${OSO far as to recogn ize

phil a tely by sell ing official stamps to collectors
at face valu e we mig h t perhaps ventur e to ask
for a fur ther boon on behalf of those in ter ested
in fiscal stamps. As far as we are aware
Scotch and Ir ish fiscal s canno t be pu rchased in
London and there are various set s of English
ones wh ich the ave rag e collec tor does not know
where to get . Co uld no t all current fiscal
s tamps be sold a t Somerset House ? There are
many who would appreciate tbis privilege.

• • • • •
In the Fiscal Philatelic Society's list of India

two varieties of tbe provisional Foreign Dill ,
12 as . on 12 ru pees, 1901 issue, are catal ogued,
o ne with the word 2; mm. from the bar thr ough
the va lue and the ot her with 4i mm. between
the two. Me. Cor6eld sends us a ph otograph
of s imilar variations in th e gas. on 8 ru pees, in
one case the dis tance bet ....eea the word an d the
bar being Il mm. while in the ot her it is 2l min.
This opens up th e possibili ty of va riations 10 the
other values . Perhaps there was a Lon don and
a local print of the surc harge in ever)" casco

• • • • •
We ha ve been fa vou red by a correspondent '

with the in formation that Revenue s tam ps (or
Guernsey will be issued th is month . H ither to
Guernsey has been exem p t (rom S tamp Duty of
a ny kind but a S tamp D uty Act has been
re cently passed an d Will co me into force on t : lI~

29th inst . when the" T reasu rer o f the S tates ..
will issue stamps for the payment of th e new
dut ies. - •••••

Messrs. C. N issen & Co., o f 17 Hi gh H olborrt ,
Lo ndon , W C ., inform us of th eir intention to
p ublish in November, the first issue of a ne w
yearly pu blication for P hilatel ist s , to be kno wn
as .. T ile S I<1 l11p C()lI" I/) ,s' A llnrl<ll ," This new
" An nua l " Will s tr ive to become th e
"\Vhitaker" or the " H azell" of our hobby.
The price will be 1/-.


